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T'a the IHonaureble,
The Çomsmissiouer of Public Wamks,

Ottevwa, Ont.
Deer Sir.-Wa are informed thelt the gevern-

ment cantamplate dcepcuing the Galops rapida
ou the southerîr aide of the river. Stould this
te douie, we tbtir Lt viii prove to te an Irre-
trievable mis-take. as Lt viii necesssmiiy leave
a wai ou ei-tber aide af ttc propoeed channel
vamying from five ta seven feet higb, full off
shaTp, scraàggy rocks pmotmudliug, andi a vind
acroais tie river eltiher vey wouid drift a taw
of craft agaInat titis sicmaggy vil sud sinir
ttem ;furttermore, the cutng o! this channel
woanid lower the veter abave tram one ta anc
and a tait feet.

Nû,w. theme ta alreadly a chanueil on the nott
aide o! the river 400 feel vide sud 13 feet deep,
sud tte onîr obstruction in this ehannel La a
large rock about ten feèt La diameter andi six
or seven feet under vateir. Ta taire ont this
rock wonld not distumt thc depît af the chan-
nel atove. and we trust that instead of cutting
a channel on thc sauth aide o! the river, the
govemument wiii have this large rock removed
sud thereby furiat s good channel wtilh
craftLa can navigele wiilJh sfety.

Yonr abedient servants,
D. D. Calvin, J. A. Brecir, Oapt. S. Anderson,

John Dannelly, Joseph- Murrey, John Gasimn,
Folger Bros., A. Gunu, Hugh Scott, Mantreal
Forvarding Co. (Limited). James Stewart,
agent ;St. Lawrence & ChIiega F'orvarding
Co., John MûFariane, agent, D. Macphie, man-
ager ;Montreal Transportation Ca., Hugh Me-
Lennan, preisideut.

P.S.-W!e woutlýd beg ta refer yau tac Thomas
Keefer's repart ou thie subjeat whilsit Hamil-
tan Mritt wes chie! commiesioner about ttc
year 1841 or 1842.

Hare are some otter Jettera
Kingston, November 1., 1880.

To the Honourable,
Thc Mînister of Public Worirs,

Ottawa. Ont.
Sim. I have been a pilot on the River St. LJaw-

rence ever sIace the yeem 1828, and I know
wtet I amn .sayiug vten I state that If ttechan-
nel Is macle Lu the Galops rapids vteme your
chain tug La now at vomr, Lt wili ccrteiniy
lowver the veter above. Even nov tte smaii
amount cf vorir they have donc Is decldedly
noticcable and detrimental. To use a homely
Illustration, It hias the seme effent on a stream
that the tairing awey of a midi dam vonifi have.
Nov, instad of maing a new chanucil wtere
yýour men arc working, if yen let the chaiu
tug taire awey the big rock bhiaI abstruets ttc
preseut elhannetl wc could thon teke clown ten
or eleven barges instead of four as at present,
It tas been ctated thet the chain- tug cannaI
te plecedi at the rock, but I wou:ld agrcc ta
place hem there myseiif, sud oould fumnisti a
gusrantee theait I amn abie ta do wtat I eay.

Ycnurs truiy,
(Sgd.), JOHN SUGH'RUE,

Master Steamer 1 Chiettiu.'
I alsa have teen a pilot au ttc St. Lawrence

for thimty yeears, and conceir Lu ttc within.
Youms tmuir,

(Sgd.) CAPT. S. ANDERtSON,
Master Steamer ' Hirami Calvin.'

St. Catharines, June 1, 1881.
To thc Hon. Sir Otaries Tupper,

Minister a! Raiiwsys sud Ganais.
Deer Sr.-Âfter a loug sud ca-refuil considler-

atlon of the ccntempiatcd memaval of ttc rock

that obstruets nàvigattan at the Galops rapide
lu the St. Lawrence river, I feel confident that
if the work of remloval te successfully scam-
piis'hed, that the desirad resui;ts wiii flot te
obtainefi. for the very reason, that In remaving
the obstruction aut of the river, Lt will give
the water a free course ta run off that mach
tester. sud as a naturial consequence lower the
river at the head of the rapids ln proportion
ta the obstruction re-mavefi, anfi in place of
eight or nine feet of water (as the case may
te) at the entreance of the canal, as at pre-
sent yen will dind tihat Lt wil'l be reducefi In
proportion to the channel that yen malie for
the escape of the water, I have, I telieve,
unaturcd a plan wtict. if carriefi out, wdll give
the desired depth of wster on the rapide., aud
at the se&me t4me give you, tram eigtteen inches
ta two feet more in the head of the canal than
ycu have at the pre3sent Urne-I stonifi taire
pleasure Iu iccming ta Ottawa fr(ee of charge
and explaýin ta yau my plan, If you thinir Lt
wort,tv of consiileration, wtich if adooted
wonld I arn certain produce the desired results,
sud eit les than tel! the coast of renccving the
rock, wticb If successfuily accarnplLs'hcd wiii
not remove the evil compieined of. AU that 1
recuire La that if you adopt my scherne that
rau wilI give me the preference of daing the
wenrk. I bave the tonour ta te,

Yanr obedilent servant,
. (Egd.) ELI HIGOINS.

Kingston, Augusýt 15, 1884.
To the Minister of Public Works,

Deoar Sir,-Our oldest tiug captain tas macle
a representaition ta me In suet cmpteatic ternis
that I causîder Lt my duty to communicate his
opinion ta you. W'hat I refer to La ltc bist-
Lng farming a uew -channel in the Galops
rs,pids. He says ttey are meking a uew iohI-
nel the lest six yesars in s place whcre tihe
volume af water naturatly daes not mun, amd
neyer can be macle a suecceasifuil channel ta run
clown wltt a taw of barges. Some four years
aga the writcr addre;ssed a letter ta the same
effeet. a short time atter tte vomr vas begun,
but no notice vas taken cf tte niatter. En-
gineers may te ahl vemry veli In thedir vay, tut
va vould suggeat that piiotts and perties vhoknov about the river and, its curments stauld
have been consulted. This morning tte matter
vas again preasefi upon me, as the piloa saSy
that during low waitem this uew current La go-
Lng ta dmav off caome of tte vater fmam the
natureil chan-nel and maire It unnavIgable for
large tovs. This letter La nat sent in a fauît-
finding spirit, but with the test intentions-.
The new channei when finisted can neyer te
nsed for a tav of barges, as the current des
nat enter stmalght et thc upper enida, sud
bargeis wyul tail dovu on the port sida tefora
ther cen ha enterefi. Six barges nov lu the,
ustural chenuci. but four barges cannet te
tarcu clown the uew wheu dunis-hef. It wili te
a greet calanaity if yau dcstney thUa chsunel.

Youms trndly.
(Sgd.) P. R. HENDERSON.

There Istare latter after latter ta, the hon.
ininistar protestiug agaiust this clmannel te-
iug -mada whamc Lt was, not only for the
reason that Lt wonId te impossible for vaes-
sels to navigata it safely, but also because
Lt was makiug a eut by which the waterj0
off tha St. Lawrence aboya wouid be grat-
Iy raducad lu daptt. I suppose thut may
hava beau ana off the reasons whict influ-
exîced the ton. miniStar Lu office at that
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