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things froM that point of view, I do not
conaider that we are justified' in asking
the country ta put up the money called
for by t.bis Bill. Now we inight consider
this queetion £ronm another point cf view.
Plhe people of Uhi country to-day are asked
ta raise znoney for the Patriotie Fund, Rqd
Cross Fun~d and other worke cf 4.hat kind
for the purposa of carrying on neceesary
wcrks in proeecuting the wer; -and, the
amount of money raiead in ths.t way would
not equal tihe emojint of monay that we
are asked i this cae, ta pledge the cdun-
try ta. When 'the people of Canada realiza
the amount cf money that thie whole
éehema wil.l cost, I think they will con-
sider that it is not an undertaking that the
Government *ihould be dealing with at the
prasent time. Se yesis ago when the
country w.ss in a much more prosparous
condition than it is to-,day, the Miniater ol
Railways waas asked to 'take over one ci
these roads and Tnake it a part cf the In-
tercoloni'al railwey, but he did not feel him-
,self juistified at thet tinie in doing se..
He considerad it was not in the interest
cf the country that the Intercolonial rail-
way should ha buying up railroads here
and there simply because nmen who had
put their money into theni and had floated
the bonds on these roads found they were
not as prosperous as they *had axpectadl,
and they were flot getting the return for
their xnoney thet they had hoped for.
Therefore. if we woe flot justified. in the
opinion cf the then Minister of Railways,
in taking, hold of that Lothinière and Me-
gsntic Toad, 1 do net consider we are justi-
Fied ini taking 'hold cf it te-day, when we
have so much heavier 'burdens to place
upon the people cf this country. Owing to
the war the Minister cf Finance bas had
ta place on the people of this country
direct taxation for the purpose of helping
ta defray the cest of this war. He bas had
te cause the people of this ceuntry ta psy
an extra cent. on every latter they post snd
twe cents on eviery cheque they draw, and
a nurnher cf other taxations of that kind.
The people will psy these taxes willingly
if it means that the money will be used
for the purpose of meeting the burdens
placed on the country by this wsr, -but I
deubt very much whether the people wil
feel that'they arc justified An paying these
taxes if the Government use their meney
for the purpose of buying railroads cf this
sort, which are net paying conýcerns, ývhieh
msy ha said ta lie non-producing raiîroads
in any shape or form. It will be mnany
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years before they can be put in any posi-
tion ta produce a revenue to pay the in-
tareet on the money that 'bas been spent
upon them. The other day there was a
long discussion in another place on the
question of the Government taking over ail
the railways of the country and assuming
the nationalization of the railways. If th-E
Government is bo be called upon to take
ovar those railways and pay for thesu a
great deal more than any business man
would pay for them, 1 consider that it
would ba one of the very strongest argu-
ments against any proposai for the na-
tionalization of the reailways of this coun-
try. The people will consider that the
Government at the present time should do
evierything they can te conserve the re-
sources of the country and prevant waste of
money, but while the membars of the Gov-
erament bave been telling the people f rom
one end of the country to the other that
they must economize and save money in
every possible direction, they set the worst
possible example in proposing to buy out
roada of this kind, and turn them over
to the Intercolonial railway and the Na-
tional Transcontinental. Hon. gentle-
men here have not had a great
deal of time to consider this Bill.
When they corne to look into it I think
they will feel that Îhe,! are flot justified
in placing on the country to-day a burden
such as this Bill calls upon them to carry.
The burdens of the country are increasing
enormously in a financia] way, and at the
same time, I regret to ssy, cur population
is not increasîng nearly as fast as it did
years ago. With a population that is in-
creasing- slovly, we will have ta meet a
burden for interest on indebtedness such as
this country has neyer had to face before.
and the people will find. thernselves
burdened with taxation which will take
them a very long lime ta overcorne. The
Minister cf Inland Revenue found it neces-
sary the other day ta place a tax on ail
business enterprises in this country. Hie
took 25 per cent cf the profits cf companies
after they had paid 10 per cent dividends.
for the purpose cf supplying the meney
necessary ta help prosecute the war, and
yet we find the Government is asking us
now ta pass a Bill which -will cause theni
to incur an expenditure that will eat up
at lest one-third, if not more, cf the pro-
ceeds of that tax. These are the reasans
why I consider that this House would net
be justified in passing this Bill. I there-
fore inove, seconded by Hon. Mr. Watson,


