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The human rights situation in Saudi Arabia continues to be cause for serious concemn,
particularly with regards to the use of capital punishment torture, forced confessions, and the
status of women. The Canadian (3ovemnment bas expressed its concern about the overali state of
human rights in Saudi Arabia inl our statements at both the United Nations General Assembly
and the Commission on Human Rights, and bas raised specific human rights cases and concerns
in our bilateral dealings with the Saudi government. The Government will continue to monitor
the human rights situation in Saudi Arabia and to express its concemns in this area in the future.

Education is an effective means of sharin'g Canadian ideas and values. Studying in foreign
countries allows for exchanges on a person-to-person level. Several thousand Saudi students are
presently i Canada, the majority i medical and engineering studies. I 2003, 428 visas were
issued to Saudi students and by November 2004, 417 student visas were granted. The
Government places much importance on educational exchanges and bas a fully dedicated
reizional educational oflicer mandated to recruit students from the region to Canada Placed at the


