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n.least prepared to understand,ýthat ,theba.ptism.of tqrçy

IbOthat whie.h.fite us for the baptispnof thegHply.S.plit.
We ask, therefore, appeali'ng.to our own expçieAnc.aupd

,to theirs, ý,whether .we çannot distinctly trace ýa grpart

., ,of..what,,is ,noblest. nd best to.wh;at.,we have 'nfrd
Hau it been the.prosperity or, the adversity of life -wbich
has ýministered:m.ost trulyto oûr. nanliness of, thoughit, to

o~rloveof .virtue,ýto 'opr capacity. . of real enjoyment?
Let us take; this. question with us in the retrospeot of .the

la:Ist ten years, for example, . ànd try the .good and .evýil .of
le ythis- practical test. Out of that experience could

we no* -bes .afford to lose the .workigo ujyro
our tisorrows? Has pleasure or pain doine the most.for-,us 1
* Has.the bouse of nourning or the house of feasting.taught
ius the mostl? F rom.what source hav.e our noblest thoughts

cone H-owhave th e purest affections'en.utv 2 td

:-If.wo are conscious.that our love of virtue isstrongeriha

Jt. was,*and that- we are learning .to. live more habit.uglly
inù* the divine.presence, have %ve learned it. ini the tixneiof
vigorous health, or uipon the. bed of sicknessI lias'Gd

,ever.seemed so near, to us as in-, the chamber;.,f death 1
Has eternîty. eier been se real as.when we have-returped
from standing at the'open grave?1 Cotld we have known
h9w mnpch we loved those wvhorn God. had given, ,unIçss

lehad taken them aWay., Could. we love-thpsç whbo, are
left with- the, same disinterested, prayerful, religions. affec-
tion. that we now feel,. if we had flot been taugIg to. ove
thern ýfor.eternity as well.as for theprenwok

-Wethink that these questions.lead .usto a trueanswer.
Otur.hearts, msy s.truggle .against it, beçaue:o£.t eir weak-
ne..ss-;- b't _-ou.r..1 -rfudsexeine tah_~ itru

There:.isalmost.io ieallyvaluable exeen, almost p


