
Sfd) Dilution or the copioua internal use of water, acts the-

rapeutically, by rcfndericig the liquids of the body less exciting

and by promoting secretion.

74th, Elimina/tion. In <he course off various diseases nox-
ious matters aceumnlafe in the blood* from various causes, and
become sources of great disturbances and danger to the sys-

tem ; some reme4ies, especially those which stimulate the va-

riouftsecretingand excreting or^ns, have ah eliminatii^gpdwer,

and thus act therapeutically. These eliminating or evacua-
ting agents have been long recognised as important, and in

using them the indications pointed out by nature, are in many
instances iblloWed. In ^alth,'thesenojiiou^^ ihiatters are ne-

ver allowed to accumulate^but are iilehtljr eliioafiiiat^ by Or-

gans specially constructed ftr the ]^urpi(i^fe. '^ ;'^'^, "
'^'

'

9ith, R^TOjRAX^oy. ^<^^ Il^dloin^s aci therapeuiicaily

by restoring to the system some^^ing that is w^tpiing. '

6th, SriMyi^ATioK. According to the !Qrunonian theory, all

medicines nreistimulants to a grea^t^ orjess extent, but While

few novv>iwiU adii^^^ch yiews, none can doubt that it is oilen

desirably ioiT the pujfpoae, of .|>roiiu)tlng the cure of disease to

exalt someor all of tbeyi^l funoiibns above the state in which
they happen to be at'the time stimulating remedi^f are re^gr-

t^ to> and that on the other hand. '
'

V7th,'Sedation or Diminution of action is oi^n loudly call-

ed for.

. 8th, RsyviiupN, Couhter Irritation or Beirrivation. This,

principle of action is ofextehslVe applicability in the cure of

disease; ns^ture frequently indicates it. Hi^tast^is often de<«

inand it.

- 9th^ ALvcR'AHdioN* In a lei^e majority of cases, the causes

of disease have ceased to act, or if still ac^tihg, are not cogni-

ft&ble; orif so^cenot 4>f a material Jiature—in such cases

med^CHnes are administered, to alter ^ip^ased action. The
emplpymen^ofthe terni^alterativ^e^^h however scarcely be

looked upon in «ny other aensb than as a convenient nnode of

classifyii^ certain uniotelligible resulf8» which depend alto-

gether for their acceptance upoa ohservation.
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