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effective union which i represented, required many years of
cxperiment before it wag eempleted and within a century was
challenged in a edvil war $hat very nearly degtroyed it, but
jiic concepclon of & central government, of s united states,

gilled, but it rade o very great deal of difference to the
people vho went on living, and who undertook the work of
reconstruction. The becinning which we have made in thig
direction now on a much larger scale is too important to
surrender vhila the last sign of lirfe remains in the body.

It would, hoviever; bve a mistake to sugrest that
the United Nations at the moment lacks vitality., 1t has,
if anything, too much energy and is trying to accomnlish
wore than is possible in ap organization which is, as yet,
scarcely three years old. iiithin that time an elaborate
lngenious constitutional structure has been tiorked out, and
all the parts are functioning with the bhighest degree of
energy. An internetional Secretariat has been recruited
and put %o vork, and for my own part I am constantly ‘surprised
at the erficiency with which they go about their business, I
cannot immagine a more difficult task than that of recruiting
from anongst 57 nations a group of people comnetent in almost
@8 many different varieties or viork, getting them torether,
getting them trained in common procedures, gebtting them to
understand the objectives of their service. I know that the
efTiciency of the Secretariat will not save the United Nations
(1f the rerber states themselves do not wish to use the:
organization, but I think that the way in which this staff has
|been recruited and set to wiork is a most eéncouraging example
of human ingenuity and adaptability.

So successful has this prelininary viork of
organization been, that 1 am quite confident that, if some

the United Nhations could quite readily become a kind of
gyroscope to help maintain that balance. 1f some nation

is eventually determined to €0 to war, nothing, of course,
can prevent a war from breaking out. But, if over a period
(of years, we have built up customs and procedures by which
confliets can be localized and machinery of settlement put
fin operation, we shall at least have inproved our chances o
«eeping the peace and if, et the same tine, we have built up
@ body of loyalty amongst the najority of nations in support
of the organization itself, we shall have greatly increased
‘“he risks that face eny nation that is attenpting an
ageressive act, : . :

‘ Tiere are other considerations more immediaste
Id rore nractical which -Justify this organization. In one
ieLse, the Gerneral 43serbly at its last session before
Caristuas may be seld to have gone into business, Previously,
Lhe rain attention had been on structurasl organization, On -
tais occagion, however, an attenpt was nmade to face ‘up to
tome of the political problens of the world. In a c¢lumgy
tid insdaquate nanner, haltingly, often mistakenly,; the
4asenbly began to experiment in methods to circumvent the ‘
[astration which had fallen upon the Security Council.
Itﬁmk action with regard to Korea and Greece. It estae
bhﬂhed 8 continuing body of its own - the Interim Committee,
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