
3. Chemical Weapons

a complete treaty had been made. However, while important advances have been achieved, there have been

the international scene, including allegations that chemical weapons have beenworrying developments on
used. Since 1980, the UN Secretary-General has conducted several inquiries to ascertain the truth of such

charges. A series of UN reports, beginning in 1984, confirmed that chemical weapons had been used in the 

Gulf War by Iraq against Iran. On 1 March 1988, Iraq was again reported to have used chemical weapons 

.. this time against its own Kurdish population. On 26 April 1988, the UN Secretary-General presented a 

report on the use of chemical weapons in the Iran-Iraq war to the Security Council. Although the report 

indicated the use of both mustard and nerve gas in the conflict, it did not identify the countries responsible

for such action. Both Iran and Iraq are signatories of the Geneva Protocol.

Allegations have also been made about the intentions of Libya. In 1988, the US announced that Libya 

building a chemical warfare complex at Rabta, about eighty kilometres southwest of Tripoli. Although 

Libya denied the charges, US accusations and presentation of evidence continued. It also became clear that 

the technology used by Libya had been obtained from companies in West Germany and Japan. The issue arose 

again in March 1990 when a US Government spokesman announced that there was now evidence that Libya 

actually producing chemical weapons. The US refused to rule out the possibility that it might undertake 

a military operation in order to destroy the facility in question. In January 1992, the issue arose again as a 

result of reports from US officials that Libya is building a second chemical weapons plant. The existence of 

the second facility has not been confirmed and is the subject of debate among experts in the field.
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Prompted by the negative impact of such events, an international conference of 149 states was held 

in Paris from 7 to 11 January 1989. During the conference, twelve more states announced that they would 

sign the Protocol. The Final Declaration of the Conference incorporated four points: the commitment of the 

participants not to use chemical weapons (reaffirming the validity of the Geneva Protocol); the necessity and 

urgency of concluding a chemical weapons ban; the need for states to exercise self-restraint and act 

responsibly until a comprehensive ban comes into force; and full support for the UN as a forum for exercising 

vigilance with regard to the prohibition on chemical weapons use and, in particular, for the role of the 

Secretary-General in investigating alleged violations of the Geneva Protocol.

Canada was an active participant in the conference. The then Secretary of State for External Affairs, 

Joe Clark, reiterated that Canada has a firm policy of non-production of chemical weapons and does not 

intend to develop, acquire or stockpile chemical weapons unless they are used against the military forces or 

civilian population of Canada or its allies.
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