Part Three - Looking Ahead - Pster Thacher for WFUNA-1991

Socner or later, howaver, tha linked issues of environmwent and develop-
ment will put pressures on governments to improve the harmony, or at least
compatibility, between policies and strategies of various parts of the UN
system with those of the Bretton Woods organizations. This calls less for
creating new institutions than it does for adjusting the relationships,
mandates and resources of existing ones. The rscent decisions to set up a new
fund with several hundrad million dollars under the Montreal Protocol and the

GEP now being established at the World Bank are examples of new mechanisms to
make existing institutions more effective at the task of helping govermments
work together to resduce known global risks.

Each of these only became feasible after the analytical work was well
advanced to identify actions needed and estimata their costs, much like the
work now bafore Prapcom. This suggests that sectoral recommendations along
with careful estimates for their cross-cutting implications should be devel-
oped speedily to serve as a basis for consideration of institutional relation-
ships. '

Although the sectoral compartments of the UN systam challenge affactive
cocordination = especially when both environment and development action is
called for - parhaps the deliberate autonomy of the system as laid out in
Articles 57 and 63‘3:3 more appropriate for the task of bringing global
resources to bear at the national level where the transitien to sustainable
devaelopment must prosper, and whera countless decisions are reached daily that
drive global change.

As a new world order is set in motion by the relaxation of cold-war
constraints and a new awareness of human influencs on global changes, the bast
oppertunity to consider policy and instituticnal implications of the profound
changes underway vil} be in Brazil in June 1992. The process of getting there
will itself be instructive, and perhaps precedantal.
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