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nothing, she is awake to the tragedy of her broken life.
Poor, beautiful, dear Marjory !

IlThat ' Marjory Darrow loved too well ' is the conclu-
sion of the whole matter. If Ildeath walked " in the gar-
den with ber, we do flot know. Or, when lier doomn and
destruction walked there ghosting lier lover at every stop.
there was nothing to warn ber. The blood-red poppies
held their peace. They were just as beautiful for ail the
blackness of ber lover's heart. Nature has solace for us
and great tenderness (yes, indeed she lias ! ), but no warn-
ing. Our prudence muet corne from oxperience, front
history.

"The poem miglit have been closed wit-
The mearlet sun went home,

for that is the real ending. Or it miglit ho left as it is--

Gone, thon art gone,
Dear. . . .

That is no ending at a..ihe gates of emotion are left
open. The weaving is lef t with a raw edge. Whothcr or
flot this is good art I arn uncertain. But I think it is a]]
right as it stands."

My vonerable friend Il W " contributes a brief, good.
humoured paragrapli to the sumn of remark that lias been
excited by Marjory. There is a charin in one who boing
tic old is yct 80 young. Your tributes to Tennyson were
pleasing to me. The world is bereaved of greatnesH in
these years, since sucb as Browning and Tennyson sleep
under the stones of Westminster.

('1terrnifiell. PASTOR FîeLîx.

HIE ROYAL SO(JIETY 0F CAINADA. *

W HlEN the founding ofa Royal Society in Canada was
frst rnootod some ton or twelve years ago, the sug-

gestion was greoted witb jeers and ticofs by philistine
Journaligts ; and even niany sober and sensible writers
don bted the wisdomn of establisbing a Society or Acaderny
of IlImmortals," organized and miodelled after Old World
patterns. The credit of the suggestion is due to the Mar-
quis of Lorno, thon GovrnorGoneral of Canada, and the
wise and generous encouragement of the lhboral arts and
sciences ever mauifested by that popular viceroy during
and since bis terra of office is not among the least of bis
dlaims to our grateful remnembrance. 'The suggestion of
the Marquis was speodily acted upon ; the organization of,
the Society was fully completed in May, 1882, when the
first meeting was held in Montreal ; and, in due tirne,
IlThe Royal Society of Canada for the Promotion of
iâterature and Science witbin the omrinion " was incor-

porated by Act of Parliament. The objects of the Society
as set forth ini the preamble of the Act are as follows :
'Lo encourage studies and investigations in Literature and
Science ; to publish transactions annually or semi-annually,
containing the minutes of proceedings at meetings, records
of the work performed, original papers and rnomoirs of
menit, and sucli other documents as înay be deemcd worthy
of publication ; to offer prizos or other inducements for
valuablo papers on subjects rlating to Canada, and to aid
researches already begun and carried so for as to render
their ultimate value probable; to assist in the collection of
sipecimens with a view to the formation of a Canadian
nuseumn of arcives-etinology, archnwology ani naturai
history. The Society was, and, we believe, stilli8i, composed
of eigbty membors, ail the original members having been
nominated by the Governor-Goneral, and consista of two
departoients, representing Literature and Science, divided
into four sections as fol iows :I. French Literature, witb
history, archteology, etc. ; 2. English Literature with
history, archaeology, etc. ; 3. Matheniatical, Physical and
Chemical Sciences ; 4. Geological and iBiological Sciences,
the number of members of oach section being in goneral
limited to twenty, the regulations however providing that
under certain circunistances the number may be increased
to twenty-flve. 1

These preliminary remarks will, we trust, not be deemed
unnecssary ; for, althougi the Society bas been in exist-
ence upwards of ten years, and its Transactions for that
peniod have been publisied in nine large volumes, we
imagine that comparatively few of our roaders are familiar
with its constitution and objecta, or bave given rnore than
a passing notice to the reports of its meetings. Notwith-
standing the scoifs and douits with wliich its founding was
at fir8t greeted, the Society bas justified its existence from
the very start, and, year by year, its work bas grown in
interost, influence and undoubted advantage to the country.
It cannot be expected that with a limited income at its
disposal and considening the expensive character of its
publications, thc Society can distribute its Transactions as
freely as Parliamont distnibutes its blue-books. Indoed,
even if practicable, such distribution would be absolutely
wasteful. But although the home circulation of the Trans-
actions is necessarily limited, copies are annually sent to
similar societies and to the great public librarios tirough-
out the world and, as tlie papere read pertain chiefly to
the history, institutions and resources of our country, they
cannot fail to make Canada better known, not oxnly to our
fellow colonists in other continents, but to foreign nations
who may find it advantageous to cultivate trade relations
and intorcourse witb us, and to capitaliats everywlierc
seeking profitable undevcloped fields for investment. The

* "'Proeeedinigs and Transactions of the Royal Society of Canada
for the year 1891." Montreal : Dawson Brothers. 1892.

newspaper deals, for tbe most part, with passing incidents
of tbe day ; but occasionally an article is seen in the daily
press suggesting new fields for investigation or for com-
mercial enterprise or for matenial developmont. Tic sug-

1 gestion of sucb articles is rarely found in the record of
lcurrent events, but often in the transactions of Loarned
s Societies where tie material for theni is found ready tc
3 band. In bis loquent opening address the President,
s Principal Grant, pointed ont many ways in whici tie
*Royal Society of Canada did good service to thc state, and

hofi made reference to tic value and importance of its
reports. IlAnyone," lie said, Ilwio looks into the volumes
of 1'Proccedings and Transactions' already issued, will sec
that tiere is no cause for discouragement. Thc resuits of
the work of the Society are there nianifest. Had it not
existed, many of the papers that are of most intorost to
Canada would not liave been written. Others would bave
been scattered tirougi the transactions and journals of

ttwo continents, Iabelled, of course, as British, French or
r American. Our bulky annual volume is now sent regu-
1larly to aIl the great public librarios of the world, and

literary and scientific mon learn that Canada is not whloly
- a barbarous country, but that it is giving somte little con-
Stribution to learning. Far-seeing, practical mon in other

countries who desire roliable information respecting the
jgeology, mineraIs, products, antiquities, history, and insti-
1tutions of Canada, now know where to find tieni."

> It miglit be interesting, did space permit, to compare
thc first of these volumes, pnblisied in 1883, and contain-
ing thc report of two sessions' work witb the large and
exceptionally handsonie volume beforo us containing tlho
'Transactions of 1821, If the purely literary qnality was
perbaps more conspicuions in the former, the more useful
quality of patient original research dîstinguisies tho latter;
and, moreover, it must be remeimbered that at the meeting
of 1891, and suob is tie case at every meeting, many
papers wero read in the lîterature sections that do not
appear in the publisied Transactions.

In one of the many roviews whicb, in the course of a
long and busy public life, Mr. Gladstone bas found timte
to write, hoe ciaracterizes a book as large, but not bulky.
Il or," hoe says, "lthc word bulky insinuates the idea of

size in excess of piti and meaning-." Thero rnay bc som-n
force in titis diclum of the venerable statesman, but Prin-
cipal Grant certainly did not use the word ini the passage
we have quoted in any snch disparaging sonse, anid we,
tee, nmsy apply it te the volume before Us without irnply-
ing that its size is, in any degree, in excess of its pith andI
neunnng. Indeed, if it hall been less "lbulky " and loss
weighty in a double sense, it would not have laiui se long,
not unnoticed, but shamefully nogloctod, on oui- table.
The "lindolent roviewer," antI, in fact, any reviewer, is
inclined ta postpone dealing with a book like tlis, more
on acoutit of its shape and size and weight titan ti nature
andI quality of its subhject matter. One cannot attack it in
an easy chair or turn over its boaves while reclining on a
couci. It mnust bo approaclied formally, handled respect-
fully and treated wîth gravity and consideration.

Lot us firat glance at theIl"Proceeding@," containing a
report of the business of the Society, in which matter of
niuci interest andI importance will be found :tie report
of the Council, the addresses of the Presiidont, -Principal
Grant, andI the *Vice-President, Abbé Laflamine, andtheti
valuable reports of the nmany aililiated andI corresponding
local sociotieB. Tiese 8ocieties display a comjmendable,
and, indeed, a surprising, activity, flot only in literary cul-
ture, but in what is of the very ntmnost importance, local
scientific and historical researchi througbocut the Dominion.
Froin Newfoundiand to Britishi Columbia these inde-
pondent but auxiliary societies are înakin g continuai
additions to our stores of local scientiflo, historical and
archoeological knowledge ; andI the permanent value of their
resparcies can hardly be over-eatimated.

The President's address was etuinently practical and
suggestive, peînting out wierein tic Society was weakesjt
in entIer that the members migit I"consider bow best to
givo it strength for effective work" Among other changes,
Dr. Grant proposed an increase in tic number of inen-
tuembers. "lOur section should include thc professons of
English literaturo in every considerable university in tic
Dominion. . . . It should also, I think, include rep-
resentatives of secondary, sohools, and young Canadians
who haieo dons good work in Englisi lîterature antI who
would ho willing to take trouble te bring the section into
relation to Provincial educational forces. . . . Some
of tic most eminent matiematicians, chemists and physi-
cists in Canada are not in the sections devoted to their
sciences, andI somte of the most eminont biologists are not
in tic otior science section. I may frankly say tiat I seO
no good reason) for the exclusion of sucb mon." In con-
cluding, Dr. Grant paid a merited compliment to Dr. J.
G. Bourinot, now President of tic Society, fromt its incep-
tien its energetic and efficient honorary secretary. "lTo
no one," be said, "lis our comparative prosperity s0 due as
to Dr. Bouinot ; fromt firat to last ho lias taken the beavy
car, and it is iardly too much to say that but for bis
devotien and untiring industry the Society would iardly
have continued to exist in its ontirety."

To adequately revicw tic many papers incIuded in tic
"Transactions " is manifestly impossible, andI a more
onumeration of titI08 and writers would bo unprofitable.
Thc French section, which always monits careful con-
sideration, we pass entiroly oven, merely montioning M.
David's cloquent tributo to tic late Hon. P. J. O. Chau-

s veau, one time President of tic Society, andI the equalîy
eloquent "lRéponse àr M. David," by the poet and orator
M. Louis Fréchette. In the Englisi Literature section
tic longe3t and, to tic general reader, probabiy tic most

finteresting paper is Dr. Bonninot's Il History of Cape
1Breton." This valuable addition to Canadian historicai
3literature bas been recently published in a separate volume

andI was ably reviewed in these columuns a fortnigit ago
3 by Dr. S. E. Dawson of Ottawa.

1 It is exceedingly gratifying to notice tic number of
3 papers dealing witb tic iistory, language, manners, cus-
itoms and arts of tic native truces of tic Dominion. This

is as it siould be. Tic native races are disappearing or
Elosing many of their distinctive characteristics. Seme,

like tic Beothika of Newfoundland, are already extînct.
oToo muci diligence cannot, therefore, be used in coliecting

and preserving tic memorials of tiese most interesting
pooples whose place will soon know tiem no more forever.
Tic first of these papers "lGrammaire de la lang'ue Algon-
quine (Premiere partie)," by tic Abbé Cuoq, promises to
ho a very valuable addition to phîlology andI comparative
grammar. Dr. George M. Dawson bas an able paper wiicb
lie modestiy entitles Il Note8 on tic Shuswap People of
Brish Commia," and in wiicb be treats of their tribal
subdivisions, villages and bouses, graves and burial places,
customa and arts, history, language, mytliology, folk-lore
and superstitions, concluding with a long' list of place.
names in the Siuswap country, giving tic Indian name,
tic adopted or rnap name, and tic meaning of tic Indian
name. Dr. Dawson also contnibutes an Ilintroductory
note "' to Mr. Alexander Mackenzie's "lDescriptive Notes
on Certain Impiements, Weapons, etc., from Grabamn
Islandl," Qucen Charlotte Islands, B.C. But perhaps tic
rnost interesting contribution to Indian history is.1l{ev. Dr.
George Patterson's paper on "lTic Beethiks or lied [ndians
of Newfoundland." Dr. Patterson foliows tic tiread of
tuis liglit but pathetic iistory from the notices of the
carlicat voyagers till tic melancioly story closes witi tlie
death of the last known survivor in 182(). Tic race is
now as extinct as tic Dodo andth te Great Auk. "Suci
a total destruction of a people is almost unparalleled.
Otier peopîe have been cnt off, but portions of tieni
nîixing witi othens bave perpotuated, if net their namne, at
least thoir blood, but to tiîer might ho applied the Iant-
,guage cf Logan regarding hiniseîf : There rus not the
blood of a BBotiik in tic veina of a single living creature.
Nations have disappeared, but their niaterial works or
institutions rernain iàs memorials of ticir genins or thair
power. But only a fc)w rude 8tone imiplements testify te
tic skill cf tuis people. ()thor races have had te sec
tiem8eîves disossessed of their ternitoî-y, but tic naines
romain, tcstifying on tie face cf tic country to tic, Ian-
gua ge of its former occupants, but net a qtoriii-sv-,pt head-
]and on the coast cf Newfoundland, net a streani or men-
tain in tic interior, rocalîs tic speech of those wio once
possessed tic wholc."

Tic gentlemen of th(- science section mnust pardon us
if we are almost sulent about their contributions te tic
volume. Notiing that we could say would, we are sure,
arouso aîîy generai interest ini thIl"Absorption Spectra of
Solutions " or tic Il Symboiic Use of Demoivre's Function "
or Il Parka Decipiens, " or "The Ortioceratidae of tic
Tfrenton ILimestone of tice\Vinnipeg Basin." These and
many other subjects eqnally alluring are treated of by
soîne of the foremnost scientists of Canadîa, andtI tey will
doubtiess prove interesting antI instructive te tic specialist
iin the varions departments of science te which tiey belong.

IN neferring te tic deati of tic late distingusied Eng-
lisi sculpter, Wooiner, the JLondon l2'ineç savs: Il Tic
dominant ciaracteristic of Wooiner's work, whetier in scuîlp-
turc or in pootry, is its entire con scie nticonanegs and
tiorouginess. Ho spared ne pains te got at tic beart of
bis subject and te master every detaii tiat couid illustrate
or embellisi it. Ris workmanship was as thorougi as bis
study. His timo and labour were freely expended in tic
pursuit cf perfection, without regard te tic pecuniary
considerations tiat tee often tako precedence of alI cisc.
Ticre are no pot-boilers from bis baud, andI nothing in tic
long catalogue cf bis works tiat dees net display truti of
sentiment, purity cf taste, and censummate oxecutive
ability. In life, as in art, ho was tic uncompromising foc
of shams, cf ciaptrap, andI of snperficialty. To otier
mon's work in ail dopantments lie applied no otier stand-
ard than that by wbicli le habitnally tested bis own, andI,
wbîbe indulgent and evon tender te bonest effort, however
imperfect its rosuits, ho was a severe citic of pretentious
mediocrity. To tiose wio won bis confidence lie was a
finun and generous friend, and te many wiose only dlaim
was ticir misfortune lie proved a iiberal benefactor. His
racy conversation, bis puîîgent criticism, andI bis ici store,
of anecdote and reminiscence, drawu f rom a long and varied
oxporienco, will long dweil in tic memory of those privi-
legod toecnjey bis friendsbip. Happy in bis friends, yct
more happy in bis famiiy, endowed with keen perceptions
and abundant vitaiity, and blessed witb the simple antI
liealtby tastes wiich are tic truc sources of perennial on-
joymont, be had muci in common witb tic great poot wbo
bas jnst passed away, and wbose intimate associate be was
tirougli long y cars cf inteibectual activity."
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