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A -spot suîblimec an(] weird is this; strange sounds
Flit hy on mystic quests iNetliinks tliatlijere.-
Ainong these wxinds, that beetling rock aiiear,-
'.51 have at last passed 8ilence aiîd the bouîids

Withhold ing us froin Nature. U' hat e!onfouinds
The inid, wlîat stupehies the sense; those ctowds
La it, that shnt tie scelle iii loary shroiîds;
Or is it tliat relentless force that poul rîds

Against th' eterîial pillars of the %rorl1d
Those couintless billows into mil-air hurled
The terror of tîmis frigorihc uiiat;

Those is it, or the distance of those heiglîts,
Where first the Morning by the Night is kissed
Where ev'ry Fv'ning buirrs its yellow liglîts?

,f,î11N S- TAT TIMMONo.

(on<'elîu111n

W HERIE did the word ''iriror " coule froi? That
old-fashîioned book, Sullivan's Dictionary of Deriva-

tions, says, fromn the French )i,.oir, and tlîat frori the
Latin miroi,, to, admire. But the commion Latin word, " 1
see. is video, the Greek eidio and the Greek hioias, -and
opft ; the Sanscr-itt iks/, du-s, and pasqa, the Zend inord( and
Ocstr' el, do flot agree with the Spanisli mirai, to l)Phold.
Spain derived mirai froin the Basque ir tu, o 5e,'iiretsi,
to admire ;and leaving out of sight the Ugrian and Caucas-
ian dialeuts4, we mnust find mèirai's classical ancestor in the
Ja-panese verb Ilto seo," namely miiu. Thon, the Japanese
wvere onc*ý in Italy ? No, they nover were there ;but
the Etruscans, who made polished bronze, silver, and oven
gold mirrors, that the Romans called sp)cmdla, were, if lan-
guage and physiognomny count for anything, occidental Japs.
Tire B3asques are a remnant of these western Japaniese wvho
stili retain their original tongue, which the Etruscans lost
about a century before the Christian era. The Iberians of
northern Jtaly, of France and Spain, the Silures of Wales,
and the Damnorics of soutlîern Britain and Albion, the
Picts ot thie latter country, and the Tuatha-de-Dunans of
Ireland, were all medium-sized, dark-featured, straight,
black-haired, western Japs, who taught the Colt civilization,
and lo8t their language either to hini or to the Roman.

Now, this ancient Iberian was not a beauty, althougli
in youth bis daughter was comnely, as is the similar relative
of bis modemn represontative. But it doos not follow that
hoe was conscious of bis lack of porsonal attractions, nor that,
if hoe liad been, the fact would have hindered bis invention
of tAie looking-glass. People have been much misled by the
fable of Narcissus. That beautiful blockhead, obdurate to
the affection of the charming nymph Echo, foil in love with
-the reflection of bis own face in a clear fouintain, and, hap-
puly for spring gardeners, faded away, in bis love-sick ego-.
tism, into the flower that bears bis nraîne. Probably the
author of tbim' myth was right in itaking'clear, still water
the first mirror. For the first man wbo saw what lie was
like, it must have been a revolation, and, in a higber sense,
it bias been the samne te, every man and woman since. Some
regard the eve of other humanity as tire first mirror, but it
is too microscopical for the purposo, it invorts the image,
and autopsies discredit its power of retaining impressions
heyond the moment. Nevertlieless thar, oye is a mirror very
,much looked to, in this world, and with very varying results
as regards the bappiness of hini who looks.

The inventors of metal mirrors, though not Adonis-like,
hîad aconsiderable cumiceit of thieir personal appearance.
Like the anciont Egyptians, whoin they may have taught,
and, unlike the Semite, the Greek, and the ancient Roman,
they eradicated from tlieir faces the few bairs that souglît
to adorn themn. The senso of touch, of course, might have
made theiî acquainted witlî these, but, on reflection showing
up their num ber and relative positions, it, would ho oasior to
apply the twveezers or nietal wornî for their extirpation.
Tlîe looking-glass seoimîs to ho the necessary accompanimont
of tAie depilatory, however the latter works, in modemn as in
ancient times. Lt is only when nature herself or the silk
bat performs its funiction on tire top and baok of the headthat the tendency to consult the niirror slackens. There are
other ways of imiproving one's personal appearance than that
of plucking out superfluous liairs, and for ail of those the
retlector is valuable. Lt mnay ho at mark of vanity to spend
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irnuch tiue before the lookinig-glass, but not to c0flsult it et
ail denotes eithei;,colossal seif-co)nceit or total lackof regard
for the opinion of others. The captains of exlPOriflg Or
trading vessels, bound for *the shore of the barbariai,
formierly carried with them a supply of cheap hand glasses tO
dicker with the natives. At first, the noble savage did flOt
recognize himself, and smiashed tire glass in ordei, to get at
the fellow xvho xvas staring at hirn, as dogs, cats and birds
corifronting a inirror often attempt to do but -waerd1dsi
lie and bis better-halves took huge de]ight in COmP18cellt Y
beholding the reproduction of their peculiar features.

It must bave been a genorous act of self.deiiial whefl
the ladies of Israel surrendered thoir ooknlsecle
miaeahi in Exodus, but rei b)v the author of the book of Job,
for the purpose of casting ouît of thein the bronze laver of
the tabernacle. The subject is one worthy of comiefdtiOir
to our more serious-minded poots. Philio says that Mose3
couniselled tbe priests, when thev cleansed theniselves In th@
lav er, to remember tire matoriails of its constructioni, and
forthwith try thomnselves by the inirror of their owfl coi-
science. It is more thani hiaf likely that the Alexandrie'.
evolved this advice frotn bis own iner consciousoss. The
prophet Jsaiahi looked upon such glasses as part 'If th,
unlawful bravery of the wanton daughters of zion ; but th"
wortlîy sonr of Sirach, in bi,, Ecclosiasticus, inakes a stralnge
application of thein. Ho says "lNeyer trust thine enlellY:
for like as mietal rusteth, so is bis wickedness. Though lie
humble himself and go crouching, yet take good heed "I
boware of him, and thou shaît be unto himi as ithnhdt
wiped a looking-glass, and tlîou shaIt know thatli"rS
bath flot been altogether wiped away." This is soIneth"b[1
like the proverb, ' Scratch .the liussian and you will in
the Tartar." The thought of aur everlasting enerny, h'oý
ever, is a somiewhat painful one, especially wben ),ou nf
him iii a mnirror ;yet there are such. Anacreoti founid 110
such enemy, althoughi in bis eleventh ode, dedicated to
self, lie said :"lThe women tell me 1 thon art old, AL1acreofl!
and 1 take the mirror to contemplate the locks that are n
more and the iîald forehead "for, iii spite of these, bie
expresses himself ready for " jocund sport."

St. Paul and St. James inake beautiful use of the "0o
inry-alass as anr illustration. The latter lias, indeed, the fOi'ý
gotf ul hearer, wbo, going away af ter having seen the i-eflectiOO
of bis face in a glass, straiglîtway forgot wbat marinler f
man lie was. But hotlî ho and St. Paul have the notionûf
mirrored counitenance that cannot be seenr face to face by .h
observer. It is as wben the manager of a business' siS in
the far end of the apartmnent in wbich it is carried on, "1th
bis back to clerks and customrers alike, but witlî a inirror Or
more before Iiiîii in wliich the whole scene of operatiofl5 1
ever reflected. The great object tlîus beheld by the t«0

apostles is divinitv,viewed in its inimitable perfections ores a
perfect law of liberty. Coming down froin this lofty 0l'vll
tion of thought, many excellent reasonis inay le giVenfut
emIploying looking-glasses at times as mens through Whît,î
we may scan and watch the features and actionsofter
Whether the designers of Pullman and parlor cars set U1P
their longitudinal front and rear glasses to encourage thi"
laudabie curiosity or not, is a question whicb they alonie cal'
answer Thoy, that is the glasses, make it possible to wateh
everytbing that takes place in the car, while modestly OccuPy'
ing the front seat witb one's back to it ail. What different
emotions the scenies and ohjects witnessed will excite inlh
heart, and what a consequent play of feature the mirror
bring to tire countenance!

To hold the mirror- up to nature, and to sc Our8el Iés as
otlîers see us, aire two phases of tire saine supposed corrective
operation. But it must ho ever remembered that there .are
nîany ditierent kinds of mirror. As a small boy-, tire 'vriter
traversed the Thamres Tunnel in company lh isfter WhIo
inveigled Iiumi into what Americans cal, a sid shw ire
in were mirrors, convex, concave, and contorted. V'Wh-~

evrway the poor reflected object turned, the prospect Wc's
appalling and utterly destructive of vanity, wbile it povoke .
the risibility of those who were knowing enough to keep thelr
bats in front of their faces. To have one's counitenance repreý
sented as tliree foot long and four inches broad, or t,,o fee
broad and one in length, with imouth and nose proOrOItionatey
or with its feâtures twisted in all sorts of wry dislocato~
was a painful oxperience, the repetition of which fe wl1

covet. Occasionally a piece of bad window glass, with s0f1Ole
thing lîehirîd it, tîjat acts as a foul, will play thîe saine0 con


