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DEOISLONS REGARDING NAWSPAPERS.

1. Any person who takes a paper regularly
om the Pont office, whether directed ta his own mane or

another's, or whether he has subscribed or not, la respon.
sible for payment.

2. If a person orders his paper discontinued
he aust pay aIl arrears, or the publisher may continue te
ceud it until payment l made, and then colleat the whole
amount, whether the paper ir tlaken from the oftce or no

3. I asuits for subscriptions, the suit may be
lastitated in the place where the paper la published a]
though the subsoriber may reeide hundreds of miles away

4. The courts have decided that refusing te
take newspapers or periodlcals from the Post office, or
rernoving and leaving them unoalled for, I primafacie
,Vyidence of itentional fraud.

CALENDAR FOR DECEMBER,

Due. th-2nd Sindiay la Advent.
14th-3rd Sunday in Advent. [Notice of

Ember .Days. Ember Coll. daily.]
"d 17th-
" 19th-~ EMRER DÀYS.
" 20 h-
d 21st-4th Sunday in Advent. St. Thomas,

r A. & M. [Nolicp of Ohrislmas, St,ntephen and St. John ]
" 25th-CaLsTuAi DAY. Athan. Creed,
" 26th-St. Stephen, First Martyr.
" 27th- St. John, Ap. & Evangelist.

29th-Ist Sunday afier Christmas, [No.
tiee f Oircumoision.

TRlE HOLY SCRIPTURES AS THR
BAdIS O' CB URCH UNIT Y.

ROv. WILLIAu D. WILsoN, D. D., IL D,
L.H.D., DAN oF ST. ANDarw's DIVINiTr

SoEooL.

As I am te write of the Holy Seriptures as
the Basis of Church Unity, it would seem
proper to preface what I have te say by a
brief consideration of the problems and dif-
ficulties te be met, bearing always in mind the i
exieting evils and the end te ho ecomplished.

Leaving out of account for the present the
Orientai Charch, inclading as it does nearly s
one third of the professing Christians of the
world, we have around us three distinct bodies s
or classes of persons te ho considored.

1. We have those wbo adhere to and advo-
cate the enpremacy of the Bishop of Rome as
essential te Church Unity; they hold that our E
L>rd made St. Peter the prince of the Apostles,
and gave him net only presidency, bat author. c
ity alo over the othere, and throngh them à
over the whole Church of believeîz in Him;
that St. Pâter became Bishop of Rome and s
transmitted to hie successors through ail time
thé preeidency and the supremacy which ho
had exercised. And reoently bis adhérents c
have declared that ho is infallible whonever ho t
speake authoritatively and in bis oioial capa. a
city ; so that no one eau have any reasonable z
hope of final salvation who does net accept t
and follow bis doo.rees

r

2. Thon we bave what .are called ultra-Pro
testants. who hold that when our Lord spoke
of buildiog Ris Ohurch [Watt. xvi. 18] Ho did
net refer ta any visible organized body of those
that should believe in Him, but rather te an
invisible numbêr, known only te Himself; that
He caused Ris Gospel. te ho preached, and
finally te be committed to writing, leaving the
believers to organize themselves into Churches,
as many and as various in form and discipline
as they might think moet expedient sud con
ducive ta the welfare and final salvation of men
They do not regard " the Historia Bpisoopate"
or any other form of a ministry that has any
visible or tactual connection with the Apostles,
or the ministry our Lord ordained and sent te
preacb Hie Gospel, as at aIl necessary.

3. Thon in the third place we have a caiss of
Christians who claim te have " the Historie
Episcopate" with an actual and a tactual line
of descent from the Apostles. They hold that
the Church spoken ai by car Inrd [MaLt. xvi.
18; xviii. 17) sud eften referrod te in the Acte
sud Episties [Acta iii. 47; i Tim. iii. 15] was
a visible and organized body.

In fact, this view is inevitably implied, if
indeed it is net expresely stated in the Declara
tien of our Houe of Bishops [General Conven-
tion, 1886, p. 80]: We do hereby affirm that
the Christian Unity now se earnestly desired
. . . can be restored only by a return of ail
Christian Communions to the principles of
unity exemplified by the undivided Catholia
Church during the firat ages of its existence;
which principles we believe te b the sub
stantial deposit of Christian Faith and Order
committed by Christ and His Apostles te the
Church unto the end of the world, and there
fore incapable of compromise or surrender by
those who bave been ordained te boite stewards
and trustees for the common and eqaal benofit
ef ail mon,"

But Lhe views of the Holy Seriptures enter.
tained by them (which is the subject now more
especially before us) differ quite as much
among these bodies or classes of Christians we
have mamed, as they themselves do in regard
te the Church which car Lord founded. And t
in fact this diversity of views in regard te the 3
Scriptures is, if not fundamental, yet essontial 1
te the diversity of their views in regard te the
Church itself. t

The advocates of the Papal claims hold that 1
besides wbat is contained in the Holy Sorip. t
ures, there are traditions outaide of their teach-
ngs, and especially sncb as have received thu J
approval and sanction of the Pope, that are as
ssential and as necessary te salvation as the

things that are contained in the Sariptures t
hemselves. .

Thon the extreme Protestants hold on the s
other hand that the Bible Blene is the guide for
Christian behoever,-that each one le te take
t, study it, and interpret it for himself as best
ie eau, under the influence of prayer and the
guidanee of the Holy Ghost. ['hey scareely g
hold te any "Cburch authority" in the proper i
ense of the word, They do indeed hold te p
nd see the necessity of Churoh regalations,
uch as eaoh pastor or congregation may make t

wa a matter of expediency and as condacive te C
dification.

Thon finally we have those holding a some. I
what middle ground:-like that of the Protest- i
ant Episcopalians, who, as it will be remiera p
bered, propoed the four conditions of union, c
ne of which we are considering. They hold

and expressly declare (Art. VI) that " the v
Holy Scriptures contain ail thiags necessary te G
alvation." Bat they aiso hold that there are c
nany thinga spoken of or alluded te in the t
Holy Seriptures which are essential, in some e
one form or another, te any Church organiza a
ion te the preaching of the Gospel, and te the v
administration of the Sacramente, which are s

not expressly stated in the Soriptures. And p
hey hold that the safest and most proper
gnide te a right underatanding and observance. t]

of these things le that iay be called tradition;
that is, the records that have corne down to us
outside of the Soriptures,-such as notes of
usages, canons and opinions of early Fathers.

If we turn our attention te the Old Testa.
ment Seriptures we find that although, as it
now appearu, there may have been portions of
the earlier books In existence before the time
of Moses, yet that the books, from first te lat,
from Genesis te Malachi, with the possible
exception of the Book et Job, were written in
the Jewish Church, by membera of the Churcl,
snd after its organiation by Mose in the wil-
derness, and after the prieste and Levites had
been set spart net only for the administration
of the worship in the Tabernacle, but also te be
the instructors and guides of the people in
matters that pertain te their Faith and religion
as well as in regard te their daties as men and
octizens; and that ail hlise books, vith, as be-
fore said, the possible exception of Job, were
written for thoir instruction and guidance in
their responsible and ardaou daties as priests
and minioters.

If now we tarn our attention te the New
Testament, we find very mach the same result,
We find that our Lord declared, some time
belore Ho died, His intention to build Ris
Uhurch on the confession of His Divine Nature
which Sb. Peter had just made. He soon after,
as it appeavs from St, Mathew's record, gave te
His Aposies extensive power, not only of
logislation, but of discipline as well, subordinate
of course te any instruction He had given thenm
or might thereafter give ther [Matt xvi. and
xviii. 15-21]. Thon in Acta [i. 471 we find
the Charcli poken of as alreaciy existing and
established, se that " the Lord added te the
Church daily sncb as should be saved,"-or
were being saved.

The Apostles went forth and preached the
Gospel as they were commanded; and it was
iot until some twenty years at least after their
nission that any part of the Holy Soriptaros of
ho New Testament as we now have them
were written.
Or Lord, se far as we have any record of

he words He uttered never gave then any
cha'ge te write anything. They were te
reach and prociaim by word of mouth, the
Gospel, make disciples of the people among ail
ho nations or races of people on the earth,
bapt zig and thus bringing into the Church
hose that should blieve the Gospel as they
vere te preach and te teach it; and the
promise was, " Whosoever believeth and is
aptized shail b. saved."
But the earliest attempt te reduce the Gospel

o writing, that the Church of the believers
night have the benofit of reading it for them.
elves, did not coeur for some twenty years or
uore after the Gotpel had been preached, and
hurches-that je, local Uhurobes, as branches

ot the one Church which our Lord founded and
vhich St. Paul declares te b. the pillar and
round, stay or support, "of the truth" [ L Tim.
IL, 15]-had been established in neariy al
arts o the earth.
It ia commonly supposed that the very first

o be written of the books we now have in our
Canon, or collection of Holy Scriptures of the
New Testament, was the firat of St. Paul's
Epistles te the Thessalonians, about A. D 52,
meteen years after the Crucifixion. The Gos.
ela as we now have them were net written
until somewhat later. It is sometimes claimed,
ndeed, that St. Mstthew wrote, for the con-
erts from Jadaism who lived in Palestine, a
ospel in the Hebrew language, or what was

alled Hebrew at the time. But we have net
bat Uospel as bu wrote it, if ever ho wrote
ne; and what we have is of a Ister date, say
bout A. D. 60. And the other Gospels were
written later on, until perhaps that of St. John
ometime.in the lastdecade of the fireteontury,
erhaps A. D. 92.
I think we have satisfactory evidence that

bore was at a much earlier date than oven the


