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But this pidlure, perhaps too highly coloured

for thofe whom it is intended to reprefent, is

by no means applicable to all tiie Portuguefe

of Brazil. Thofe by the Rio Janeiro, and in

the Northern captain (hips, are not near fo

effeminate, and corrupted as thofe of the Bay
of All Saints, which being in a climate fa-

vourable to indolence and debauchery, the

capital city, and one of the oldeft fettlements,

is in all refpedts worfe than any of the others.

The government of Brazil is in the viceroy,

who refides at St. Salvador. He has two
councils, one for criminal, the other for civil

affairs ; in both which he prelides. But, to

the infinite prejudice of the fettlement, all the

delay, chicanery, and multiplied expences

incident to the worfl part of the law, and

pradifed by the moft corrupted lawyers,

flourifli here ; at the fame time that juflice is

fo lax, that the greatefl crimes often pafs

with impunity. Form.erly the judges could

not legally punifii any Portuguefe with death.

And it is not difficult to imagine, how much
fuch a licence in fuch a country, mufl have

contributed to a corruption, that it may be the

bufinefs of fucceflions ofgood magiftrates, and

ages ofgood difcipline, to reftore to foundnefs.

Upon the river of x'^mazons, the people, who
are moftly Indians, and reduced by the priefls

fent thither, arc flill under the goveri\ment of

thefc


