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dawned and tlio Aloxandnaii library was only " in tlic o^ood tinio

comint'j." It must always bo renu'mbored that some oriijinal

thinkers .ire ahead of tneir asj^e in rteondite discovery, and it ill

becomes limited and lazy intelleels to throw ri licnle, sarcasm and

cuttinpf irony at the heads of those who arc thirsting for and

should receive posthumous if not antehunjous fame and immor-

tality.

The ijraphic di'scription i^iven of the life and death coiitliet

between a molecule of alcohol and a molecule of lu-rve tissue wouhl

make the fortune of a modern novelist or of a t ranseendenlal and

fleshly i)oet. The alcohol monad seizes—speakini; after the manner

of ordinary mortals—the nerve unit by the throat. The unit is

plucky and takes as its motto: "No surrender.'" The assailant is

as jicrlinaeions as a bulldouf ami as aij'jjressive as a Cainida thistle.

The defender of the citadel of life forlirtes every part with en<?i-

neering skill, which commands our admiration. The assaults and

rejudsions, the mining and counterminintjf, the light above, below

around and ])r()iniscuoiisly of the in-sicgcr and bel«'au,uied with

••ictory at all times on the side of alcohol, show so much one-

sidedness that we wonder (he nerve molecule does not at once

surrender to its deatli-dcalino- antagonist and give np the ghost if

jtroniist'd a dct^ent buri:il and a nmnunuiiL " sacred to the memory'"

of the van(iuished. It is said facts do not warrant this nntf/ifn to

Dass oil' for history these Higiits of imagination, but what !iavo

facts to do with the matter ? In those primitive days visions, dreams

and fancies held full sway ov.-r men's mind. That period of

romance has passed away. J'Jf<ti> jx rpctiut. \\ the same time it is

an interesting study to see in these records the psychological work-

ings of our revered brethrei, at this early ej)ocli in the history of our

race. This one illustration shows hotv aj)t they were to theorize

on insutficient data. They conM perform clever acts of jugglery

with tigures, tal-les an<l general statistics, and seemed to know th.it,

deftly handled, nothing lied like figures. In this coiniection it was

interesting to notice the manifi'stalion of a sort of "unconscious

cerebration " in the comidling of the^je;* capittt cost of ])aticntsto

the State. EtVorts were made in many directions to show a small

outlay and by tliis sign to prove economy and efficiency. It

seemed lO be lost sight of that card, comfort and rcuHonable

expenditure, in which there was no useless wast(* were the meiins to

accomplish the best work and that should have been the ideal

sought for in all conditions of ai^ylum life. Cheap and miserly

might sound well to the penurious taxpayer, but in the end it was

m.


