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To those who will voice concern at the extent of the
powers assumed by the government under this procedure,
I can only say that I sympathize with their attitude, and
applaud them for speaking out. I hasten to suggest, how-
ever, that the legislative record of this Parliament in the
field of individual liberties contributes unequivocally to
its credibility and good faith.

. I promise that the House shall be kept fully informed
if any changes in the regulations are made. Furthermore,
I pledge that all extraordinary powers will be withdrawn
as soon as it has been demonstrated that there is a
cessation of the violence and the threats of violence
which made necessary their introduction. I intend to
repeat that assurance and offer an explanation of govern-
ment activities in this matter to the Canadian people
through the public media later today.

Before I sit down, Mr. Speaker, it would be inappropri-
ate were I not to mention to the House my gratitude for
the understanding which has been offered me in the last
24 hours by the leaders of the opposition parties and by
certain members of the Privy Council, including the right
hon. member for Prince Albert and the Right Hon. Lester
B. Pearson. For their wise counsel I say, thank you.

Some hon. Members: Hear, hear!

Hon. Roberi L. Stanfield (Leader of the Opposition):
Mr. Speaker, we are discussing a most serious matter, a
matter fraught with the most serious consequences for
our country and one which I hope I can discuss in that
sense and in the full recognition of the very grave issues
that are involved in the measures that the government
has taken. The Prime Minister (Mr. Trudeau) did inform
me and the leaders of the other parties last night about
the probability of this action being taken, and I appreci-
ate that courtesy. There was also some discussion. I know
the Prime Minister did not intend at all to indicate that
the action the government proposed to take had been
approved by the leaders of the opposition parties, but I
wish to make it perfectly clear that while I was informed
of the decision to be taken and while there was an
opportunity for some discussion I was, of course, in no
position to and did not give any approval.

I am certainly not contesting the legitimacy of the
proclaiming of the War Measures Act, or the legal power
of the government to 1ssue this proclamation and these
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The Prime Minister has touched upon something that
is of great concern to me. I refer to the possibility that a
measure such as this could lead to escalation and might
perhaps increase the tendency of some people to be
attracted to radical movements. Therefore, because I
recognize the need for action and am very concerned
about the sweeping measures the government has adopt-
ed, I think it is important that at this time we consider
the need of restricting any extraordinary measures to the
greatest possible extent and for the shortest period of
time.

e (11:30 a.m.)

I do not want to be partisan and I do not propose to be
partisan on this occasion, at least, but in due course
questions will have to be asked about how the condition
in which we now find ourselves in this country devel-
oped. But I think the Prime Minister must find himself in
a most extraordinary position as a man who advocated
fervently the entrenchment of civil rights in our constitu-
tion and, within a relatively short period thereafter, is in
the position of invoking the War Measures Act and sus-
pending in a substantial way the tradition of civil liber-
ties of Canadians for a substantial period of time.



