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LITERATURE.

THE PROMETHEUS-MYTH IN AESCHYLUS.
iii.IN acccordance witb tbe plan sketcbed in our

last number we sball now proceed to exhibit, as

briefly as possible, the movemneut of the Prometheus-

trilogy. That, as we saw, is essentially the untolding,1

of the process by whicb tbec Athenian fire-god, wor-

sbipped side by side with Hephaestus and Atbene in

tbe groves of Academe, is developed ont of the re-

bellions Titan depiéted by Hesioci. The wonderful

creatixve vigour manifested in tbis splendid recon-

struaUon, no less tban tbe force of those formative

ideas, religions and moral, around whicb it grew, will

be obvions to anyone wbo for a moment sets it

alongside of the naive storv iii Hesiod. Aescbylus

brcatbcs upon these dry bones; tbey receive flesh

anid blood before onr eyes, they live and move.

The rcmotest rnatter-tbe legend of Io, the fatal

wcdlock desired by Zeus to bis own undoing-

originally quite foreign to the mytb, is summoned

froul tlie ends of tbe earth by the poet's magic into

vital and quickening coritaét witb it. Arid s0 bv the

compulsion of Ilthongbts that wander tbrough eter-

flity," tbe rude old-world tale is transligured irito a

great drama of tbe gods, wherein tlic deepest prob-.

'enus Of the universe receive a solution wbicb is not

wî"tbout its iriterest and meaning to ns even at this

distance of time.

Promethens the Titan, son of Themis the goddess,

wbho fore-knows ail tbings (called also Earth and by

mnary ariother name), warned hy the oracles of bis

Iflother, takes the side of Zeus against bis kinsmen

anid Cronos, and by his wise counsels contributes

rnuch to tbe linal issue of tbat warfare. The Old

regime of rnere hlind force yields to the sway of in

telligence and order. Cronios calling upon the

Erinlyes, the dread powers witb jurisdiation over ail

gods and men wbich vindicate the sarictity of tbe

famnilY tics, ttî revenge him on bis violent son, iS

hurlcd from bis time.bonoured seats irito tbe abyss

Of Tartarus. Zens ascends tlie tbrone of heaven

ini triumph anid at once proceeds to, organize bis

emnpire after a rational plan, distributing amng the

varions gods tbeir funaions and tbeir bonours. But

after order had been consumîated ini heaven above,

amnid tbe billows of Ampbitrite, and in tbe un-

der worîd, there was one region wbere Zeus encon-

tered an obstacle not easy io snrmount. Every

Prspeét Pleased him and onîy man was vile. The

earth Was occupied by a biind and belplcss crea-

turc of the old blind regime, Ilclogged with pitb-

lcs8 fecbîcricss like unto a dream," tbe one jarring

nrite in the ricw Ilbarrnony of Zeus." "sHavirig eyes

theY saw flot, and cars tbey heard flot, but lived a

spectral dream.like life tbrough ail their days, con-i

fusing ail tbings without a plan. 0f brick-built:
bouses facing tlie sui, or craft in wood-work they

had no skill, but dwelt like tiny mice in ftie siniless

depths of caves." What was to be donc with th is

puypeople wbose fntile dream-like days sre

the sun.light and disgraced the vital air, tis bîot

upon creation ? Zeus resolved to wipe bini ont and

put in bis place a new kind of mari in coi)sonance

with bis univerSe.

B3ut the poor Ilcreatures of a day"- find a tough

champion, one wbo thougb well aware through bis

seer's gift of ail the dire consequences to hiinself is

ready to go ail lengths in defending and helping

theni The purpoSe of Zens is opposed and tbwart-

cd by bis old ally tbe Titan Prometiiens. Promne-

th .eus not only saves mari froin Ilgoing down to

Hades thunder-rivcn" but moakes bis painful life

more tolerable than it bad been. In ordcr to do so

however he must bave recourse to a very forceful

expedient. He mnust steal "Il epbLvstus' tiower, the

flashing fire.mnother of ail arts," wvhich be conveys

to his proteges in the bollow of a reed teacbing

thcmn its mnany uses witb ail mariner of other dexteri-

ties and sciences; tbe signs of the scasons, skill in

cvery kind of soothsaying, tbe appliance of the

brute's strengtb to lighterl their labours, tbe virtues

of bcaling herbs, the working of metal, tbe sailing

of ships. B3esides he confers on tbemn tbrs Ilpre-

cious boon." Ble removes that paralysis of their

energies wbich the constant vision of deatb before

their eycs bad formerly wrougbt, by causing "lblirid

hopes to dwell amongst thein." This one spiritual

toucb is the single remifliscence seleàed and trans-

formed by Aischylus ont of tbe legerid of Pandora.

In thos aiding nr however Prometheus has in-

curred a double gnilt. Not only bas he resisted the,

sovereigri will of Zens and irnplicitly laid dlaim to a.

wisdomn and goodriess greater than the suprenie

god's; be bas also feloniousIy ericroacbed eon the

divine privileges anid donc violence te, the naturar

order of tbings. The subie spiritual elemnrt of fire

purloined by himn belongs peculiarly to tbe heaveri

of hcavens; it is a sacred tbing, defled by being

turned to eartbly uses. It was a well-known cus-

tom in Greece on certain occasions to extinguish,

the household ires and draw afresb tbe unpolluted

streani froml the altar of Apollo at Deiphi. Punish-

muent therefore severe in proportion to tbe offence,

is inevitable for the traiisgressor. HepbaSstus who,

though it is bis 0wri rights that have been invaded,

bates the task wbich bis office as divine craftsrnan,

thus imposes upon him, Might and Main Force the

rLIthless executioners of Zeus, "lthe barignan of

creation," blindly obedient to bis nod, as the

thunderboît to hîs ba 'nds, are commissioned to hale

the malefaalor to a desolate regiori in savage

Scythia, at the uttermost enids of the earth, far frorn


