
j Volume 12 No. 22
rtc May 30, 1984

Of Les Grands Ballets Canadiens perfom Bai des Cadets.

Albumn fromi hit musical

Twenty years after it premièred at the
Charlottetown Festival, Anne of Green
Gables, Canada's biggest hit musical, final-
ly has a Canadian-cast album.

It was unveiled recently in Toronto where
the album was recorded and features the
performers who appeared in the show over
the years, rather than the cast of any single
season.

To mark the release of both the album
and the cassette from Toronto's Ready
Records, the festival imported mussels,
courtesy of Prince Edward lsland's Depart-
ment of Fisheries.

"This is a red-letter day for the Canadian
recording industry," boasted Bill Hancox,
executive director of Charlottetown's Con-
federation Arts Centre where Anne cele-
brates its 2Oth anniversary this summer.
"Not only is this the first Canadian cast
album, but it's one of the first albums of any
big Canadian musical."

The only previous album of Anne has
been the one from the London West End
version staged in 1969. It has been a steady
seller in Canada, most particularly at the
festival itself.

Three of Anne's original cast members
are featured in the new album: Peter Mews
'as Matthew Cuthbert, Liane Marshall as Miss
Stacey, the school teacher, and Cleone
Duncan.

Arts brlefs

Astral Bellevue Pathé, one of Canada's
major communications companies, and Le
Groupe Hachette of France have agreed to
form a company to finance and distribute
films for television and theatres. The objec-
tive of the company, which will have off ices
in Montreal and Paris, will be to produce films
for international distribution. Astral president
Harold Greenberg said in a statement that
the new company "will stimulate Canadian
film production since the films will b.
directed at the international market".

The f lrst Joint National Conference cf
the Association of Canadian Orchestras and
the Amerlcan Symphony Orchestra League,
will b. held at the Royal York Hotel in Toron-
to, June 5-9, 1984. The Conference wilI in-
clude prominent speakers and national
award presentations; concert performances
by three Canadian orchestras; and general
interest sessions on topics such as arts
education, new technology, artlstic pollcy,
fundraising, and marketing.
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