
also computed the food poverty lina based on 1992 prices to, be N21 0 par head
por month or N2,520.00 per y.ar. The overall poverty line (including food andi
non-food) was N280 par head per month or N3,360.00 per head par year. The
world Bank (1995) in collaboration wlth the Faderai Office of $tatistics used tha
National Consumer Expanditure Survey data collacted in 1985/86 and 1992193
to assass the poverty trend in Nigeria batween 1965 and 1992. The study
adopted two thirds of the mean household expanditure as the poverty Uina. The
main findings of the study are that:

(a) Poverty was more pronounced tin rural thon urban;
(b) the southamn pant of die country had less pverty thon either the central or
northemn parts of the country; and
(c) Poverty in Nigeria declined betwaen 1985 and 1992.

In foot, the assertion that poverty declined i Nigeria between 1985 and 1992
has generaead smre discussions <e.g. STATCO 1995, Afonja and Ogwnumie
1995). iberefore, there is the nead to resort to an economic law, Engle law, for a
furiher critical eamnto of the findings, Engle'. law states that if food shara
of any household income rimes beyond 10 to 20 percent than,
thw hosasehold has baco<ne poorer and hence tha living condition lus wrsened.
mhe world bonk report indicated that tha lowest 40 percent of <ha population
spart 79 percentage of their total axpenditure on food in 1985 which latar
incraasad to 90 percent in 1992. merefore, by Engle's law, standard of living
had dçclinad in Nigeria betwaen 1985 and 1992.

mhe recours. to per capital consumrption axedtr s dha b.sis for poverty
reduction is qisleading F0S, (1996). The use of two4ihirds of tha mean par
capita onsmprticin does flot giva room for a p'operamiarno heqayo
items oriumad vAt*h may change over the two points time-19S and 1992.
Based on the .dstlnq studias theefora, many> Nigarlons ame <cugeo be
poor. A look et mnother fidicetor niay shed more ligtt on the endamlolty of
povvrty inl Nigeria

LIVING INDEX APPROACII
Asmessing powurty prffla in dvlopikg owtrlas oflan hings upon <ha
provisio of socia serices such es aduatier and halth core aong others
and the level of kcoe. I Ngerla GDP b.d bew 4dl~inB *wn tha 1970's
beights. The leyal opr capital real GDP betwene 1980 nd 1993wus far
below Ow 1975 level <F0S 1996. Consiemng the. per capto rual xedtr
on halh and aducation. mhe lavais ba<waen 1980 and 19 Mulso feil below the
1975 level.


