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THE time for receiving the competition drawings for the Mont-
real Board of Trade building closed on the first of the month,
and according to a press re(Eort designs were received from five
American and anadian architects. The fze men
will have the advantage of a judge familiar with their style of
work. We cannot understand the motive of the Building Com-
mittee in refusing to associate a Canadian referee with Mr. Hunt,
and now, when the ber of Canadi hi roves to be
three times greater than that of the foreigners, the injustice be-
comes all the more palpable. - We will be curious to know who
the seventeen are, and presume the Ontario and Quebec associa-
tions will also. .

 ead

THE contractors of King have app a itree to
labor with the architects in regard to the preparation of proper
plans and specifications before being asked to submit tenders.
It would appear from the account of the meeting in one of the
local papers that plans were prepared somewhat on speculation,
and thatif the tenders did nat suit, the proposed building scheme
collapsed and nabody received any remuneration.  The builders
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discontinued at expiration of term paid for, if 50 3 by the 3
where no such understanding exists, it will be cominned until insteuctions to diseon-
tinue are received and all arreavages paid.
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EDITOR'S ANNOUNCEMENTS,
Countributions of technical value to the persons in whase interests this journal is
t , are cordially invited, Subscribers are also requested to forward news.
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The * Canadiwn Avohiftoct and Builder” is the 0‘[1«1111 paper of
the A at 4 of und Quebee,

The publisher desives to ensure the regular and prompt delivery of this
Journal to every subscriber, and reguests that any cause of complaint in
this particular be reported at once to the office of publication. Subscribers
who may change their address shonld also give prompt wolice of same, and
in dving so, should give both the old and new address.

‘THE City Council of Toronto will endeavor to obtain legisla-
tion which will empower the city to regulate the crection of
scaffolds and buildings, So far as the erection of scaffolds is
concerned, there is no reason to change the belief formerly
expressed on this subject, viz, that no system of inspection of
reasonable cost would be likely to prove satisfactory. There is
undoubtedly required more thorough inspection of buildings
under construction, and we might add, a greater degree of effi-
ciency in.the enforcement of the powers already at the city’s
disposal.

IT is satisfactory to observe that the sugyestion made in a
recent number of this journal regarding, the enlarg of the
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evidently reasoned that if the architects insisted upon being paid
for their work whether the building went on or not, those people

.who “propose” building would, be killed off. We can quite

believe that an architect who had so little hope of being paid for
his work would perform what he did in a perfunctory and slip-
shod manner, and we do not wonder that the builders should
“kick” when asked to tender upon indefinite and inadequate
data.  The whole matter restsin the hands of the architects, who
if they will honorably stand by cach other and insist upon being
properly paid for proper work, will earn the respect of both client
and contractor, instead of being the sapient ool of the one and
being anathematized by the other.

THE news of the death of John W. Root, of Chicago, arrived
too late for notice in our last issue. The /nland Architect for
January is a sort of memorial number, being largely occupied
with notices of himself and his works. He must certainly have
been a man of wonderful energy, power and push. He was
given a thorough education, both colleginte and university, and
during his univaisity course his studies were largely directed
toward engineering and other sciences which would be of help
to him in his chosen profession. His totul’ office experience,
gained in three different offices, was condensed into two years,
upon which he launched out, with a partner of apparently no
greater practice, into a practice which in a few years grew to be
phenomenal. His opportunities were great, sometimes self-
created,-but nevertheless opportunities, and the wonder is how
he designed as well as he did and how he coutrived to escape
with so comparatively few glaring mistakes. In regard to his
practice, one of his memorialists says : *“ [t had opportunity and

space for traffic at the corner of King and Yonge streets, 1s
engaging the attention of the Toronto civic authorities. The
desirability of carrying out the suggestion was presented to the
members of the Parks and Gaidens Commiittee by the Chairman,
Ald. Score, at a recent meeting. It is hoped that while circum-
stances are so favorable, definite action will be taken to relieve

the congestion of traffic at this point. A very few years will . of

suffice to demonstrate the wisdom of such action.
——  ——— 1

THE cost of scoria block pavement in Canada is in the neigh-
borhood of $40,000 per mile. One-half this amount is said to
be represented by freight and duty on the imported asticle.
Tons of the material required to manufacture these blocks is
lying waste at Sudbury, Ont., conscquently there would scem to
be ground for the belict that scoria “blocks might profitably be
manufactured and sold in Canada at one-half the cost of the
imported material.  Whether or not such an enterprise would
-pay would depend upon the willingness of towns and cities to
spend $20,000 per mile in putting down a permanent pavement
as d with the-cl , but less durable varieties. It is
beyond question that by using the more expensive material they
would be practising the truest economy. *

ion to express itself in every mood of versatility by
reason of the incessant demands made upon its resources by the
exigencies of a large practice. It would be a miracle indeed if,
in this public exposition of an artists’ inner life, illustrated by
humlredl; of buildings of every grade, we did not discover occn-
sional evidences of carelessness and haste, of momentary
caprice, of indifference begoteen of fatigue, when his genius was
its guard. Thesé cvidences no one was so prompt as Root
himself to point out and condemn.”

—————————

QUITE a “breeze” has been vaised in the Tovonto Board of
Works over the assertion of Ald. Hill that the city stood to lase
$10,000 on account of the construction of an important sewer by
day labor instead of Ly contract. The opinion of Ald. Hill, a
contractor of many years' experience, should have great weight,
despite the mass of figures quoted in apparent contravention by
the Chairman of the Works Committee. The almost invariable
experience of architects has been to the effect that day labor is
consid more_expensive than contract work. As long as
human nature is what it is, such will be the case, and especially
in corporation work, From inspector to mortar-mixer, the ten-
dency is to spin out the job, there being no decr\ly interested
boss to insist on strict atiention 10 business.  With a purchasiiz




