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CHRISTIANITY AN INSTRUMENT OF REGEN. :
' ERATION '
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: 'C&ms'rum'rr is. an, mstrument of regeneration. It -
-found the ‘world in'a state of guilt, disobedience and es-
trangement from God. . Man was. enslaved -and polluted;
for. passion had Acorru_p,ted him, and ‘temptation had led
him_captive. . Mankind ; were sunk in: dépravity. " God
had “ made. man. upright,'but they had- sought out many
inventions,” by which the $oul was deluded debased and
enfeebled. - B R R
Chnstlamty came to raise man out of this state. It
came:to.reform the character, and to renew the man, —
to change, not his nature, but its exercises, — to establish

a new: denomination. within him; and. to 6pén ‘2. new
world to his view in - what he saw around-him. There-
fore.was;the instruction of Christ directed firstand Chiéﬂ"y
to this point.” *He sought thé 'sinner, -that he might res-
cue him. from his ,degradatidn; and he addressed him as
a sinner, that he might at once remind him of what he
must: do., : The regeneration of the human heart, by -
%_vhiqh its dispositions; desires and puirposes should be de-~
prived. of .the evil quality which affected -them,and be'
ﬂlled with-that holy element which should convert them"
into acceptable: oﬁ'ermgs on the altar of religion, this was
the objeot for whiich: the Gospel was ‘bestowed -in view of
the immediate wants of man, and this the result whichi-it’
was: intended. in its primary action to. dcédnfpl'i'sh" ¢This"
result was: w1tnessed - There:i is! ‘not a: :morel ‘rémarkablé’
: :@hapte: in; the1hlstory of our.racey than thavwhlch rebords’
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