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This afternoon I heard the very acute
legal argument of the honourabie gentleman
who has such an J.ntimate knowledge, of
Nova Scotia and of Sam Slick and other
literary products of Nova Scotia, but who
has flot such an intimate acquaiintanoe
with the facts. 1 arn not a iawyer, als every
one can judge frorn rny conversation, but
I arn -in possession of some f acts that the
honourable gentleman daes not know. I
say that when a new forin of enurneration
is set up the burden of pro&f that the former
syzteeià was improperly exereised or inad-
elquate. Did tlhe legal gentleman do that?
He took the essential point for granted.
H1e did flot prove that. the pre&ent enu-
meration was a failure, or that it was
partial or illegal in any respect. In- the
first place, the naines put ýon the lista cornte
from the assessors' books. The assessors
are fully acquainted with the propterty of
t~he individual. They are chosen front
various parts of the city, and they give
their very best attention to the compilation
oi the listas, whjrch are pested up. The
revisers and enurnerators have access to
the assessora' books; which are in the
court house building where they have
their office, and tbey have full intercourse
wi.th the assessors and other officiais. The
revisers then 'inake out lists from
their kn6wiedge, and front the applica-
tions which. they recelve. These men
are ail sworn. They are slil cf good
character; they ail bave experience.
Why net put that experience, knowiedge,'character lanid sworn obligation liy the aide
of an enurnerator who nust be chosen P
'Unless we assumfe tfflat tihe enurnerator has
a better eharaeter, mocre knowledge ooe muore
experience Vhan tihese otiher mnen, we should
net lay aside the presenit system. Weshouid
net lay aside the present systeni ff it ibe
equai or superier te the one that is pro-
posed. BotUh sides corne- before, the reviaer
or arbiteir te, iake ou~t their ease. Tbiey
bave -attorneys. They state reasons why
certain narnes sliould be Ieft off the lista
orwihy theys'hould, le put on, -and the city
clerk, a sworn officiai cf the city, sits in
judgsnent. TJhen thle persons whose naines
are posted up are alicwed te volte. 1 have
bad experience of enurnerators in my time.
Sonie tiwenty odd years age rMr. E. H. Har-
rington, a very respectable -and honourable
barrister cf Ha¶Iifax, was appointed revising
barister. Next Mr. -B. H. lEaton was ap-
pointed. He was a iman 04f great dntegrity,
but lie waa not a native of tihe city of Hali-
fax. H1e did not know the people, and
great confusion aroae f ront the f set that the
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narnes off individuals wiho iived in one ex-
trernity -of tâte city 'were put on the lists,
-for districts fiar reinote freint their residenc-
es, and where th-ey were not known. With-
cut any intention of doing se, be rfrequently
ieft off naines which sAioulid have been on
the list, tho-se cf citizens cf respectability
whe had, been qualifled for a long turne.

It bas been dernonstrated Iby experience
in the city cf Haifax that the systeni at
present ini vogue is infiniteiy superior to any
enurnerator, even wfhen lie entera upen bils
d'uties 'with tihe best intention. First of
ail, hoe bas not thie tirne; secondiy, he bias
rot thie kno-wiedge; tbiirdly, he bas not tihie
benefit cf coliateral sources cf information
te enable imr te iake eut -a liat as aour-
ately as it can be done under thie present
systern. Sometirnes the cenduct cf these
officiails dees not sgtisfy gentlemen on the
opposite aide of politlc; but if tihey are
suceesaful in the eleetions, they say that
everytihing kias werked admi.rably and
srnootlhly, tihat 'the offici-ais have disdharged
thelir fuhctiens 'with repute, .and that l4here
couid be ne ietter systeen tlhan the one at
present ini vogue.

'Now, honoural gentlemen, flror theory.
frornt hiotory, frein expeeienSo and drei
knowiedge cf tihe eitroumstancvs, I bave ne
hesitation in saying that tihe lists as at
present prepared are ýas niear aceuracy as it
is possible for thern te be, ibecause thie ini-
formation lias been derived front 'tAe Lbest
sources, thie mnen esnpioyed are ien cf in-
t-grity, they are anxious te discliarge tiheir
d-uties prcperiy, tihey have the infermation
at hand te enable themn te do se; and,
as an honourable gentleman has said, if,
with ail those qualifications, they do net
make eut a better liat than the enurnerator
can they are crirninals, 1 shouid ba very
loth -te plwe tlhe stigmna of being criminals
upon the heads cf those city officiais who
have given the best cf their services and
have the confidence cf the cornmunity.

Hon. Mr. DAVID: I shouid iike te ask
the honourabie the leader cf the Govern-
ment a question. 1 have tried twice to do
so, but did not suceeed. I arn cf the
opinion cf the honcurable member for Ot-
taw-a (Hon. Mr. Beleourt). 1 cannot
believe that there is ne way te an agree-
ment. The heneurable leader cf the House
bas said that the question cf agreernent
was closed; but dees hie net think that the
suggestions made by the bonourabie mernt-
ber for Harnilton (Hon. Mr. Lynch-Staun-
ton) opens thie door te another conférence,
*and dees lie net tbink that the differences


