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Mr. A. E. ROSS (Kingston City): Mr.
Speaker, I can hardly agree with the minister
that this question was not discussed hy the
former committee; 1 cannot recail any phase
of the coal situation that was flot taken into
account by that committee, and I think he
will find from the reports that this and ail
other features of the coal problem were con-
sidered. The minister does flot in this par-
liament, nor did he in the former parliament,
seem to, le seized with the seriousness of
the situation. Let me draw your attention
to these faots, Mr. Speaker. On January 22
last the member for W/est Calgary (Mr. Ben-
nett) brouglit to the attention of the min-
ister what he considered to be a very serious
situation, and on January 25 the member for
Bow River (Mr. Garland) also called the
attention of the minister to a similar con-
dition. On that occasion the minister replied:

There may be a serious emergeney no far as the
minera of Alberta are concerned, but at the moment
there is no emergency at this end.

At that very time the situation was serious
in eastern Ontario. Only two months before
that the minister must have been aware of
the emergent conditions, because he is re-
ported in a Canadian Press despatch from
Ottawa, dated December 28, under the head-
ing, "Hon. Charles Stewart warns the public
of possible acute situation," as follows:

Hon. Charles Stewart in an interview here strongly
recommends householders "to immediately proteet them-
selves by laying ini supplies of whatever fuel they can
obtaim at present prioes.

And so on. So at that time there was Pt

serious fuel situation according to the min-
ister; but on January 25 lie stated there was
no emergency at this end, although at that
time there was an alarming situation. The
minister seems to be irnbued witli the same
spirit to-day in dealing with this subjeet: lie
is going to wait until this committee reports,
just as9 he did before-

Mr. STEWART (Edmonton): May 1 in-
terject? I neyer said any.thing of the kind.

Mr. ROSS (Kingston): Mr. Speaker, the
situation is so serious to-day that the govern-
ment should assume full responsibility. This
government lias achieved an unenviable repu-
tation for appointing committees and comnis-
sions of one kind and another wliich bave
never accomplished anything. We liad a pulp-
wood commission appointed by the leader of
this government, and what did tliey do? They
went gypsying in a modern way, enjoying
ai trip in excellent cars, Pullmans and so on,
until the Finance minister liad to send out
a message calling tliem home, removing tliem

from the job and the payroll. 1 cannot see
that anything will be accomplished by this
committee; tlie matter is so serious to-day
tliat the goverament sliould set tliemselves to,
its settiement, and deal witli it and take tlie
responsibility.

Mr. MAJCKFENZIE KING: Mr. Speaker-

Sir HENRY DRAYTON: Is tliis to close
the debate?

Mr. MACKENZIE JUNG: No, it is not.
Sir HENRY DRAYTON: If the mover

speaks the debate is closed, but if it is quite
clear that sucli will not be the case, it is
ail riglit.

Mr. SPEAKER: What is tlie point?
Sir HENRY DRAYTON: The riglit lion.

Prime Minîster rose to speak, and I pointed
out that that would close the debate, as lie liad
made the motion.

Mr. 'MACKENZIE KING: I just wislied
to Say a word in explanation.

Sir HENRY DRAYTON: I arn quite
content to have the lion. gentleman speak on
the understanding that the debttte is not
tliereby closed.

Mr. MACKENZIE KING: I merely wish
to make an explanation. So far as the gov-
ernment are concerned we are simply seeking
to meet the wish of the lion. member for East
Lambton (Mr. Armistrong), who expressed the
desire that this committee be appointed. In
order to meet the wisli of the hon. member
the government agreed to appoint a commit-
tee, but if hon. gentlemen opposite think such
a committee would serve no purpose, we are
quite prepared to witlidraw the motion..

Mr. F. P. QUINN (Halifax): As this
matter is of the greatest importance to the
province of Nova Scotia, frorn whicli I corne,
and whio.h province lias the greateat developed
coal resources in the wliole Dominion, I miglit
point out that in the composition of this
committee Nova Scotia lias no representation.
The, province o! New Brunswick, whici lias
comparatively small coal resources, is repre-
sented; the province of Albierta is also repre-
sented, and I would like to ask wliy there
is no representative on that committee from.
the province of Nova Scotia.

Mr. MACKENZIE KING: My lion. friend
lias asked why there is no representative of
Nova Scotia on that committee. My under-
standing, Mr. Speaker, is tliat the whips of
the diffement parties were requested to liand
in the names of those members wliom they
wished to serve on that committee. As Most


