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behind by the rertical margin. !• known m the ocbllab, or tbbti-

OAL, triangle ; a aimilar triangle below, abore the base of the cnten-

lUB, is called the rsoKTAL tbiaitolb. Below the antenna, the

pace, limited by the oral margin, the cheeks and the eyes, is the

VACS, and characters drawn from it are of the highest ralue in spe-

cific ciassiflcation. The space below the eyes, indefinitely limited

in front by the face, and behind by the margin of the occifitt (the

posterior surface of the head) is the ohbbk. Of the mouth-parts,

the PBOBOKU, when not rarely absent, with its terminal, often fleshy,

scraping or suctorial flaps, the labblla, and the one to five Jointed

PALPI at the base, is the most important. The oral margin of the

face is sometimes spoken of as the peristoma, or hypostoma,
but the more common and better term is bpistoma. Of the antennae,

the third joint, in the brachycerous and cyclorrhaphous diptera,

usually bears a bristle (arista), or style. .

The THOBAX is composed, as in other insects, of three parts,

the PBO-thoraz, iiBso-thorax, and xsTA-thorax, but the first and

and the last are so aborted as to present but few anatomical charac-

ters. The prothorax is perhaps most readily distinguished in the

nematocerous flies, forming a rounded collar, back of the heok.

The metathorax is not seen at all from above ; the boutellitm, a

semi-OTal body behind, cut off by an impressed line, really belongs

to the mesothorax, the dorsum of which is often called the mesomo-

TUM. Across, near the middle of the mesonotum, there is an

impressed line, terminating on each side a little in front of the wing8>

that is known as the tranbvbrse sdtdrb. The anterior superior

angles of th» thorax are the hdmbri, or humeral callosities, and

on the margin of the mesonotum, between the wings and the acutel-

lum, there is, on each side, an oval, obtuse process, named the post-

alar CALLUS. Limiting the mesonotujn, running from the humerus

to the wing, is the dorbo-plecral sutcrb ; below it, the whole side

of the thorax forms the plxcra, divided by sutures into smaller

spaces called the Msso-pleura, STSRMo-pleura, HTPO-pleura, and

MBTA-pleura. The under part of the thorax is the pectus or breast.

The oval, arched portion behind, beneath thescutellum, is the meta-

KOTUH, and, on either side, we see a slender organ with a knob-like

head, the aborted second pair of wings, and known as the balancers,

poisers, or haltbrbb. Above them, and back of the base of the

wings, are the more or less well-developed membranous acalea, the

tbouljc.


