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~least prepared to understand;that the baptism.of -tearsimay
» be:that which fits us for the baptism of the Holy, Spirit.;
We ask, therefore, appealing to our own experienceand
.%o theirs, whether. we cannot distinctly trace a.great;part
;vof what is jnoblest. and best to.what we  have suffered. .
- Has: it been the prosperity or the adversity of life: which
.. has ministered most »tru_ly;td 'ou_r__manliness of: thought, to
.-onr:love -of .4v.i1;’tue‘,;.'.to;.out:,'.capaqity‘,of real enjoyment?
. Let us take . this question with us in the retrospect of the
;}l_é'st_ ten years, for._example,.ahd try the good and evil of
: life by this practical test. Out of that experience could
.we.now -best afford to lose the working of our joys.or of
.our sorrows? Has pleasure or pain done the most for.us?
:Has the house of mourxiing or the house of feasting tanght
.;us the most? . From what sonrce have.onr noblest thenghts
..come?  How have the purest affections been cultivated ? -
+.If. we are conscious that ourlove of virtue isstronger.than
it was,and that we are learning to. hve more habitnally
.inn the divine presence, have we learn_ed it.in the time:of
- vigorous health, or upon the. bed of sickness? Has: God
;.ever seemed so near. to us as in- the chamber: of death ?
- Has eternity eYer been so real as when we havelre,tu_rped
_from standing at the open grave? .. Could we have known
how mpch we loved those whom God had given, unless
He ‘had taken them away.?.. Could we love those whoare
leﬂ: with the same disinterested, prayerful, religious affec-
tlon that we now feel, if we had not been. taught to:love
them for eternity as well as for the _present world:? -

'We think that these questions.lead us to a true, answer. :
Our hearts may.struggle against it, because of their wenk-
ness; . but..our, profoundest, experiance. teaches,its txuth.

There'is.almost.no really valuable experience,-almost o
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