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"CLOISTERED SCHOLARSHIP" AND POLITICS.

"cThe thought has been abroad in the worid a great deal,said the Uinited States President eîect, in repîy to an address of thStudents of Oberlin University, " that there is a divorce betWeen scholarship and poiitics." While Mr, Garfield exonerateOberlin from baving taken part in the advocacy of th;idivorce, he deprecated the "sort of cloistered scholarship, in thUniflted States, that ever stood aloof fromn active participation iýPublic affairs ;"' and he deciared with pride that he knew of " nplace where scholarship has touched upon the nerve centre cPublic life so eflectuaîiy as at Oberlin." The compiaint bas ofteibeen made that the best men keep aloof from poiitics, on accoun
ofthe objectionable concomitants of public life, in a communit,Democratic in the nature of its origin, and especially the abuse tWhich public men are subjected. The tendency of yielding t(this. sensitjveness must be to throw the management of thiaffairs of the nation into the hands of the more unscrupuiouand less.competent ; and if carried far it must be productive oserious public injury. A knowledge of politics, embracing th(hîghest interests of the nation, is not intuitive. It must be acquired at some period of life ; and if the acquisition is postponectili a late date, the student finds himseif at a very great disad.vantage. The most difficuit period of the history of a nation t(inaster is that of the last twenty-five years. It is for tbe mosiPart unwritten and ail the subtier parts are apt to elude the grasrOf the' student who is wiliing to content himseif with a rapicSUrvey of the last quarter of a century. If a man aliows himse]to be absorbed in some calling, wboily unconnected witb politicstili be is forty, or tili he acquires a certain amount of weaitb, andtien takes the path of a public career, he finds himseif at a greatdisadvantage compared with one who, from bis youth, bas care-fuiiY watched the political current. The apprenticesbip of theStatesmnan shouid commence early ; wben it is deferred to a late

Period in life he may constantîy find himseif put to tbe blush by
Mnhoare very mucli his inferiors in intellect and scholastic

A,ý knowîedge of politicai economny is of first importance tothe statesman ; but if politicai economy be studied under thebelief that it embraces tbe wboie art of the statesman, tbe student
Will afterwards find that be bas built on too narrow a foundation.Theoreticaiiy the bail from a rifle describes a parabolic curve; butthe theory is' true onîy on the supposition tbat tbe bail passes
Phreug a vacuum and meets with no resistance from the atmos-h8 ai* The marksman wbo foliows the tbeory strictiy wiil misshisaln;heonly who makes allowance for the resisting mediumWVill hit the mark. A student shouid be taught eariy that socialiflterests, national security, and considerations of humanity con-stantly rnodify the theories of political economy, correct in thern-Selves, in action. This single illustration wiîî serve to sbowv thenecessity of political science receiving its due share of attention at

eil hdsostdents from whose ranks our future statesmen
wli*l b e iargeîy seiected. At the same time, it shows tbat the ap-plction of the principles of political economy cannot safely beM~ade in a narrow and exclusive spirit.

The politics of ary country cani be studied oniy by keeping
theay nviws pas history. Tbe cild is father to the man;

th oung colony to the fuily developed nation. Colonial history,80 far as it is a struggle to overcome physical obstacles> may beverY duli ; but tbe history of the developmnent of tbe priticiplesOf goverflimflt should surely interest the descendants of those
WoWere engaged in the struggle that marked, the course of pro-

gress, and who are themsclvcs living, u ndcr the establisiied orderof things. The student of that history, taking into view theprinciples by whicb other colonial governments belonging to theesame empire were guidcd, xviii Iearn the mistakes that werc nmade,at one period, in framing Downfriltg Street mandates for Canada,d and the consequences 'to which thcy led ; mistakes for which there,t was no excuse, since history told in the plaincst way hoxx thcye could be avoided. There is in our political history, uniioportantn as it may seemn to affectcd or supcrcilious indifférence, sormethingo which it imports us ail to know, and without a kniowýlcdge of,f xvhich a liberai education must be sadly incomplete. \Vhen we-i look at the littie encouragement given to the studyof Canadian bis-t tory, in University College, it is impossible not to feel that thereSis xvant to be supplied. There is also roomn for some better testof the knowledge of polîticai economy wvhich students acquire.SThe want of funds must doubtiess excuse many defects; andwhen means are devised of suppiementing the present income,s may we hope for a chair of political science, or some course off lectures in which a knoxviedge of the principles of that science
wili be inculcated ?

- Between national politics and party politics there is a widedifference. The authorities of University College, fearing that
-evil mnight resuit from the students engaging in the latter, pro-hibited the discussion of Canaclian politics in the Debating Soci-ety. But is it necessary that Canadian politics should be iookedat through party spectacles ? Anytbing that wouid tend to pro-iduce, in the students. independent habits of thought, on publicquestions, xvouid be a great benefit. They wouid carry those
*habits of thought xvith tbem wherever they xvent from the Un iver-sity to act their severai parts im real life. If those habits bc notformed during their student life, they will often not be formed atail ; for men to whom poiitics have been a prohibited iuxury, andwbo have no seif-formed habits of tbougbt on this subject for a re-*liance, wiil be in some danger of failing, witbout a strugge orenquiry, under the domination of the wvhip of one politicai partyor the other. To one or the other side most of thcm will go, in thelong run; but it is better that the choice should be made on in-telligent grounds than that they should drift belplessly to either
shore.

The remark is ofren made of4the United States, and some-times ot Canada, that the best men hold back froin public life;sbrinking from. what is disagreeabie in the battie, and fearirîg toencounter the calumny w'hicb is assum-ed to be the lot of everyaspirant for public position. Whatever trutb there may be inthe observation, we think it passes for more than it is worth.Men who have spent their lives in making fortunes by devotionto commerce or iaw, may, in the decline of their clavs, weli feeltheir incapacity for taking a prominent part in public affairs;
and their own estimate of wbat tbey can. do in a îîew sphere is pro-babiy truer than that xvitlî xvich a too coffliding public is willingto credit them. Achieved success, in one line, is far frorn afford-
ing a guarantee of success in another and entireiy différent
direction; and the successful man gives proof of \visdomn whenhe shows that he possesses this knoxvle(ige. Real diffidence,
which lis not wh-oily mistaken, causes many to bold liack from
public life; and the dîffident strangely get credit for hein g toogood for an arena for whîcb tbey feel they bave no vocation. Wemnust expect that in poiitics tue trained politicians \viii succeed
best ; for wby should the conditions of success in this field be
différent from wbat they are in any other? The training nîay
be bad; the scbooi in which it is obtained may be unequal toits mission, and politics may too frequently show a tendency to


