
Still there is a fascination about running a country
newspaper; a strong fascination. The more cordwood
subscribers you secure, the more arrearages accumnulate,
and the oftener you get your paper-mill notes renewed, the
more fascinating the business becornes. I have known
editors wo be so fascinated and oblivious to, the outside
world that thcy couldn't see when the tiîne was opportune
for themn to throw up the sponge and skip the country;
then 1 hiave seen the bailiff walk in, lock up thc concern,
and leave the cditor wvithout enougli money to pay his
railway fare to the next town. Bailiffs are incxorable. 1
knowv it. Mien I resigned miy editorial labor into the
hands of a bailili there %vas one littie menienito I wished
to retain. That was a due-bill for enough to purcliase a
good pair of I>iots. 1 had to walk out with the old pair.

t %vas a hard struggle to leave that miusty old office,
witb ail its distrcssing associations and starvation îîîeni-
ories-the battlefield of iny brain and muscles ; the
ground 'vhere 1 hiad struggled for threc years witli relentless
poverty, in the vain hope of getting an under hold, hut
the old warrior biad at last landed lits force below the beit
ai-d I dropped. But the hardest thing of ail Io tear nîy-
seli away from was six cords of fine hardwood nicely piled
mn the back yard. 1 niioutrncd that loss ail one w~inter.

1 once heard of a mtan w'ho became rich in the ncws-
paper business. 1 neyer had the leasuire of his acquain-
tance, but I venture to aftirm that it xvasn't a country
newspaper hie ran. *Fhere was one mari of iiiy acquaintance,
though, hie owvned large paper milis, and who had a
country newspaper thrown uipon his bands for a bad debt.
He hired an editor and ran it for ail lie wvas able. He
wis wvorth $zoo,ooô whien lie tackled that paper, but in
six nîonths his toills were sold out by the sheriif and lie
died a bankrupt. Tiiere rnay be money in thie business,
but it cosis more to mine for it than the face value of tie
btî lion.

E ditors neyer attain to a great age. The eldest one
died avhcn he wvas forty, yet lie looked so agcd and care-
worn that bis friends, througli compassion, emphiaticalîv
declared him to be a centenarian. 1 do not wish to say
anything disparaging of cditors, for miy sympathies are
witb theni. When 1 see one dodging back and forth
across the street, running through alleyways, wvith bat
pulled down over bis eyes to prevent recognition, I re-
cognize an old character of nay own and iiientally exclaimn:
"'God-sp)eed! Vou have a tough row, old fellow, but
you'il hoc it in a very few years; yotu're hoeing it faist nowv;
but kind Providence wvor't prolong your miseries bcyond
7,5 or 40."

A corpulent editor is a rare bird. 'l'ie party wlbo
bought ont my paper at the baitiff's sale wvas the finest
specimen 1 ever saw. 1Me ivas cxtremely corpulcnt, but
hie died three wveeks after con-iing into possession. 'l'le
dactor said it wvas too sudden a change for himi, poor
feilow. Tlhen aftcr bis deatlî tlîýy w'anted nme ti> take it
again and rui it on a good salary, but I didn't ; 1 pre-
ferred to grovcl along in a hum-drum sort of way, getting
odd jobs now and again svbich brouglt nme in a few dlol-
lars a montlî, and finally I sectired a situation as collector
for a me-ircantile firmni, in %vlich position 1 have found
ecstatic bliss. 'l'ie tables are turned. I find overpower-
ing deligbit in running dowvn delinquents, and gloat over
their terrified atteînpts to evade nie. But I nevcr dun
an editor. SuîF

''-EAcIiit-R-Name three beasîs of prey. Pupil-One
tiger and two lions.

TEN DOLLARS.

1 CA dIescrîlc the N-iasy 1 feel
Whcin gazing on îhy crisp, X-p)req3ive face

Let nic x-tend nmy hand io prove 11,0e real
Le.t me x.jlIain why It hy furrn cnibrace.

Oh. p,<>werftiI -, al[ 1ma-sicrXîl art thou
To w~ard off focs of mîine who x-ecr.it',

Bkeatise I coiilci fot ,a ecsc niy brow,
Anîd pay \-tortii)ncrs whio wuild not waît.

But herc 1 have thee ! Thon art mine ai last,
Vet m iii a bright X-cuse I wil i ~Ini

I'm in-x.oraiîle IiMi hiol.i thec fasi,
And credtiî ors înay gruîîiblc at iliy wit.

Mayliap Llhey think îny logic is compl-x
WVhcî p>iace< i n this x.temp)rizi îît formi

'rhtti'rt destined tu boy coal ! Kailers wvîll x-
Culpate. -, onerae-1 înutst keep warisi

THEY TOOK CHANCES.

A FUNNY story cornes froni an up-country town where
the final votcrs' list court was held before the county
judge a few weeks ago.

'lie namie of one whorn 'se %vilI caîll John Snîlith
for short aras finally reached iii a list of ,e'eral sybor the
Tories arere cndeavoring to have put on.

Have you any objection to dais person ?" queried his
1-lonor of the ]awyer asho avas reprcsenting the Reformi
interests.

"'lhle onily objection 1 have, your Honor," aras the
reply of the champion of the 1,iberal cause, Ilis that the
person bas periodical crazy spdis, in tlîe course of onue
of wbich lie mi-lit possibly vote against us svere an elec-
tion on. But perhaps it arill be during a sanc interval hie
will have to go to the poils, iii which case we are sure lie
wouild vote riglit. WeIl take vhances, anyway, and let
the naie go on the list."

And as the Court passed to the next naie the Conser-
vative lawyer aras hearci to niutter deçparingly :-" By
Gecorge, what a chance 1 miissed when 1 didn't biead that:
felloar off svith an explanation fromn our side of the housc
on the sanie tack

Gré/"ýs Goinic 4/,,,ana for- iÇ,Y;7 is out, and in the
opinion of ail x'sho have seen it, far surpasses any prevîous
issue. It is gr-catly elgcand briinitig fulil of good
things, literary and pictori.il. 'l'lie rce is still tlîe nom-
inal one of to cents, for whicli tlic Almanac %vili be sent
to in), address, post (ree.

Tii roa/'nAfgaîe is a %velcome v'isitor lit our
table every miontb. Besides an excellent spread of
literary arrs, tie b'rook/î-n always contains half-a-dozen
sermons by Beecher and Tlainîage, %N-Iich alone are worth
more than the subscription lance, $2 lier )'ear.


