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CORRESPONDENCE.

TO BEADERS AND CORRESI'ONDENTS.

AU communications inteuded for the Editor manst be addressed: Eorroa 0F TRIE WEEx
5 Jordan Street, Toronto.

O)Ontributore who desir,, thoir MS. returned, if not accepted, muet enclose stamp fo that
purpose.

H.S.-Yonr communication will appear in our next issue.

TI-E YOUNG LIBERALS AND THE SENATE.

Te the Editor of The Week:

Sua,-The Convention of "Young Liberals," at Toronto, has come,-and gone.
Touching the reconstruction of the Senate the following resolution was adopted:-

That the Dominion Senate, as at present composed and constituted, is not consistent
With the genius of the present age, is utterly useless as a legislative body, and lias
Completely failed to realize the hopes and expectations of those wlio, at Confederation,
believed that a Second Cliamber, composed entirel 'y of ife e nîbers, would prove a non-

p artisan body whicli would prove a check upon hasty or imprudent legisiation by the
i~ose of Commons. That the Convention recommensîd that steps bie at once taken

witbhut interfcring witli the present proportionate representation of 'ea'h Province in that
boiy-to reform or reconstruct the Sonate in such a manner as to make it a representative
or elective chamber.

This affirms the principle of an elected Senate, but leaves the mode of election stili to

ho determined. Some of the delegates contended that the Senators sliould be elected by

the Provincial Legisiatures, as in the United States, and as proposed in THiE WEEK of

September loth. Others xvanted election by the people, as for the House of Comînons:
the mnembers being of course fewver in number and the constituencies larger thani in elections
to the House.

The latter plan is simply the revival of an old one, which had a twenty years' trial in

Ontario and Qoebec before Conifederation. It was not a success in old Canada, and in the

course of the Confederation debates it was dropped by stateemen of both parties. If the

Senate is to lie reconstructed at ail, we liad better mnake a comploe job of it, and adopt

the Anierican plan, which lias given to the great Republic tlie etrongest and the most

efficient Second Cliamber ini the world.
B ut there were those in the Convention who wanted no reforin of the Sonate at ail,

buIt simply to abolieli it altogether. They he]d that any Second Chamber whatever muet

bO Opposed to the spi rit of Democracy, and to the genius of the present age. Weil, the

Iited States is protty far advanced in Democracy, it will be aliowed ; yet any Ainerican

Citizlen who should to-day propose to aholish the Senate would surely be deemed a fit

candidate for the lunatic asyluns. That proposai could not corne fromn any bone fide

1nîerican, thougli it might corne froma European Socialiste. The Amierican Sonate ie very

highly esteemed liy the people; and its remnarkable efficiency and succees point it out as

the mâodel for Canada to copy from. SENEX.

NEW FRANCE.

81R,-In the tearful farewell and benediction which the Paris Figero bestows on the

Us"v. Ml. Labelle, on the return of tliat wortliy ecclesiastic to his Canadian houme, accosu-

llanied by that circle of French delegates wvhose visit to this country crowns his msin
there is an omninous ring which the English-speaking Canadian will find worthy of careful

Considration. It reveals the real object of Father Labelle's officiai journey; and it avows

a11 important fact that tlie long-cherislied devotion of tlie French Canadians, whicb the

IlnioncY of the terme in wliich, the Act of Capitulation in 1760 was drawn seemed specially

designed to clierieli and develop, bias now reaclied a fervour wliicli appeale to the maternai

haart Of France. He f orgets that the France of 1608, when lus ancestors from Normandy

et Up their first camp-smoke in Canadian foreete, je not tlie France of to-day; tliat tlie

Riouiarchy s0 dear to tbemn perished long ago at tlie bande of tlie public execotioner; tliat

*h 8uPremacy of the Cathlic churcli lias in turn expired, drowned in infidelity, commun-

181n and iiberaiism ; tliat tlie modemn Freucliman, lu politics, sociology or theology, bears

"0 resenmblance wliatever to tlie traditional repreeentative Of tlie race ; tliat anything

aPPxOachi.g a coalition of tlie now distinct races Wrould neceesitate an entire ohliteration

()f the romance of at least four generations. Whctlier tlie education of the suasses lu these

Matters wili alter tlie existing lias of ou Frencli.Canadiau mind or not time alone will

te"; One thing, however, is certain, that at tlie present moment tliey are prepared to formi

a brotherhood againet their fellow-citizous in tbis Confederation. For somne yeaýrs matters

ha ve gonle smootlily enougli. ln the speeclies of our Public men the peroration lias been

iuvariably a flow of tearful thankfulnese on tlie one baud for Frencli-Canadian loyalty, on

the other a condescending acknowledgment with an assurance tliat tlie compliment le not

1Uun11erted But Riel hai been convicted of felony by a constitutiollal tribunal, and a

8trained relationsbip js at once foît ; or much affiicted Montreal would bave ail ber citizens

obedient to her sanitary laws, and tbe Galii lirotber declares tbat the gauntlet lias been

throWf11dow and defies bis Anglo-Saxon brother in moot forcilile etrains. Little troubled

ýy pas oliticai turmoile, the Auglo-Canadian, witb tbat cliaracterîetic commercial

lOstinet ''hich lias enabied bis bretliren in every known land to muake tbeir way, set lim-

a" tact at flrs to olitain, even lu the Province of Quebec, an acknosvledged supremacy,

ae' t fi painless to thie French«Canadian reproentativee but îiow foul of gai1 ; a state

ofrSlteenliancod hy thie extent of our commercial relations witb G-reat Britain. Tlie our

l a6to chiange ahl tbis ; but, undeterred by the thotigbt, Father Labelle turned bis face

toward France in tbe hope of in soîne way weakenillg the influence Of Engla nd witli t e

Dou"ii,n b estahlisbing, in lieu 'of a sentimental bond, a commercial union betwen

W1hat Figero calls Old and New France. Hie went ; lie saW thse Figaro; lie conquered tbat

ïOUi.rial at al events; and when lie set sal once more for Canada tihe great heart of tlie

Organ burst fortb lu the foliowing strain :
The Darmera is noariîîg Halifax, baving on board the Curîl Labelle, the apostie of the

Colotkizatio of Canada. Ife is surrounded by wortby bFreticlinen-literar'y monu, artists,

hai1d ers, manufacturer,, inercliants-chldremi of 01(1 France woaegigobi u b

t0 Newt~ irluce ; to fratemimize witb the Frenebinen Of Allierica, too long forgotten!

Poecoi, tbey will find oms tbeir arrivai aiïbm b recl nation ofand
a se5505 of mon of isierit, of warin-liearted peopieo, an iunninerahie crowd. Torne

sgo act the alliance ot the obi colony wltb the 1iietr0oiie tîmey wiii waîît to add tbeir

iguatures, ide by side on the petition wliicb will solicit 1iiel's grace 1 i heN rh

This- in Plain langnage-meamis simnply tliat France is doeply interested inteNr-
West., that ail Quebec aîmd the Nortli-West are to be in future known as New France, in

"Othe dsintO to the rest of tbe Doînmiion, svitl the prospect of & fine jumble, sbould
th.day arr'ive when Canadian Indepiedece shlif becomie a siibject of seonnus deliate.

Enijoying as We now do theo protection of Great l3ritaiil, the aniinosities of a race caisse

th' Aflglo.-Canadian ficarcely a tlioîglit. But tbat lie would ever enter juto an independent

uniol linder existing anîd progressive circumstamices js a very differelit mnatter. B.

A POOLISUL 1RACTICE.
Te the Editer of The Week :

Sin,-Wiil you allow me space to protest once more against the vulgar, useless and

dangerous practîce of jumping on or off cars or steamers xvhilst in motion, a6 practice which

bas assumed the olidurate guise of a " fashion " among a large portion of our people.

Anything so intolerabiy stupid as a social practîce is disaliowod in other counitries ; and,
wliatover may lie the tendencies of govorumont lu those counitries in any other departmonts

of control, this one cannot certainly lie pronounced an unwortliy infrisîgement of the

liberty of tho citizen. It le no infringement of liberty to prevent a man froin making a

fool of himsoif ln a way tliat jeopardizes bis life o but it le thie very feeling whicli forms

the chief restraint upon proper police regulations in this Canada of ours. Rational ilierty

is to ho înaintained under ail circumstances. Liberty to nie your life foolishly is not

rational but injurions, not merely to the individuai, but in ail the circumestances of if o by

whici lie le environed. The point je clear enougli to those who thi eh. Tht vain beings
who display their jumping powers at snob contingent coet doe't tlîink-consecutively ; and

it would often bo liard to teacli tliem to do so. Socius.

BEREA VED.

A SMENT household mine. Usobroken gloomn
Where once was mirth and childhood's glad surprise:

Ere yet the tear-dewed pathway of the tomb
Had led unto the gates of Paradise.

Can I forget that hour when they had borne
My one ewe lamb forth froms the parent fold,

When boit and bar closed on a heart forlorn
And 1mft my littie oue out in the cold î

Oft in my spirit's hour of dark unrest
I seek one hallowed room. with softened tread,

And, as the shadows lengthen from. the west
Keep sacred tryst with relics of my dead.

Two littie socks, her cbristening robe, a tress
0f golden hair, and Love-crown'd bassinette,

Once emblems of a mother's happiness
Ye alirine till death a strieken heart's regret.

1 hear them whisper Murder's hideous name-
A daughter of the hamiet, wooed in lust

That, flaîned with the madness of an open shame,.
Slew the frail offspring of illicit trust.

ileeply my sorrowi.ng heart bemoans its fate,
And murmurs ab the chastening Hand which gave

To hier a pledge of shame, a chmld of hate,
And unto me, alas! a littie grave. HE. K. O.

THE SSCRAP BOOK.

FRENCH PRIEes9.

IT bas been my fortune to know a good many French priests, and to ho

on ternis of intimacy-indeed I mnay truly say friendship-with two or

three. They are generally most respectable men, devoted to their work,
living contentedly on wonderfully small iuîcomes, and as far remnoved as

possible from that dissoluttness of manuels which did so mucli to dis-

credit the Church of Rome in England in the times immediately preceding

tht Reformation. The worst fault they have, as a class, is too much fond-

iless for good eating, which may very easily be accounttd for. Their posi-

tien affords themn very few opportunities for any kind of amusements or

pleasure. They Wear tht long black cassock every day, and ail day, and

wherever they go are obliged to be very strict in their demeanour. They

are much more separated fromn tht world of tht laity than a clergyman of.

the Church of Engiand is. They may not eujoy any active out-door plea-

sures except a grave kind of pedestrianism ; they may not go to tht café toâ

play billiards as laymen do, and yet they have no domestia enjoyments ex»

cept a book by tht solit 'ary fireside of tht presbyttry, and perhaps a secret

pipe or a pinch of snuft fromi time to time. We must remember, too, that

tht priest is often really a hungry man. Hie cannot say mass if hie has

eaten anything-the laws of tht Church forbid it-and after mass ho

ofttn bas other work to dIo which postpones tht hour of déjeuner. Then

there are fast-days, and tht long Lent season, whicb an earnest priest

observes with the greattst strictness.
IPriests rnay be divided into two classes, the clever and the simple. The

clever priest usually lives in a town, and confesses great ladies;, tht simple

pritat lives in a country village, and hears the wtarisome confessions of tht

peasants' wives and daughters. Tht first is sometimes a fiuished man of

tht world, Who, were he placed in the position of a Mazarin, a Richelieu,
or an Antonelli, might easily be tht diplomatist or statesman ; tht second

tehids rather to tht saintly than the intellectual life, and somnetimes dots,

jndeed, almoat realize the difficult ideal of Roman Catholic sanctity. Tht

contrast between tht two lives is great indeed. Tht fashionable confessor

passes half his time in drawing-rooms, and his own sitting.room is like the

boudoir of a grande dame, with ail sorts of Bibles, vases, engravings, can-

delabra, bouquets of flowers, pretty ntedlework, and beautifully bound

books. Tht poor curé de campagne lives in a small cottage, which may ho

worth a rental of five pounds, with ont old ugly servant and a few piects 0f
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