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Part C
Appendix

Transparency in Armaments. United Nations Resolution 46/36L, December 6, 1991.

The General Assemblv.
Realizing that excessive and destabilizing arms build-ups pose a threat to national, regional and

international peace and security, particularly by aggravating tensions and conflict situations, giving rise to
serious and urgent concerns,

Noting with satisfaction that the current international environment and recent agreements and
measures in the field of arms limitation and disarmament make it a propitious time to work towards easing
tensions and a just resolution of conflict situations, as well as more openness and transparency in military
matters,

Recalling the consensus among Member States on implementing confidence-building measures,
including transparency and exchange of relevant information on armaments, likely to reduce the
occurrence of dangerous misperceptions about the intentions of States and to promote trust among States,

Considering that increased openness and transparency in the field of armaments could enhance
confidence, ease tensions, strengthen regional and international peace and security and contribute to
restraint in military production and the transfer of arms,

Realizing the urgent need to resolve underlying conflicts, to diminish tensions and to accelerate efforts
towards general and complete disarmament under strict and effective international control with a view to
maintaining regional and international peace and security in a world free from the scourge of war and the
burden of armaments,

. Recalling also that in paragraph 85 of the Final Document of the Tenth Special Session of the General
Assembly 3-/ it urges major arms supplier and recipient countries to consult on the limitation of all types of
international transfer of conventional arms,

Disturbed by the destabilizing and destructive effects of the illicit arms trade, particularly for the
internal situation of affected States and the violation of human rights,

Bearing in mind that, in accordance with the Charter of the United Nations, Member States have
undertaken to promote the establishment and maintenance of international peace and security with the least
diversion for armaments of the world's human and economic resources, and that the reduction of world
military expenditures could have a significant positive impact for the social and economic development of
all peoples,

Reaffirming the important role of the United Nations in the field of disarmament and the commitment
of Member States to take concrete steps 'in order to strengthen that role,

Recalline its resolution 43/75I of 7 December 1988,
We c mi the study submitted by the Secretary-General, pursuant to paragraph 5 of resolution

43/75I and prepared with the assistance of governmental experts, on ways and means of promoting
transparency in international transfers of conventional arms, j,]_/ as well as the problem of the illicit arms
trade, taking into account views of Member States and other relevant information,

Recognizing the major contribution of an enhanced level of transparency in armaments to
confidence-building and security among States, and also recognizing the urgent need to establish, under the
auspices of the United Nations, as a fust step in this direction, a universal and non-discriminatory register
to include data on international arms transfers as well as other interrelated information provided to the
Secretary-General,

Stressing the importance of greater transparency in the interest of promoting readiness to exercise
restraint in accumulation of armaments,

Considering that the standardized reporting of international arms transfers together with the provision
of other interrelated information to a United Nations.register will constitute further important steps forward
in the promotion of transparency in military matters and, as such, will enhance the role and effectiveness of


