
2] Reinforce links with Washinto.n: On the assumption that Canada~s relations with the

Union will continue to be multidimensional in their scope, it is in Canada's interests to reinforce

links with Washington With respect to issues of mutual interest concerning the European Union.

That is, Canada should seek to benefit from Washington's privileged access to the CFSP process.

Admittedly, this will flot be easy. The attempt by Canada to associate itself with the U. S. -Union

Joint Declaration and Action Plan in a trilateral arrangement was rebuffed by both the Americans

and the Europeans. The best that could be done was to conduct negotiations with the Union in

parallel with those of the United States. Even this approach was thrown off course by the fisheries

dispute, and the Canadian-Union agreements were flot officially signed off until a year after those

involving the United States. Nonetheless, there are structural and strategic matters of mutual

interest, as well as shared commercial concernis, and an attempt to rnaintain a close liaison with

Washington inight have a multiplier effect on Canadian diplomacy.

3] Coalition building: There are aspects of the transatlantic relationship that are susceptible to

coalition building between Ottawa and members of the European Union. There is a long tradition

of Canadian policy seeking to couniterbalance U. S. policies that are problematic for Canada by

forming coalitions with like-rninded European partniers. The object, most of the time, bas not been

confrontation, but to associate Canada with a consensus that spans the Atlantic. This has been at

the core of Canadian diplomacy in NATO and elements of the approach might be successfiul even

in the very different political and institutional context of the EU. Here again, this requires a

coninitment and the resources to reinforce and build upon existing consultative mechanisms.


