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judginent, when the branch lune program
should give the people the service that is re-
quired.

Mr. DUN'NING: Will my lion. friend per-
mit a question regarding that branch lime
matter ? Do I understand humi to advocate
that the Canadian National ghould aIso be
given charter rights in advance of the actual
money bill passing this house? Does he meaný
to go back to that systern with respect to the
Canadian National?

Mxr. GARDINER: I would prefer to see
the matter handled either way; that until
such time as the Canadian Pacifie are ready
to build they should not receive any charter
rights any more -than the Canadian Nationial.
You can use whichever method you like, but
I would prefer the ane systern for the Cari-
adian Pacific as is now used for the Canadian
National, provided that system could be used
effeotively.

Mr. DUNNING: That is the difficulty.

Mr. GARDINER: I amn going te take the
rest of my time te deal with a matter of vital
importance to the faarners, of western Canada,
namely, the question of the Canada Grain
Act.

The first staternent I wish te make is that
wbile the crop of laat year is the largest
ever grown ini western Canada, it is my
huimble judgment that that crup was niot
produced at a profit. I am*' not going te say
that it wae produced at a loss, but the mar-
gin recei.ved. by the fariner wae se close to
the cost of production that we can say that
the crop was not, produced at a -profit. I
think 1 cmn say that the crop was probably
the greatest disappointrnent of any crop that
has been grown in the west for insny yeare
past. This was due to cliratic conditions,
frost, bail and so f orth, and consequently we
cannot blarne a.ny one in that regard. The
idea, however, seems to be prevalent, par-
ti'cuiarly in eastera Canada, that the fariners
this year made a tremendous a.mount of
money out of wheat. If you go into the
email towns in western Canada the merchants
there will tell you very quickly that the far-
mers at thé pyresent turne have no purchasing
power and consequently they could not have
made a great deali of rnoney out of wheat.
Indeed, I arn satisfied-they did not rnake any
money a, all and if they broke even, Vhey
were lucky.

In a year like this it is only natural that
the grading system, should corne under review
and criticisrn by the person who produces the
cornmodity. This year has been no exception
to the rule. 1 have Gxea.rd more criticismn

this year than I have ever heard bef ore
directed against -the grading system and the
fariner feels that the tirne bias corne when
some better systern should be evolved in re-
gard to gradinig bis wheat. The fariner main-
tains that the present systern does not deter-
mine to any great extent the milling value
of bis product and it is on the basis of the
rnilling value of his product that be receives
a price for ùhat commýodity in tbe markets
of the world. In view of the investigation of
the agricultural cornnittee last yeair into this
question and tbe possibility of the matter
arising again -out -of their report, 1 amn not
goîng to suggest any particular rnethod or
an-y particular change. I hope, bowever,
that something may be done. The fariner
of the west feels tha;t juat se long as the per-
sonal elernent enters into the question of
grading bis produet, lie wiil neyer have a
satisfactory systern, and I hope that ways and
means wiil be found by the agricultural coin-
mitteýe of bringing in a systein that will be
more satisfactory in deteàrrining the rniling
value of tbis particular cornrodity.

The greatest criticisrn, bowever, is heing
ievelled at the present turne in western Can-
ada against the Board of Grain Commis-
sioners and it is my purpose to deal for a few
minutes with this commission. The Board
of Grain Commnissioners was appoin.ted te
admrinister tâe Canada Grain Act. That is
its duty and function. The farmers of the
west clairn that the commission bas not been
administering tbe act as it sh-ould be.

Before I proceed further, let me informn
thie bouse tha;t ahl the expenses of the grain
commission in regard te inspection weighing
and ail the services which it provides, are
paid for by the farmers tbernseives. Certain
charges are ievied against each car of wfbeat,
te the extent of two dollars, I believe, and
those charges cuver the expenses of the grain
commission and aIl tiey bave to do in con-
necti-on witb the administration of the act.
Therefore the administration of tbe act does
dees not ceet the people of Canada anytbing.
Under those eircurnstances we say tbat we
want a board of grain commissioners that will
interpret and administer tbe act as the Rouse
of Commons intended it sbould be adrninis-
tered.

'Mbe greatest criticism of the Board of
Grain Comrnissioners is witb regard to what
tbey rail this "hy.brid" or "bigb-powered"
ticket for special hinned grain. This ticket
baa been isgued and forced upon farrners even
though they have refused to accept it. The
Board of Grain Commissioners i letters that
I have seen have stated te farmers wlio bave


