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The amendment proposed by the member for Wild Rose is
an important step to show Canadians the justice system and we
as parliamentarians can and will respond to their needs. I urge
members on the government side of the House to support this
amendment.

Mr. Randy White (Fraser Valley West, Ref.): Mr. Speaker, I
will give the House a bit of history about why this 30 per cent for
room and board is in Bill C-45.

About two years ago, shortly after the election, I found out
prisoners in Canada were receiving certain payments. I asked
the solicitor general why they were receiving those payments.
His comment was to acknowledge it. He said that in his bill
coming forward to the people of Canada he would address that.
How he addressed it was to take 30 per cent out for room and
board.

If we address a problem with an answer of 30 per cent I
suggest that 70 per cent is wrong. He has left out 70 per cent. Our
amendment is light. Although I am in favour of it, I wish our
member for Wild Rose had put a higher percentage in it.

I will give 21 reasons why it is light. These 21 reasons are
benefits, things given to inmates in our prisons. I have spent a
lot of time going through prisons, at parole boards, at hearings
and so on.

Inmates today receive a room. It is not much of a room but it is
paid for by the taxpayer. They get meals. Check the menu
sometime. The Liberals should go to some of the institutions and
check what is on the menus. They would say it is not bad for
people incarcerated for various crimes, and it is paid for by the
taxpayers.
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They get counselling. They should have counselling. After
all, if they are to come out we should do something to improve
on what went in. That is paid for by the taxpayers. They get
education. Good old Karla Homolka has her education paid for
by the taxpayer. They get their clothing, and it is not bad
clothing, paid for by the taxpayer.

Let us get into some other things they get in our prisons
courtesy of the government. They get the right to refuse work. In
our prisons today if a prisoner does not want to work he says no.
That is not bad. Most of us on the outside have to work.

They have access to legal aid. How many know Clifford Olson
has about 30 litigation cases before the federal government
today? The federal government tried to stop him by filing
litigation to stop him from filing litigation. Talk about a
government that has gone weird.
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They get legal aid. You ought to see the lawyers inside those
prisons, standing there saying: ““You need my help”.

The Deputy Speaker: Perhaps the hon. member was not here
earlier when a colleague used the word “‘you’’. I know we are all
back at school, but I ask the hon. member to refer to the Chair if
the word ‘““you™ is being used.

Mr. White (Fraser Valley West): Mr. Speaker, I was using
the word *‘you™ in a different context. If I want to refer to the
people who should be listening, I will say Liberals or govern-
ment.

If a prisoner is incarcerated for less than two years in this
country they can vote in British Columbia. Who has a litigation
case before the crown that if they are in excess of two years in a
federal penitentiary they will be able to vote? Yes, the inmates.
suppose they will get that. Next the Liberals will be in the
institutions looking for the vote from the very people they gave
it to.

An hon. member: They will parole people to run.

Mr. White (Fraser Valley West): Let us talk about the money
inmates get in prisons. GST rebates, congratulations. They get
old age security. They get the Canada pension plan. They get the
guaranteed income supplement because they do not make
enough money with old age security. They do get medical but
you and you out there have to pay for it. They get dental
coverage. How many people have to pay for dental work? The
government is asking for 30 per cent of their income.

Let us not forget about the free condoms. Let us not forget
they can grieve virtually anything they wish. In the observations
I made last year there were in excess of 3,200 grievances by
inmates in the Atlantic region and in the western region. When
they file a grievance there must be a grievance committee
assembled of staffers and inmates, the chairman of which may
be an inmate. Congratulations.

How many people know about project bleach? That is where
we give them a one ounce bottle of bleach to sterilize their
needles for cocaine intake. Congratulations, Liberals.

This must have been a mistake, but I found that several
inmates last year were getting UIC cheques when in federal
penitentiaries in excess of two years. The problem was their
stupidity because they usually mail them to an address outside
the penitentiary where nobody can find it. These guys did not
think. They sent it to the prison and got it from there.
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Let us not forget subsidized cigarettes. From a study we did
last year we found that cigarettes are cheaper inside penitentia-
ries. The difference between the cost of cigarettes inside a
prison and in a store on the outside is anywhere from 42 cents a
pack to $1.62 a pack. I have had many people say that is not
subsidization. However, when we checked with the solicitor
general’s department we found the reason they are cheaper by



