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tioii «»r tlio people of Mellioiii'iie Ic in.iiiilain tlirir cUTLfymnn
ill luturo wiilioiil exiraiu'oiis aid.

The whole hum tor which the missions— 1 hen '^5 in niiinher

—wero nssessed in IHlJM, was ??4.1(h;. The )(»tal assessment
I'oi' tl»e year 1H72, levied iipon the sami! missi(»ns, is 8<», * '-•

—

an inci\!ase of it'^, ','>',',(>, or o I |»er cent in four years. It iH,

however, to he regretted that nn aceumuhilion of ai'reiU'H.

:iinounlin^ to !BI,r)7»i, are now ehari>;eahle a;;ainsl the vniiouH

inission.s of the I)io('ese.

'J'hat under the jieeuliar cireumstances of tliis l)ioeese, ho

hir<^e un inereaso in the local contiilMitions has been made
within that p(MMod, is matter for eoni;raluiali(»n, atid should

he interpreted as a most favoiahUf anniiry lor the future.

When we know, too, that one mission, (Compton,) huH

ruirtcd its nsHcsKinent at once from ^2{H) to ^500, that we
have one niission contrihiitin'^ ^ri;')!), another ^450, and
another ^400, whilst thei'e arc many others who. within a

few years, have more tlwmdoultled their assessments, we may
reasonahl}' expect the time to be a])proachin<^ wlu^n each
year will (iinnnish the list of old missions now reccivinii: aid

from the Hoard.

It i.s also a Hubject of salisfaetion that within tin; last four

years seven missif^ns, not ])r(!viously in connection with the

lioard, hav(! hecMi intlebtinl to it for tho ministrations of tin;

(/liurch. There wtM-e niru! in all, but the missions of Stanstead
and Hereford—two of those most i-ecenlly jtiaced on tlie

list—not bein^ able to see their way for the j)resent to accejjt

the t(!i'ms upon whi(di your Jioard could coTisiiut to continuo
itH assistance, are not now of the number.

It will bi! readily believed that tlm stron<j;est desire of the
Diocesan Hoard, as tj>e ai;eiits of a missionary society, is to

extend the ministrations of the (Jospel into new and |»i'omis-

in<^ fields, and that it \h with the utmost reluctance that any
a|)j)li('atioiis foi' aid are weighed in the coM balance of
prudence;. |}ul not wilhstandinii; the inci-eased assessments
lor 1872, and the undimiiiisluMJ i^rant of the Society for the

Pi'opai^ation of the (Jospel, the linancial position of your
Hoard is such,— as will be seen from the estimate appended,
—that the very i^-reatest care must, for the future, be exer-

cised before increasin^i; its oblii;-ations.

The Society for the Propaijation of tho (jios])el mal«!S no
i:frant to this Dioee.se (which is the t:;cneral rule) for more
than one year at a time, and that i^rant we are exjdicitly

told, depends upon its resources received, not during tlieyear

in wiiich the grant is paid, not even in the year in which
the grant is voted, but on its resources received the year


