
rite Mil ily^i'^ of llirHc, hooks would lio iv v.iliinKlo

iii<l(>x to wli:it it mui'h (loiicoi-iis iik to know,
wliftlier ThdnxiK .1. Knii/ihi is still tlio hook
inoMt re'ul next to iIk- Hihlc (low iiiiiny of
Slriks|pf.n(', iiiiil how iimny of 'I'lijiju'r ;io tii(>

hniiilii'il : whc tiler the l'i/,/iim,s' I'loi/ronH is

honffla chiilly lis ;i rhilil's hook, illid wli<tlnl'

Kciilf's "( 'liii.-iti.m Vcnr'' n.'llsns well ophcttrr
tliiiii j)oii .111 in '.' " Tlio (Ii'iiuiikI lor novels"
mys my iiifovin int. '" is !if)t iieiiily so jtrrcat as

it w.w,'" ami this he traces to the ;;r'owiiig pri'-

lerenen I'oi' neWS|>:il)Crs and peliodii-als, (;(m-

tiiiiiiiji serial stories and romances in rh.ijiters.

t»n the jieneial suijci't i>r leiidinj^ fit'titious

work«, I hold hy a middle of)inion. I hoM that,

n had iiovfd is a had lhin<t, and a ^'ood oni^ a
;.'ood thin;.'. That wo have many had novels,

ushered i'rom the \ivv<s evoryday isa lamentaijle
fact; ho)ks Just as vile and HixitioMs in spirit

as any of Mrs, IJehnn ahoininations ol a former
oeiilury. The very facility with which tlicso

hooks are pit tou'ethor liy their authors, nii;(ht

itself lie t:ik<-n as evidence, of their worth-
lessneHS. for what mortal genius evci' threw off

works of thuiittht or of art worthy of thi^ name
with such ste.nnon/^ino rapidity? It is trno
liOpez de N'ej^a could compose a comedy at a
sitting, and hafontaiiie, after Avritiiig loO senti-

mental storii's, was oliliged to restrain him.sidf

to two days' writing in the week, othi-rwiai} he
wiiuld have drowned out his piihlisher. But
you know wlnt li,is hecn said of " easy wilting "

generally. For my own part, though no enemy
to a good novel, 1 feel tlial 1 would fail of my
duty if 1 did not raise; a warning voice against
the pidiniscuoiis and exolu.'^ive reading of seii-

sitional and sensual hook.s, many of them
wiitten liy women, who ai'e the disgraet^ of their

sex. anil read with avidity hy those who want
finly tlie ojiportunity etjually to disgrace it.

NV(> must hattle had Ijooks with good hooks.
As oui' young perijde in this material age will

hunger and thirst for romantic relations, there-

is no ' ettei- corrective for iui excess of imagina-
tive reading than the actual lives and hooks of
travel of such ukmi a.s ]Iod--on, Burton, Speke,
Kane, l)u';haillu. Hue, and hivingitoue. Thes(>
hooks lead us through strange scenes, among
strange people, arc full of genuine romance,
Jiroving the ajihorisin. '' truth is strange

—

stranger than tictitm." T.ut these are hooks
whi<'h enlarge our sympathies, and do not jier-

veit thinn: which excite our curiosity, and
sati.sfy it, hut not at the expense of morals

;

which give ciMtiinty and ]iopulatif>n to the geu-

grajiiiical and hisli)iical dreams of mir youthful
days; whicli huild up thi:^ gaps and s))aces hi

our knowl.'dge with new trutlis, certain tohar-
nioni/e spemlily with all old truth,—instead of
lilling our memories with vain, or perplexing,
or atrociou,s images, as the common nm of

novelists are every day doing. Then, there is

always as a I'oi'rectivo to diseased imaginations
the [look of hooks itself— the Hihle. .1 do not
speak of its peru.sal as a religious duty incuin-

hent on all (.'hiistians
; it is not my place to

inculcate religious duties; hut I speak of it

here as H family hook mainly^ and I say that

it is well for our new liominion that within the

I'each of eV(;ry one, who has learned to road,

lies this one hook, the rai'est and most un-

ei|iiilled as to matter, the cheai)(>s| of hooks as

to cost, the most nadahle as to arrangement.
11' We wish our younger gener;uion to catch tlie

inspiration of the highest elmiuence, where
else will they tind it '.' If we wish to teach them
h'ssons of patriotism, can we show it to them
under nohler foi in.* than in the maiilen cleliverer

who smote the \} rant in the valley of Hc^thnlia?

Ol' in the grief of K.sdnisashe poinded the foreign

king his wine at Siisa '.' or in the sadness heyond
the solace of song, which howed down the

exiles hy the waters of Tiahylon '.' Kvery
sjiecies of composition, and the highest khid in

each species, is found in tlu'se wondroiH two
Testaments, We have the c^jiie of Joh

;
t)ie

idvl of Jliith; the elegie-s <A' .(eremias ; the

didactics of Solomon ; thesiK-red song of l)iivid:

the sernioiis of the greater and lesser frophets ;

the legislation of Moses; the i)arahles of the

tiospel; the travels of St. I'aul ; the first

oliaplers of tlie history of the Onindi. Not
only as the sjiiritual corrective of all vicious

reading, hut as the highest of histories, tho
truest of philosophies, and tho most eloi|uent

utterance of human orgiui.s, the Bihle should
he nv'id for the young and liy tho young, at all

(!onvenient seasons.

As to other correctives, 1 do not advocate a
domestic spy system on our young people

; hut
if one knew that a young friend or relative was
a(M(uiriMg a di.seased appetite for opii.ini-eating.

would we not interfere in .some way '.' And this

clanger to tlie mind is not le.ss jioisonous than
that other drug to the hody. "The woman
that hesitates,'" says the jiroverh, " is lost; " as

truly might it he said, " the woniiin who hides
her liook is lost."' And in this respect, though
Society allows a looser latitude to men, it is

douhtful if T{ea,son does; it is very <louhtfiil

that any mind, male or female, ever wholly
recovers i'rom the influence on character, of
even one had hook, fascinatingly written.

Jlention must be made, Cientleinen. of those
institutions of learning and those leained pro-

fessional classes which ought, and doubtle.«s do,

! leaven the whole lump of our material pro-

j

gress. We have already twelve TTniversitiesin
: the Porninion—perhajis more than enough,

I

though dispersed at such long distances ; from
1
Windsor and Frederioton to Cobourg and To-

I

ronto. Tho charters of these institutions, up
I to the cilose of the last deciide, were IJoyal

I

charters, granted directly hy the Ciown with

i

the concurrence, of (loiirse, of the Colonial

I

authorities for the time iieing. In the order of
:
time they range thus : King's < 'oHege, Windsor.

]

Nova Scotia, 1802; McG ill College, Montreal,

I

chartered in 1825, actually commenced only in

i

1829; King's ('ollege, Fredericton, 1823; Laval,
I 1852; Lennoxville, 185,'!; St. Mary's, Montreal,
' 1859; Queen's College, Kingston, 1841; Vic-


