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don market at present, although not very quotable. There
is another little railway called the Elgin and something
railway ; but for one or both of these railways, the peop'e
“of the county of Albert, not & very large county, had given
maunicipal bonuses, and they were interested in the keeping
up of the road, and they were interested, also, in being
relieved of their bonuses. It was rather a burning question,
1 believe, in the county of Albert, down to, and sometime
bofore, the 11th February. We are familiar with the road,
we koow it in the way in which the Parliament of Canada
knows a great many concerns-~we have loaned it rome
money, asmall sam —I am again astonished at the modera-
tion of the Government—I think it was only $15,000 at
that time, a trifle hardly worth spending ten seconds of the
clock to talk of, but still we loanod the road $15,000. The
road and the general condition of railway facilities were
rather a burning question, and consequently it was a very
important thing that the people of Albert should kuow
that something was going to be done ; and in this case, as
it did not concern Cumberland, Colchester and Pictou,
which had to be attended to, cotite que coiite,and as to which
there must be a decision arrived at, but as it was not quite
go important, an Order in Council was not passed, but the
proposal was to be submitted to the colleagues of the hon.
gentleman, and the hon. member for Albert read, I have no
doubt, with that correct emphasis and admirable punctuation
of which we have had experience, this telegram, and I dare
ray he received a round of enthusiastic cheers and very
much supgort from the people of Albert, as having been
the happy medium or instrument by which these good
things had reached Albert. Now, therefore, I think, for
these and for some other reasons, it will be premature for
us to congratnlate ourselves just at this moment upon the
moderation ot the Minister of Finance. Bat, Sir, the hon,
gentlemau then proceeds to say that I sent Mr, Anglin down
to Nova Scotia, and he used a number of his old adjectives
and substantives with reference to Mr. Anglin’s mission,
and what he did, and what he said. Now, it may be sur-
prising, Sir, but it is a fact, that up to the moment the hon.
gentleman read some passages from Mr. Anglin’s speech, I
had never seen or heard of the maiter. It may be surpris-
ing, but it is a fact, that, so far from my having sent Mr,
Anglin to Nova Scotia, we neither huad any communicaticn
on the subject of his proposed visit there, nor was I cog:
nisant of the fact that it was to take place, nor did I know
that it would take place until one day—for it seems I am
to relieve myself of the impeachments of these hon. gentle-
men by making disclosures which one need not, ordinarily,
be called upoa o make. His son happens to be a student
in my office. I sent a dinner card inviting Mr, Anglin to
dinner. His boy came to me with the card, and he said :
“8ir, here is the note; I was just going to send it
to my father, but he has gone down to Nova
Scotia. He has been away a week,” That is the
first I ever heard of Mr, Anglin going, or intending to go,
down to Nova Scotia., Bat the hon. gentleman are deter-
mined to make Mr. Anglin my deputy. They say heis my
ambassador ; they say I sent him there. Well, I have
told you the literal fact. Now, I do not know, except
what the hon. gentleman has read, as to what Mr. Anglin
said about jt. All I can say is, I repeat that I never
bad the slightest conversation with that gentleman as to
going anywhere, as to his doing any such business, or as to
hissaying anything of the kind, and whatever he said,
whatever he did, was, as 1 presume, stated irom & knowl-
edge of my public utterances of the past, as I know it was
not said from any private commaunication or personal com-
munication to him by me. Bat, Sir, the hon. gentleman
declared that he had there in Mr. Anglin’s speech the
proof of bribery, 8ir, I know Mr. Anglin well, I know bim
0 be a man of judgment, of sober sense, of honor, of
candor,and I was amazed to see that even the hon, gentlemsan’s

powers of imagination should be supposed capable of con-
structing any such imago from any words that Mr. Anglin
might have uttered, I will tcIl the hon. gontleman what I
believe—as ho read, I happen to huve s book here which
gave me the clue—1I will tell the hon, gentleman whence,
I presumo, Mr. Anglin derivcd bhis statement of his views.
He dorived them from former unworthy spoeches of mine,
I have no doubt. I have hero the statements which I
have mado each year, which I, tho great enemy of the
Provingo of Nova Scotis, have made, not morely
amongst my people and on the platform elsewhere, but in
this Chamber as well. We had a discussion, I think it
was in the year 1x*4, upon the subject of the proposed
railway grants, including un additional grant in respect
of the Uanadian Pacitic Railway through the Province of
Quebeo, and [ raid this:

~ “Now, Sir, T think that the position of the Province of Quebec, as I
have pointed out, has demanded for svme time past and is now demand-
ing the attention of this Parliament; aud for my part I have alwaya
been prepared to deal fairly by that or any other of the Provinces, but
on the condition of equal and fair justice to all. And I do not suppose
my hon. friend from the Province of Quebec, will ask more ; all those
sittiag on the otherside thoigh they might view my proposition differ-
ently from what [ view I do not think they will dissent trom the spirit
in which [ now address myself to them; namely that it is fuir and rea.
eonable under these circumstances when a new policy of this kind is
being proposed to consider what its real baris is, to cousider what the
real condition ot the other Provinces is relative to tbat basis and other-
wisge, and to ses whether what is being proposed as it stands, and with-
out applying proper remedies for tha application generally of the new
principle you propose can be cailed just. [ say, Sir, that for my part
I should desire and it is one of the things which is wost important for
us t» consider next to the constitutional character—I should desire that
we ghould address ourselves, very early and very earnestly, to the solu-
tion of the question, by the adoption of some plan whereby once for all
the question of the Proviucial subsidies should be placed on a perma-
nent and lasting basis I b-lieve it to be destructive of the indepen-
dence ani autonomy of the Provinces that they shonld be looking to
Ottawa for favors, that they should be dependent on the central Gov-
ernment for carrying on their affairs. 1 believe it to be destructive to
confederation itgelt that a gystom shonld continue under which it might
be said: * Ou we will go on, we will expend more, we will go into debt,
and when we get toa pass that we cannot carry on any longer, the
Ottawa Parliamect must relieve us.’ "

Then I said this :

¢ Ifit bo the fact that the Provincial Governments and Legislatures,
afier an experience of seventeen years, are not in a position financially
to discharge those functionrs which belong 10 them, the whole subject
ought to be recousidercd. 1t in consequence of their impeeuniosity they
are unable ¢ flectually to diecharee their own functions, you may do one
oftwo things. You may say : We propose to alter the constitution so
that the Central Government shall take this, that and the other, and so
relieve you both of important digaity, power and provincial autonomy,
aud f expense at the same time; or you may propose a new adjust-
ment of the financial question which will enable you eficiently to conti-
nue the discharge of those functions which for seventeen years you have
been discharging.”’

Again I said, referring particularly to Nova Scotia :

“'Quebec i3 in & condition which demaunds the serious consideration of
the Counfederation. But she is not alone in that ccadition. You will
find statements made from the Province of Nova Beotia for example,
and those who have endeavored to analyse—I know with difficulty,
with very great aptitude to her, for want (t information—those who
have attempted 10 analyse the expensss of that Province will, 1 think,
find that there has not been a very great deal to complain of in the
way of extravagance. At least that was the result of such cursory
investigation as from time to time [ have been sble to make into the
expenditure of that Proviuce, and I am not singling out any one Gov-
ernment from another; there has been alterations of government. Ido
not find that there has heen much ex'ravagance or that the expenditure
bas been in excess to a large amount, if at all, of the demands of that
Province. We know, however, that 1t3 resources are cramped, that it
is more or less in a giate of distress, locally.”

[ bave spoken also at other times and in other places, here
and elsewhere, on this subject iu the same strain, So that
I think I have shown that the views I held with respect to
tho Province of Nova Scotia, the views I held as regards
the Provinces, were views not applicable to Nova Scotia
alone, but they were views which I stated on the floor of
this Parliament, in the presence of my assembled colleagues
from all parts of Canads, as open to general discussion, and
»s applicable to the general condition of affairs, Then the



