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"MAST,ER HUMPHREY'S' COIMPEA\IIONS

My old compamon tellsmeitis mxdmght The fire glows bnght-
Iv; crackhng with a shap ‘irid cheerful $otind as-if it Joved tg-burn,
The. merry ¢ cricket on the hearth (my constant visitor, ) this ruddy
blaze? my -¢loek, fand I séern: to" Share the wor]d?*a.mon'#'ds,i’ﬁnd to
be the only things awake. The wmd hlgh and boxsterous buf’
riow,  has died: Away; 'andf‘hoarsely muttérs m its s?eep 'Jove all
times andvseasons. edolitin’ 1ts~tum, ‘anid ana apt perhaps fto‘tlﬁn“kt:the)
present ong fth‘é‘best,' but’past or comzng=T always 16vE this f)‘éadef

ful tlme of n; ht, when lonﬂ buried thoughts, favoured ‘by[t'herrfoém
. and«‘sﬂence*sieal’from"tbezr!gmves and‘haunththe °cen" 5 6f faded
happmess anid- hope b st S ¥
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‘n ghosts b'Lhasa remarkable nfﬁmtyrmth the
w‘hole currd‘nt‘of our thourrhts 'at:such-an' hour As'this,and Seénis'to
be; thlelir' hecessary nd natural consequencés.  For wlio can wonder
‘that'mah $h'6ild el Avague belief ins tales‘of disembodied. spifits
wandering through:those places which théy once ‘dearly’ affected,
{hhen he himself, scarcely.less separated Trom hisold ‘world: than'
they,- is for evertlmgerma' upon past emotions and by-gone timies;
and-hovering, the gliost of -his former ‘self, about the places ahd
peopleithat warmed his heart ofold? Tt is thus that at this quiet
hoiflr'{];-"%haunt the house where I wasborn, the rooms I used totread,
the scenés of ‘my infancy, my boyhood ard my youth; it is thus
that I prowl around my .buried. treasure, (thdix"gh""not'of gold or
silver) and mourn my loss§ it is this that I.revisit ‘the ashes’ of
extmgmshed fires, and také my ‘silent stand at old bedsrdes. :

my Spirit shodld rever glide back-to this chamber when my bodv is
muigledmlth thc dusts it wille buttfollow the course xtﬁoften took:

| and sorry to’think that- he?shon!d béthere by hitsalf o Te did hot

] 1/

mvthxs’great place. ‘whose fnen‘dshved at‘*a Ioncr djstance oﬁ‘" nnd i
whiose' means.were" too stendar” tor ena!ﬂe them’totmnke the'j Joumey
The suppésition-gave rlse o' so' maﬂy d,lstresemm Kttle p:ctures“fhnt
in-proference to carrying theii home with: me,‘“Ifdetermmed 1o enz‘u
countér the realities; ' So I tornedand wlked fin - -+ <y et
<. T.was at once'g)ad and sorry -to'find: tHabWbibre wis' only one per“

AL

son’in the\dmmg-room g]ad to*]\now thaf"there :Wefe' not more,

a%

Jook so old as'ﬂl'“ huﬂhk éi?& advanced'-m’hfe, afidihishigir

was: anearlytwhrte. < T ough Im.u'nade mo're nonse m'entenng‘nnd :
seatlngnm}'selﬂthan was qurte""necssary *mth’ tbefv:ew‘”of ! attru'ct‘ ]
mglhls atténtion‘and salumng*hiih'lm the! good‘o]d form of that' tide
of year, he dldnot ‘raigehisihead; ‘but sat, withijt restmo"on lushand*
musmmoVer’ lns.hnlf ﬁmshed meal-“t e s T ’»'Et"‘ N
ncn:l]ed fon somethmg whidhZweulas give’me'an: exuse’ for te-
tnaining in thé room (T<hald dlnéd’carly",“xfs my‘ liiousekeeper was'én
gaged: at-night to! partal-.e some Friend’s good (.heer) and sat’where
I could observe without intruding ‘on’ him. Mg feb trme he looks
edup. Hewas aware that somebody had * enté'red but could see
very little of me as’ I'sat'in thé shade 4nd bedn the light.: I-Ie was
sad and thoughtful, and I forebore to trouble him by speakmox :
Let me beheve that itwas' somethmg better than cunosxty which
rivetted my attentlon and impelied me stronwly 'towards"thts“gen- '
tleman. ;I never:saw so patient and-kind a face. He SHould lidve
been.'surfounded by friends, * and” yct 7here he sat dejected and
alone when:alliferiad their friends about them. - As'oftér''as he
roused himself from hxs'rever:e he would fall” into it again, and |t
was plain that - whatever were-the? suh]ect of hxs“thoughts they" were
ofa me)nncholy kind,: and tvould not, be ‘eonfrolled - i i

) ,,n.: s g, ‘}{..nu S
‘t' ng dd\m my,lshare of
meanmg*b'eﬁored SNt

PO -o-}

how ancwa‘rd nnd -c6nstramed ewasti in
‘the dmlogue, aidtow easrlylhe r'uessed,my,.

written half of what [hud to' s\y-"“ HE] t‘old m‘éfid'dvﬁlt g.\-mce
that hé *had not’ ‘been- accustomed to be‘nJone on 1hat"dny7-'-“-'th:{t\"
had always beena little festival wnh htm—nnd‘seexngthxstl' glanced

‘at hisdress in:the éfpectation tbnt ;he iwore emoummg,nhemdded" -+

hastily. that it was not: tha.t-, 1f4t.*hadrbgen, he"thoughbzheecéulﬂ‘ ;

bave borne itbetter::--. F rom thntﬁtlme~ totthe« present;we haVQ" eved

touched upon liis theme.. Updt uverg retdrn ot}thosamejda}*\v
A _

. bavetbeen. together, hand.:althoughx “‘e.m‘nko,xt' oungnnnualtcustongl" l
tosdnnk to'each othenhand A rhand aftor dmner nnd 'rtorecaLWIth“ X

SRR

aﬂ‘ectxonategnrruhtyx everw ctrcumstxmce ofttonr@nst‘-meetmg;hwé

A r,q” g
alwnys a\:old this :onens.xf hytmutuahchnsent'.. » ..rh;! ‘P'bste'-' ﬁ‘@ x' £

regnrd and,formmg an nttnchmentwwhlch tI trustlnndhbelxeve,
only;be- mterrupted by denth, to" be“renewedun another \ex1§tqncé :
IAscarcelSr knowthomwetcommumoate as weﬂdo. but ho\ham,.long
sineé ceased to’ be deaf to'me.

w.l
'E

- Hé'is frequently’ the compamod of
my walks,! und everin crowded stréetsireplies.to imy- bllg!lt&St]DOk .
or gesture as though he could read' my: thoughts. - From the svasf -

|

number. of ob,]eots which' pass in> rapid -suceession  before our eyes, -

we frequently select the same for some partxcuhu' notice or remarL, L

and when one of these little comcldenccs oocurs I ¢znnot desonbe
the pleasure that animates my fm.nd :ar-the beaming countenance
he will preserve for half an hour afterwards at least. - ot

He is a grept thinker from hvmg 50 mmh»wthm hlmself, ‘and’

I3

having.a lively, imagination. has‘a,faclhty of concqw;ng and en!nr%-} ""{'

ing upon old ideas. which rendersrhnn;;nyaluable to,kour thtlez‘jfly.\,,j

and greatl Y. astomshes Quy, ttvo;fnends. s ,,Has pbw}rs ug, hxgs_, qpe

in' the old man’s lifetime,- and add but’ one/more change" to»thc abe | He was nothisedlzs sslitade: "It'w sure“fof’tdat ffor‘"]}'know'by are, much a551§ted b; a,Jarm plpe;wlhchghe;n;su ;eg us;s quckbelon
JFetsrof lts contemplauon. Wt *,-m RN S I R RN m}'selﬁﬂ)smﬁhehhadl-been",’ﬂhls manner“wou]dhhav Haen?! “dilfbrent. J,"d“;p nﬁGcnﬁa tudent.,,gBe‘thq\ i}gt-mg'};, 2* ms‘\}nad’li'
a‘;In a.llﬂmyﬂxdle speculatlons ’I}am"greafly essrﬁtcd hywarxous le- andéhe-would have taken some shvht‘mterest 1n"thc'r“n"frwah'hf‘an-£‘- ﬁ@ryq}gcxen and‘;,'#my,st‘gr a]zpea ance, qﬁ'ﬂ-)s;,of(;such e
' ”'éends%gr’mgcted ﬂ&‘wzth«krhrivbnerabl&’bodse,‘,,‘d‘hrchﬂareﬁcurredt_gp{ Other!es! Ifco(ild ml% ~'L‘ﬂ’i“zlti'he hadﬁnwéﬁjfetlt Sy hahhet‘ ,fd‘l;es _thr'e:e,hours in ‘ayhal &fﬁ &t.,. o
"'the F'éighhourh"obd,»nncLare 50t “‘nmeroh?;ttlﬁt?th‘g?’el’iﬁgdadc%focﬁp;"f‘ %f”,,?]xtg‘ensg&! 131; t'ﬁp;';m ‘t‘;ﬁné'#ﬂ plate'*ﬂw 0 ieyEHT :ﬁlﬁgcbe t‘“( Oﬁ% rome
o boar R > m;'drsmnl ’Ntldn\ SR rSo W A fdcvuh"kdn 2 elrela dm Rt ki " GG #u.m-s : ‘é‘ i mu"!i"" 3
eybod (0T £8 % Ll et Pt Wl ﬁw s A e btag MG
‘.,;‘I*:ﬁr rta ’e‘ th tsﬁofachomrng 1t$tte&- ] T fody s 3".4 ‘as atde lng ‘le,;ewvm TEht Y 2bY; M@;ﬁatgd ayeodotegrq‘frthl's,i'ﬁéfe;and.,.ltj‘ogrtmtﬁgures-%; .4 B,
\thnﬁxt“'was‘,haunted*from'roofto ce}lur;rand Ifbeheve ghe.q‘bg__‘, ‘jgié‘_ 'fMahy o} themspr'[yngmpétogekhﬁr,% §w1th a&]%ngrgmpﬁb%tﬁ‘ Eﬁo‘r,yedﬁuponj\ts;lihlwi;‘rat ,whrch*an,the smokersil theiéné;g!hbtrm‘ Qdﬂ s
] 'eﬂCh. :but.in: unbroke"*‘successron lik*e%h oﬁth‘eé eeld ‘“‘Tt‘J EE "booddlia ve,stodd nghast, qx.d b Ml

.ngomm ,whu:h myﬂnexghboursmnceheldime had‘htumseﬁn rmy ﬁot;‘
‘being tormto pleces,lor atsleast: dlstracted#mth 'téfrorion’ ’the “nighit |
I took possession : in éither- of; which’ -cases I should doubtless‘
hnye arrived by.a short vutiatithetvery summit 6f popularity.,
sfButitraditions and rumours all taken into account, who so abets
ine in every fancy and chimes with my.every thought, ‘as- my dear
denffrrend; and '-how‘often have I:cause to.blessthe day that
brought us together ! - Of‘all:days in the year I rejoice to:think
thaf,it.should have'been:Cliristmas Day, with whlch from chxldhood
we associate something friendly; ‘hearty, and stricerer® i P
4 Iihad -walked: out " to.cheer myself thln the"happiness of others,
and in the lirtde tokensof festmty and r¢joicing of which tliestreets
and houses.present so 'manj;upon that.day,-had lost ¢ some houfs,
Now L stopped tolook ata; merr) partyih urrymfr through the'snow
on: faot. tor thexr - place;of ‘meetmo'fa 1l by 'turned hack to'see a
whole coachfuh of children safely deposl Pat the welcomedhouse!
At oneztmze, ?Iz admu’ed how’carefu“ yithe: -workmn-man‘ earried the
baby.in its gaudy *hat:and feathers sand howhis swife; .trudgmmpa
tiently on behmd forgot even her-care of her gay -clothes,in’ e‘{
changmrr-gteetmvs with !the’child a5 “it crowed and? laughed & over
the father’s shoulder; atanother, T: pleased myself with’ someipass-
ing scene of gallantry or courtshlp, and was glad to believé that for
a-season half the world ofpoverty wasgay. - .0 ot
« 'As-the day closed in,- istill- rambled. through the streets; feeling
a companionship in the brlght fires that cast their warm reflection’
duithe Windowsas:1’ passed” and'losing all sense of my own loneli-
ness in’ iraaginibg the sociality and kind fel]owslup that every where
previled. - - At length I happened-to stop before a Tavern, and eri-
-counteting. &' Bill of Fare in the window, it all at once brought it
into rﬁ}i’ihe’adeto wonder. whav kind- of 'people dmed alone ih 'la-
yerns: zipon iGhiristinas: Daly. - - L e R
uohtary men are nccustomed I suppose, unconsclously to look
upon solitude as'their own' peculmrl‘property I Lad sat-alone in
my room on many, many, anniversaries of this' great hohday, -and
had never regarded it butias oneyof-universal assemb]age and're-
Joncmg i Lhad’excepted' :apd swith'an acbingtheart,: ascfowd of pri-
soners: and beggzrs, but #hese were not the men for whom*the 'I'a- '
vern doors were’ open.wﬂHad wthey dny customers, orwas it 2-meére
form'?fa for:nno doubt.+¥ 1 AR
. Trying-3 feel. quite sureofthis Liwalked 1away, buit ‘Defore J-had
gone many ' paces, stopped and looked: back:* vThere wWas'a | prd-
voking airrof business o thellamp above “the. door which 13 coultl
not-overcomeé.<i"Lbegantobe afraid:there mlght'bo-many customers
young meniperhapfstmgghnglwrth:ﬂae wor]d;f’futter ‘strangers

L I‘\' ne iy n.;\i H 5‘15 ol

ty

o ]

up already by a Sithoom of roast and boxled

.for-a |ong time; but at ™ length wlth 2 qun}ermg thaid® he- ﬁ}led‘a\

- «TI.see’that you ‘speak: ea.rnectly, hereplied, “'and’ Lmdly I am

great. ohanfre to"ﬁnd’h "m‘se]f 'fOr'th’AEﬁrst‘trme1 ¢ Iﬂqmt“el’settlfad‘that‘
it was:the- ﬁrst) in ‘an empty sr]ent*room‘ with! 10 s‘d'ulito care for.
I could notHelp fo'llowmg"hlra«fm 1magmat|on throug‘n crowds of
pleasant faces, and-then coming back'ta that dull“ place thb‘ "1ts
bough of misletoe sickéning in the gas ‘and -sprxgs of holly purched
The very watter'had
gohe‘h'o'me, and his’ representatu'e, a8 poor lean hungry man, "was
keepmﬂ' Chiistmas'in Kis jacket.” ! * g el R g
I grew still' more interested-in my friend: “'Hls dmner ’don’ Wia
decauter of wine was placed beéfore ‘Jhxm. 16 remnmed untoﬁclxed

glisgand raised it'to his hps. Some tender wish 107+ Which'be "lad

béen sccustomed:to nge'utterance on ‘that ‘dav,"‘orhsome‘beldiidd

name that'lie:hdd‘ been’iised? to pledge,’tYe"mlﬂcd”upon"them at! the
it

moment -l=He put';‘lt down" very hastlly too}: “it’ upeonce more—

s o] o

agam put: 1t*down pressed his haiid: upon’hxs face-—yes—-‘-bnd ted s
sto]e dowa: hls cheeksl"l dth certam' DRE A E SR R S 'H
‘¥ Without‘p ausmg 16 conszder whether I"dld Tight'or! r\v‘r"onv i1,

stepped across'thie toothiand- szttmn' down Deside h1m laid ‘hahd
~gently’on histarfo, v 50 B B " e

\e My fr:end ”‘Isald' « forgwe me 1f*PI'f‘beseech you’to fake
comfort’and ‘donsolation from- thehps of an-old 3 man $ Wil n'o't
prea?:h‘to you what I Kave not practlsed, mdeed “‘Whatevér be
yonr griefibe of-a’gocd heart-—-be of & "good heart, pray Pt -

‘. "Ji}) '1‘ o E

o

[EUR A \<l" i

very sure, but~-" "

* I'nodded ‘my head’ to ~show that" I‘unde:stood what ’he would
say; for I had alréady gathered from : a certain’ fixed expresswn in
his-face; and from’ the’ -aftention ‘with whlchfhe watched me wblle
I spoke, that his sense of hearing was destroyed el There should
be- a'freemusonr’y btheen*us, said: T 'pomtmg from. hlmself to'me
to e\:plam my meamng”’“ :f not in’ our greyhairs, at” Jehist iur Jod’h
mxsf'ortunes. You see that I‘am‘but apoor‘crrpple ’

Ihave Tevef £t ‘56! happy“under“my ﬁﬂhctxo 151hce the trymg
-noment of ray fifst becommg Coriseious oht‘vas when' he«‘took ‘my
hand i m hxs withd ’smll tehiat has-l1ghted”z’ﬁf‘id§th’m‘hfeTﬁ'om thaf
day, Yandwe sat'down sxj:le by $ide g Aafasyl ki "'"
' *Tlusxwas'the beginnitig: of”my'fnendéhlp thh the’d éafsg s

PP 1 B

b gentle-
man, and when was ever - the shght’and easy*servnce of a l}nd‘ word"
in ‘seasan,’ “repaid: by's sueh attachmeut ‘and ‘de¥otion’ e has ‘hown

‘to me | s J"a*u;u }b
P “He- pmduced a Intﬂé 's'et“of 'tablets’“ ad. a“;')‘erir"éil to™* f&(:llltntb‘; or:r
' ¥

" conversation, on that our: ﬁrst acqualdt:fnce;“an‘d’l h'ell d‘é ber,ai

¢ N
" o .r."u v,»",‘

EEE AT A

) gradual]y Tost: ground ,«,m‘thc ;aﬁéctjég_
y qnd the ypunger,j:yvho dldfnbtvfajl '_t i

she ,ho]dslat m*h:ghweneratron, has nisuperétulous feelmg oonnec

ednmth 1t.,\vlnch wouldr render: her.exoee‘dmﬂ' uuwx]]mg to,he left‘

Aoy
2000 i

-aloue,m xts compxmy after davk, . esaas
Whareverqsouow. my deafifnend has known, and. v w, n*ever g:;;ef

mny Jinger’in some secret .corner of b heart, he is now a. ehe,erful,. :

placld happy creature. Misfortune. can, never have: fallen. upom

such a man but for’ some igood purpose, and- swhen I see its trncts '

in, his gentle pature; :and:his carnest féeling, I am the- Iéss dxsposed
to murmur at such trmls as I may have underfrone mysclf Wrtb

«I knomthnh[my hougekeeper, vh),le\r'k.re f

regard to, the pipe.;. €L have aﬂtheoryqof my.otenn; L cannoth)elp\- ip?

thmkmmthat it isin somelmanncr counected \v1th thg ,event;gthut
"brought us together,, ford remember, thnt-lt was, a;long,

me]ancholy ;-and, ‘that lt)was*nflongk‘nme eyetrbeforp he}’hroughtﬁ

forth. f j,huve no cunosrty, howe\yer,;\upomthls subJect,;for,;I:,knoTiv‘,
A Tsl N

‘thgt—r 1tzpromotes hrsg,rtranq ulhty nnd.;cquort t.pndctltneedf 1o other :

}.

H 5%
mducement ty ,_regarduttwrth tnw*gutmosf: favour-{ % 5.»,\,5,;_,}‘;,, '11 éa"{';p\
e Such is the odeaf, | genﬂeman ?;_[; cnll upn]ns *I' gurexpow Liﬁc ;{ﬁ 7
sober grey, andisea tedf,m!thefchlmpey,goorpe;.f r‘Aq

‘sthoke’ frosmihis fuyouriteipipe e;custs‘-nt‘looky 1

hhejpuﬁ's,oqtv

covdmhty and 'fnendshlp, and says allgrnanner oftk ndwand igﬂmal
thmgs m«fa ;cheerful:sm:lex,{,then he ral‘s thxs eyes to~~myr»'clock

t;me before ,

. ,S

ATy even; talked;about it; {tlmt when he,,dtd hergrewr.reserved and

me : brlmfu,lupf <

tqo much to say thaml'nyould gladly pqrt wrth one oﬁmypoor hmbs,' o

.o

could he but hear ‘the; old clock’s vorce.» & ‘, -'},,s ‘,’ha{\ Ul T

v

e

wayward tru;mt c]ass whom the u:'or}d'.' ,accusfomedfto demgnate
as nobody s enemies but; theugown.-;« Br;ed toaa‘ profesmon fdr tyh:ch

he,never, quahﬁed hlmself‘ apd.»ren;ed,m,the expectat:on ,,of a f6r- :

tune he has never 1nhented hé;l’hpsiuqdergone \evqny«vxclssrtude ot’
which su,ch an existence. 19.Hcgpo})le.ya‘!;(He:and( hxs you gerabrother,
bothrorphans frgm therr};chrlglhpod”r,hgereif'
re]d.t_; e whoﬂqpuht them'to, }pect en equah tv;s:on of ])Lxﬁpm%er.

S

Ay ‘but too. ‘mdolentito cour;t,xand 0 ]xonesbqto ﬂatter',‘ttthe{elder
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o ¥ ..-‘t

9 0 ﬁrj\‘prm,;ehs;g
trmmphs in the possessgmg% nor,mou%, wenlth‘“” Hi s triim
hourd it m-sohtary wretchedness, andj robablrto fée"l rw:th

ch M;turfe of‘every shllhm’j ﬂl gr’mﬂ“m ;’E'Jth "Iosszof-%hl'v

’ho'fe mhentnnce;év%{'wch's!t }ns ‘t: &'Msw i i";'i :;"t ”’M e @
.' B ot oid X i ; ’.
i B e wa’s‘?frack’fneab“é%ﬁ’a”’ihc et e s«,-ho‘“hlf;el i
[ o.-u'r!.-pi N3

m 4 Q )l ‘ll
went tto,xwhere ‘er?éty ‘ot‘.herp c‘dxld, 3
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