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DECISIONS REGARDING NEWSPAPERS.
1. Any person who takes a paper regularly

om tho Post office, whether diracted to hisown name or
another’s, or whether he has subsoribed or not, 13 respon-

sihle for payment.
2, If a person orders his paper discontinued

" he austpay all arrears, or the publisher may econtinue to

send it until payment 18 made, and then oollect the whole
amount, whether the paper ix taken from the optce or not

3, In suits for subseriptions, the suit may be
lastitnted Iin the place where the paper 18 published al
though the subgoriber may reslide hundreds of miles away

4. The courts have decided that refusing to
take newapapers or perlodicals from the Post office,or
removing and leaving them unoailed for, I8 prima facie
ovidense of intentional {raund.

CALENDAR FOR DECEMBER.

Tth—2ad Sanday in Advent.
i4th—3rd Sunday in Advent. [Notice of
Ember Days, Ember Coll. daily.]
17th—
18th—
20th— ,
21st—4ch Sunday in Advent, Si. Thomas,
A. & M. [ Notice of Ohristmas, St.
Stephen and St. John |
26th—Carisrmas Doy, Athan, Creed,
26th—8t, Stepben, First Martyr.
2%th- -St. John, Ap. & Evangelist,
29th— Ist Sunday afier Christmas,
tice of Circumcision,
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THE HOLY SCRIPTURES AS THE
BASIS OF CHURCH UNITY,.

Rsv, Wintam D. Wison, D. D, LLD,
L H.D., Dsax or St. ANDaEw's DiIviNiTY
SorooL.

As I am to write of the Holy Soriptares as

. the Basis of Church TUnity, it would seem

proper to preface what I have to say by a
brief consideration of the problems snd dif-

- fioulties to be met, bearing always in mind the

existing ovils and the end to be accomplished.
Leaving out of account for the present the
‘Orientsl Charob, inoluding as it does nearly

- one third of the professing Christians of the
" world, we havo around us three distinot bodies

or classes of persons to be considered,
1, We have those who adhere to and advo-
oato the rupremacy of the Bishop of Rome as

.- esaential to Church Uhnity; they hold that our
- Lord made St. Potor the prince of the Apostles,

and gave him not only presidency, bat author-
ity also over the others, and throngh tkem
over the whole Church of belicvers in Him;
that St. Poter became Bishop of Rome and

- transmitted & his successors through all time

the presidency and the supremsacy which he

- had "exercised, And recently his adherents

have declared that he is infallible whenever he
speaks autboritatively and in his official capa-
oity ; so that no one ocan have uny reasonable

- hope of final salvation who does not accept
;.. and follow his deorees.

2. Then we bave what are called ultra-Pro
testants, who bold that when our Lord spoke
of building His Church [Matt. xvi. 18] Hoe did
not refer to any visible vrganized body of those
that shomld believe in Him, bat rather to an
invisible numhér, known only to Himself ; that
He caused His Gospel. to be preached, and
finally to be committed to writing, leaving the
believers to organize themselves into Churches,
a8 many and as varfous in form aud discipline
88 they might think most expedient and con
duoive to the welfare and final salvation of men.
They do not regard * the Historio Episoopate”
or eny other form of a ministry that has any
visible or tactual connection with the Apoatles,
or the ministry our Lord ordained and sent to
preach His Gospel, a8 at all necessary.

3. Then in the third place we have a class of
Christians who olaim to have *the Historic
Episcopate” with an actual and a tactual line
of descent from the Apostles, They hold that
the Church spoken of by our Lord [Matt. xvi.
18; xviji. 17] and often referred fo in the Acts
and Epistles [Aots iii. 47; 1 Tim. iii, 156] was
a visible and orgsnized body.

In fact, this view is inevitably implied, if
indeed it is not expressly stated in the Declara
tion of our House of Bishops [General Conven~
tion, 1886, p. 80]: ¢ We do beroby affi-xa that
the Christian Unity now so earnestly desired

. ¢an be restored only by a return of il
Christian Communions 1t the principles of
unity exemplified by the undivided Catholio
Church during the firat ages of its existence ;
which principles we believe to be the sub
stantial deposit of Christian Faith and Order
committed by Christ and His Apostles to the
Church unto the end ofthe world, and there
‘ore incapable of compromise or surrender by
those who have been ordained to beits stewards
and trustees for the common and equal bsnefit
of all men,”

But the views of the Holy Soriptures enter-
tained by them (which is the subject now more
cepecially before us) differ quite as much
among these bodies or classes of Christians we
bave pamed, as they themselves do in regard
to the Church which our Lord founded. Aad
in faot this diversity of views in regard to the
Scriptures is, if not fundamental, yet essential
to the diversity of their viows in regard to the
Church itself,

The advocates of the Papal claims hold that
besides what is contained in the Holy Sorip-
tures, there are traditions outside of their teach.
ings, and especially such as have received the
approval and sanction of the Pope, that are as
essential and as necessary to salvation a&s the
things that are contained in the Soriptares
themselves, :

Then the extreme Protestants hold on the
olher hand that the Bible alone is the guide for
Christian believers,—that each one is to take
it, study it, and interpret it for himself as best
ho can, under the influence of prayer and the
guidance of the Holy Ghost. Lhey socarcely
bold to any ¢ Church authority” in the proper
genge of the word, They do indeed hold to
and see the neoessity of Church regulations,
such as each pastor or congregation may make
as & matter of expedienoy and as condaoive to
edification.

Then finally we have those holding & gome-
what middle ground—like that of the Protest.
ant Bpiscopalians, who, a8 it will be remem
bered, proposed the four conditions of union,
one of whioh we sre consldering. They hold
sud exprossly declare (Art. VI) that *“ the
Holy Soriptures contain all thiags necessary to
salvation.” Bat they also hold that there are
many things spoken of or alluded to in the
Holy Soripiures which are essential, in some
one form or another, to any Charch orgariza.
tion to the preaching of tha Gospel, and to the
administration of the Saoraments, which are
not expressly stated in the Soriptures, And
they hold that the safest and most proper

guide to a right understanding and observanoe |

of thiese things is what may be called tradition ;
that is, the records that have come down to.us
outside of the Soriptures,—such as notes of
usages, canons and opinions of early Fathers,

If we turn our sattention to the Old Testa.
ment Soriptures we find that although, as it
now appears, there may have been portions of
the esrlier books in existenoe before the time
of Moses, yet that the books, from first to laat,
from Genesis to Mslachi, with the possible
exception of the Book of Job, were written in
the Jewish Church, by members of the Church,
and after its organization by Moses in the wil-
dernees, and after the priests and Levites had
been set apart not only for the administration
of the worship in the Tabernacle, but also to be
the instructors aud guides of the people in
matters that pertain to their Faith and religion
a8 woll a8 in regard to their duties as men and
oitizens ; snd that 81l these books, with, &s be.
fore said, the possible exception of Job, were
written for their instruction and guidance in
their responsible and arduous duties as priests
snd ministers. '

If now we turn our aitention to the New
Testament, we fiod very mach the same result,
We find that our Lord declared, some time
betore He died, His intention to build Hig
Charch on the confession of His Divine Nature
which St. Peter bad just made. He soon after,
a8 it appears from St. Mathew's record, gave to
His Aposties extensive power, not only of
legislation, but of discipline as well, subordinate
of course to any instruction He had given them
or might thereafter give them [Mast zvi. and
xviii, 15-21]. Then in Aects |ii. 47] we find
the Church spoken of as alresdy existing and
established, 80 that * the Lord added to the
Charch daily such as should be saved,”—or
wero being saved,

The Apostles went forth and preached the
Gospel as they wers commanded; and it was
pot nntil some fwenty years at least afier their
mission that any part of the Holy Soriptares of
the New Testament as we now have them
were written.

Ouar Lord, 8o far as we have auy racord of
the words He uttered never gave them any
charge to write anything. They were to
preach and proolaim by word of moath the
Gospel, make disoiples of the people among all
the nations or races of people on the earth,
bapt zing and thus bringing into the Charch
those that shonld believe the Gospel as they
were to presch and to teach ii; and the
promise was, * Whosoever believeth and is
baptized shall be saved.”

Bat the earliest attempt to reduce the Gospel
to writing, that the Church of the believers
might have the benefit of reading it for them.
selves, did not oconr for some twenty years or
more after the Gorpel had been preached, and
Churches—that is, local Churches, as branches
of the one Church which our Lord founded and
which St. Paul declares to be the pillar and
ground, stay or support, “of the trath” 1 Tim,
iii, 16]—had been established in nearly all
parts ot the earth,

It is commonly supposed that the very first
to be written of the hooks we now have in our
Canon, or c¢ollection of Holy Scriptares of the
Nsw Testament, was the first of St, Panl’s
Episties to the Thessslonians, about A. D 52,
nineteen years after the Crucifixion, The Gos-
pels 88 we mnow have them were not written
until somewhat later, Itis sometimes claimed,
mdeed, that St. Matthew wrote, for the con-
verts from Judaism who lived in Palestine, a
Gospel in the Hebrew language, or what was
culled Hebrew at the time. Bnt we have not
that Gospel as be wrote it, if ever he wrote
one; and what we have is of a later date, say
aboat a. p. 60. And the other Gospels were
written luter on, until perhaps thas of St. John
sometime in the lastdeoade of the first century,
perbsps a. p. 92,

I think we have satisfactory evidence that
there was at & much earlier date than even the




