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Private Members' Business

PRIVATE MEMBERS' BUSINESS

[English]

AGRICULTURE

FAMILY FARM

Mr. Vic Althouse (Mackenzie) moved:

That, in the opinion of this House, the government should consider
hie advisability of prolecting the fanily farn through stable returns to
producers and funding for assenbly and long-tern lease-purchase of
farmland.

He said: Mr. Speaker, for a few moments this after-
noon I take my privilege and right as a private member to
introduce some ideas I hope the government will attend.
It seems to me it has been pursuing policies on agricul-
ture and trade that are not serving the best interests of
local and rural communities. I was hoping this afternoon
to put a few ideas before the government that would
make it change its policy so they would be more helpful
to rural people.

In all debates on agriculture, trade and economic
policies these days from the government benches I will
begin by saying that we have to face that we are a global
community and we must be competitive in that global
community. We must have sustainable production and
things will taper off after that.

We should make it quite clear there has never been
anything but a recognition by Canadians of all persua-
sions, whether they are Progressive Conservatives, New
Democrats, Liberal or political non-believers, that we
are living in a global economy. I am from western
Canada. Most of its economy is dominated by people
who originated in Europe. They came to that part of the
world because they thought there were some opportuni-
ties. The products they produced had to go to other parts
of the world to find markets. We have always been a
global economy in terms of the thinking on the farms of
western Canada.

We have contacts in all parts of the globe. We sell to
all parts of the globe. There has never been any doubt
that we were a global economy. It leaves me somewhat
sad and baffled to see the front benches of the Conserva-
tive government trying to pretend that they are inventing
globalization. They have not.

What they have invented is a different kind of globali-
zation. It is becoming evident in the economic models.
When one looks at the practice of the three or four
larger trading blocs of the world one sees that there are
emerging three global models.

One model is the American-British model, the sort of
Reagan-Thatcher view of life, that looks at the world
working in an economic system wherein there are very
few rules other than the devil take the hindmost and the
one with the most bucks wins. This kind of economic
model means the lowest price and the cheapest wage will
always get the jobs. That is a model that has no great
future.

Granted, it is the one the government is attempting to
tie itself to, a deregulated kind of economy with no rules
and nothing limiting the power of the transnational and
international corporations. It has not worried about what
happens to the people who have to stay in the country
and cannot move as readily and as easily as transnational
corporations. We can forget about that model. We have
to worry about it now because the government that
adopted it as its code of practice is now in power.
Hopefully it will not last very much longer.

Another economic model that has been pursued glob-
ally with some success is the Japanese model wherein
business and government form a very cosy alliance and
various corporations do joint ventures. The Japanese for
Japanese business take on the world and usually win.
That model is beginning to show some signs of having
difficulties. Mostly the problem is that we have great
difficulty from a societal sense accepting the close
regimentation workers have to follow and the loyalty to
their company for a lifetime.
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It goes both ways. The company is also loyal to its
workers. That has not been part of our practice in this
country and so we probably would find that somewhat
difficult to adapt to.

Most futurists see the third model, the European
model that has developed, as the kind of model that is
most likely to survive because it is a more communal
kind of model involving labour, workers, rural people,
governments and corporations all working together for a
set of combined common goals that are good for all of
the participants in the effort to expand their influence in
the world community.
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