1976 No. 47

OPTIONAL PROTOCOL TO THE INTERNATIONAL COVENANT ON
CIVIL AND POLITICAL RIGHTS

The States Parties to the present Protocol,

Considering that in order further to achieve the purposes of the Covenant on Civil
and Political Rights (hereinafter referred to as the Covenant) and the implementation
of its provisions it would be appropriate to enable the Human Rights Committee set up
in part IV of the Covenant (hereinafter referred to as the Committee) to receive and
consider, as provided in the present Protocol, communications from individuals
claiming to be victims of violations of any of the rights set forth in the Covenant,

Have agreed as follows:

ARTICLE 1

A State Party to the Covenant that becomes a party to the present Protocol
recognizes the competence of the Committee to receive and consider communications
from individuals subject to its jurisdiction who claim to be victims of a violation by that
State Party of any of the rights set forth in the Covenant. No communication shall b
received by the Committee if it concerns a State Party to the Covenant which is not 2
party to the present Protocol.

ARTICLE 2

Subject to the provisions of article 1, individuals who claim that any of their rights
enumerated in the Covenant have been violated and who have exhausted all available
domestic remedies may submit a written communication to the Committee for
consideration.

ARTICLE 3

The Committee shall consider inadmissible any communication under the present
Protocol which is anonymous, or which it considers to be an abuse of the right 0
submission of such communications or to be incompatible with the provisions of the
Covenant.

ARTICLE 4

1. Subject to the provisions of article 3, the Committee shall bring any
communications submitted to it under the present Protocol to the attention of the
State Party to the present Protocol alleged to be violating any provision of the
Covenant.

2. Within six months, the receiving State shall submit to the Committee written
explanations or statements clarifying the matter and the remedy, if any, that may haveé
been taken by that State.

38




