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the doubt which he had allowed himself to feel. “I
should have believed His word,” he said, “and not have
put an ‘if’ upon the all-seeingness of God.”

The suffering was over now, and he felt that it had been
infinitely beneficial to him. He understood better the
glory of God and of his Son. The Scriptures had opened
their secrets to him, and he had seen them to be in very
truth the keys of the kingdom of Heaven. Never so
clearly as after this “ temptation” had he perceived *‘ the
heights of grace, and love, and mercy.” Two or three
times ‘“ he had such strange apprehensions of the grace of
God as had amazed him.” The impression was so over-
powering that if it had continued long “it would have
rendered him incapable for business.” He joined his friend
Mr. Gifford’s church. He was baptised in the Ouse, and
became a professed member of the Baptist congregation.
Soon after, his mental conflict was entirely over, and he
had two quiet years of peace. Before a man can use his
powers to any purpose, he must arrive at some conviction
in which his intellect can acquiesce. ‘‘Calm yourself,”
says Jean Paul; “it is your first necessity. Be a stoic,
if nothing else will serve.” Bunyan had not been driven
into stoicism. He was now restored to the possession of
his faculties, and his remarkable ability was not long in
showing itself.

The first consequence: of his mental troubles was an ill-
ness. He had a cough which threatened to turn into con-
sumption. He thought it was all over with him, and he

was fixing his eyes “on the heavenly Jerusalen and the
innumerable company of angels;” but the danger passed

off, and he became well and strong in mind and body.

Notwithstanding his various miseries, he had not neglect-
ed his business, and had, indeed, been specially successful.




