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amn supposed te have knewledge enough to
express an opinion, or to be asked te ex-
press an opinion on a question of that kind.
I give ne opinion but iny own. It is net
ex cathedra at ail. It is. net after con-
sultation with the goverrnent or anybody
else. 1 gather that opinion from some study
I have given te the question, and from per-
haps rny own intuitions as a Canadian as
to what -Canada shouid do in the premises.
If the policy ef the government is te act,
well and geod, if it is sufficient, if it is in
line with what I have outlined, then it
will be the juxtaposition of twe minds
brought te bear en a very important ques-
tion. First, Canada should build her own
navy. That is arnong the propositions
wvhich I make as an hon. member of this
House. Canada should have a navy of her
ewn, built in Canadian shipvards, juat as
the Britiszh,' Frenîch, United States and
Japan navies are being buiît. I de net
think w-e shouid imnport the battieships. I
arn assuming that we will have a navy, and
I do net think we shouid imnport cruisers
unless in an emergency. Brazil has bought
her fleet in the Britishi market, and I be-
lieve Spain has aise. We rnay be driven
te that course aIse if the emergency arises.
My proposition is that we sheuld make
preparations at an early date foi building
cur own ships, and building them by such
skilled labeur as we can suppiy, or such
skiiied labeur as can be irnperted for the
puypose. 'ý%haL would be the result et such
a course? In the flrst place it -wouid mean
the influx of an enermeus amount et capi-
tai. If any hon, gentlemen have passed
through the Clyde or Nexvcastie-.on-Tyne,
or the great shipyards ef Liverpool, they
will have seen at a glance what the con-
struction ef large ships, either for merchant
marine or for naval purpeses, would re-
quire. As I have already said, it would
mean the influx et rnuch capital. We wel-
corne capital, ne matter frein what source it
cornes.

It is gratifying te know that the Arn-
enicans, in order te overceme the difficulties
created by their own tariff, have invested
a few millions o! meney in Canada. A
few millions in shîpping will be useful for
the nierchant marine as Weil as the navy.
It would mean a new industry, the em-
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ployrnent of thousands of people, and give
an impulse to our steel and iron industry.
We should make our own armour plate and
everything else, except perhaps the arma-
ments, in our country. It should be a great
home. industry, and a Canadian industry
under the control of the best experts the
adrniralty could afford, and our vessels
should conform to the best methods of
ship building. It is said that if we build
a navy it wouid become scrap iron in a
short time, as seme of the vesseis built in
Britain have. We have to take our chances
on that. We must keep up with the proces-
sion if we can, and we have to take chances
that the ships we build now, in twenty or
thirty years may not be the best for the
purposes for which they were interaded,
but they shouid be built now of the highcst
class and best modern equiprnent. They
should be capable of substantial defencel
if required. I do net mean that we should
have a navy ail at once but it should ho
se substantial when cornpleted, if ever coin-
pleted, or when it has reached the point
wý%e thînk we shouid aim at, that it woul
render geod service in defending our tradle
routes, and, if necessary, defending oi
ceasts. It shouid be manned by Canadiaxis,
if possible. The policy of Australia is te
berrow cruisers, we may have te do the
saine, but they look forward te the tinie
when they will man their ships, and 'vo
rnust look ferward te the time when w c
will man ours We .have. 71,000 fishermen,
with a geed many thousand beats, the best
material te make such searnen as won Mec-
tories for llritain in days of oid. Thýe
fishermen of Gloucester manned the Ameni-
can fleet in the Spanish war. The fishermen
of New Brunswick and Nova Setia would
man a fleet almost as large as the Britisli.
We ceuld man such a fleet as we required
frein our own fishermen and have many
te spare, and we would give them ern-
pioyment in the country and we would
train them to searnanship, which wouid
be necessary for defence purposes. Our
navy should be under the control ef Can-
ada, at the same time it should be one of
the units for the defence of the empire if
required. What we do fer Canada we de
for the empire. What the empire dees for


