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" Til" improved finAncinl nttiin of thu Cliurrli, an iadirKtod by tho Rotiirnii, vaUk
for fipij( iiil thankn to tho Fothor of liglit*, from whom cometh down ovury Rooil

aud perfect gift."

" Tho liberality of tho people having lioen ntiinulatod iiy the great material

pronperity of tho country, tho contributions for ri'ligious oltjocts havo boon ho

largely increased, that tho grosH aggregate amount, on the face of the Ileturnn,

nearly reaches $275,000. There aro oven ample groumlH for concluding that with
full lleports from each congregation, the whole amount would exceed $300,000—
tlio largest sum ever raised by our Church,—and j)lainly indicating the growth of

more generous and liberal feelings, throughout tho bounds of our Zion. The
ileturns, when compared and examined, sh«!w an average contribution from each
communicant of $7 .50, being the largest ever reached by uh, and jnilting us in

this respect, in advance of the (.'hunlies iu this laud or In tlie old country.

'

" As might have been expected, tho improved material condition of the bind

ho.s more or Ions benefitted tho various Hynodical schemes, liut, whib? not ovcjf-

looking ihem, it is gratifying to find that the most import^iut financial branch—
th»! Stipend Fund, has been most liberally dealt with, imd exiiil)itrt nn iucrcasc of

over $20,000. At tho same timt;, general congregational intcrcKls liiive not been
neglected, from tho fact of tho contributions for r'hur(;li purposes shewing an
augmentation of more than |10,000. Using round numbcns tlio College Fund
presents an iucroaso ofabout $00., the Homo Jlission ofabout $:!,00(), the Foreign
Mission of more than $700, and the Synodical of about ^10., while tho gros.i con-
tributions from all sources exceed those of last year by nearly ;f ,50,000."

Sir. Kemp iigaiu and agniu states that the two periods present equid facilities for tlio

progroHM (if llie Ciiurch. This only proves his ignorunco of tho stale of mailers iu Upper
Canada. The first three years of Mr. Kemp's first period were yours of uuesaniplod
prosperity iu the country. Tho first really bad harvest was in lS'o\t, and it was not luitd

18G() that tlio eirects of tlio comraorcial depression were fully felt. Tlio years ISrt'i,

'ti3,-'()'t and '()5 were the very worst years. Hundreds of meclmnlcH were leaving our
cities and villages to seek employment in tho United Slates, and it is only within tho

last year that there have been signs of returning prosperity, of which \vc havo amplo
evidence in the unproved financial condition of the Churcli.

It would havo been instructive to havo compared our financial condition with that

of tlio Weslcynn Church, but their financial statistics aro so difierently arranged that

to any one not intimately acquainted with both systems it is impossible to do it satis-

factorily. Tlio writer has been impressed with tlio remarkable liberality of the mem-
bers of this Church, especially in the support of their missions. Frobably, in this

respect, they occupy a higher position than any other roHgiotia denomination in the

land, and their example should excite us to greater zeal.

As Mr. Kemp's arguments, designed to prove that the ^Church is iu a state of

decay, have been shown to bo unsound, it might seem to bo unneces.sary to follow

him into that part of his pamphlet in which he discusses tlio causes of the alleged

decay. But the statements themselves aro so contrary U> llie facta of the case and
80 much calculated to do barm, especially beyond tlio limits of tho Church, that it

becomes necessary to reply to them also.

The first point which demands attention is tho union of tho two Chiirclios. Mr.

Kemp speaks of tho union as though it had wrought evil in tho Church, and quotes

tho old classical proverb that tho half sometimes exceeds the whole. Ho represents

the united Cliiu-ch as " without a past, stript of all generous enthusiasm, having no
history, no coutendings, no martyrs, no heroes, no special principles to represent."

This will never do. It is the sheerest nonsense. H' tlio Church has no principles to

represent, the sooner it ceases to exist the better. Wo havo a history,—our noblest

history common to us all, running far back beyond eitlier tho Secession or tho Disrup-

tion. The principles embodied in our Scriptural standards are as dear to us as ever.

Tho Union itself is a great fact in our history. Many who feared the eflFects of it have


