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OLDER GEOLOGY OF RED RIVER AND ASSINIBOINE VALLEYS.

Dr. Bryce'H Lecture Before the Historical Society.—Explanatory Ulairraniit.—Occur-
ence of Salt, Petroleum and Coal.—City IVater Supply.
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The Hiatorioal and Soieotifio Society of

M»Diloba met on Thursday evening, Novem-
ber 26iih, 1891, in the city oounoil ohamber, to
listen to a lecture on "The Older Geology of

the Rnd River and Assioiboine Vall*)yB
"

The Ittcttirer of the evening was Rev. Dr.
Bryce, who said :

Last year the writer had the honor of lay-

ing before the Jliisorical Society many
tacts connected with the "Snifaon Geo
logy " of these valleys. To night it may
serve a good purpise to bring before the H3cie

ty, with as few technical details as possible,

baa nob been a stranger. Milton hits ofiF this

tendency with keen saroatm in his deacription
of Mammon :—

"Mammon, the least erected spirit that fell
'

Prom Heaven ; (or e'en In Heaven bis looli and
thoughts

Were always downward lient, admiring more
The riches of Heaven's pavtmeLt, troJden gold.
Than aught divine, or holy elii enjoyed
In visions beatiflo ; by him first

Men aU , and by hia BUKgeation taught,
Raiigaoked the centre, and, with impious hands.
Rifled the bowel* of their mother earth
Cor treaaures

"

Pin. I.—North America: The Original Laurentian Ixlaml.

the characters of the underlying rocks. Our
object is to dp'crioe, not bo much the mineral
or palaeontoloftical features of there rocks, as
to give their general relation to the contour rf

our prairies, the nature of the soil, and to the
economic products of the precious metals,
building stone, salt, peliroleum, coal, na-
tural gts, and water. There is a craze
in some quarters for (diverting capital
into mad speculations, and for organising
companies to ransack the rooks for hidden
treasure. To this even Winnipeg in the past

There is of course another standpoint than
that of Milton. We need to know the powers
and resiurces of the good, nnw country in our
porsesgion, and we are bouudas Western Oan-
adians to make the most of our opportunities.
At the same time we ought to examine and
develop our land intelligently ; and the geolo'

gist may often prevent uaeless expenditure
and prick the bubble of wild speculation.

THK LAURKNTUN IStAND.
Below the drift or soil, with]which our

former lecture dealt, there are lime-


