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'I'hc ])rincipal currency of ()\\t Schrjol was slate pencil. It had some incxpli-

f.able vahi(;, tliat was never ascertained, never rerluced to a standarfl. To have a

t;reat luiard of it, was somelK^w to be rich. We \\'m:<\i\(> bestow it in charity, and
c(jrifer it as a precious ];oon upon our chosen friends. When the hf;Iidays were
(orning, contributions were solicited for certain boy-> who e relatives wcn, in India,

.'.\)(\ who were a{>pealed for under the generic name of " Holiday-stoppers,"—ap-

prfjpriate marks r)f renieinl^rance that should enliven and cheer them in their

homeless '.tate. I'er.onaliy, we always contributed tlic-.e tokens of syrn})athy in

the form of slate-pencil, and always fell that it would be a comfort and a treasure

t(i them.

Our .School was rernark.'ible for wliitc- mice. ]'ed-p'^jll%, linnets, and even

canaries, were kept in de.ks, drawer-,, hat-boxe^, an'l other strange refuges for

birds ; but white mice were the favourite stock. 'i he boys tr.Tined the mice,

much better than the masfeis trained the boys. We recall one white mouse, who
lived in tlie cover rjf '; Latin dictionary, v.ho ran up ladders, drew Kf^mari chari(;ts,

hruildered muskets, turned wheel 1, and c\cn made a very credifalJe aj)pearancf

on the stage as the Dog ui Montargi^, lb; might have achieved greater things,

init for having the miJoitiie to mi

,

take hi^ way in a triumphal procession tf> the

Caj^itol, when he fell into a decrji inkstand, and was dyerl black and drowned.
The mice were the (^ccasirm f;f orne m\i>A ingenious engineering, in the construc-

tion of their houses and instrument , ^A j)erforniancf. The famou , one belonged
t'» a company of jiroprielors, some of whom have since made Railroads, I'.n-

gines, and Telegraphs; the chairman has erected niill-> and bridf^es in New
Ze.'dand.

'i'he usher at C)ur School, whc) was consi'lered to knov. everything as ofjposcrl to

the Chief, who was considered to knfjv/ nothing, was a bony, gentle-faced, clerical-

looking young man in rusty black. It was whi->percd that he was sweet upon one
f'f Maxby's si->ters (Maxby lived close by, and was a day pupil), anrl further that he
" favoured Maxby." y\s we renicmber, he taught Italian to .Maxby's sisters on
half-holidays. He once went to the play with thjm, and wore a white waistcoat

and a ruse : which was considered amcnig us efplivaleiit to a declaration. We
were f>f fjpinif>n on thnt occasion, that to the last moment he expected Maxby' .s

father to ask him tf; dinner at five o'clock, and thercft^re neglected his own dinner

at half-past one, and fmally got none. We exaggerated in our imaginations the

extent to which he punished .\Taxby's father's cold meat at su[»per ; and we agreed

to belif.'ve that he was elevated with wine arifl water when he came home, liut, we
all liked him ; for he had a goofl knowledge of bf>ys, and wf»uld have made it a

much better school if he had had more power. He was writing master, mathema-
tical master, luiglidi master, made out the bills, mendefl the [.ens, and did all sort.',

of things. He divifled the little boys with the Latin master (they were smuggled
through their rufiimentary books, at odd times when there wa.s nothing else to do),

and he always called at parenti' houses to inquire after si<.k l;oy->, l>ecause he harl

gentlemanly n>anriers. He was rather musical, and on some remote quarter-day

had bought nn old trrmd^one ; but a bit of it was lost, and it mode the most extra-

ordinary sounds when he sometimes tried to |<lay it of an evening. Ifis holirlays

never began (on account of the bill-,) until lorsg after ours ; but, in the summer
vacations he uscfl to take jjcdestrian excursions with a knapsack ; and at Christmas

time, he went to sec his father at Chipping Nortc^n, who we all said (on no
authority) was a dairy-fed-pork-butcher. I'oor fellow ! He was very lf)W all day

on Maxby's sister's wefhling-day, and afterwards was thought to favour Maxbymore
than ever, though he had been ex|)ccted to spite hirn. He has been dead Uiese

twenty years, i'of^r fellow !

Our remembrance <>f Our School, presents chc Latin master a.s a colorless
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