nor!

Upholds the Doctrines and Rubrics of the Prayer Book.
. o “‘Grnce be with all them thnt love our Lord JYesns Christ in sincerity.”—Eph. vi. 24.
“Earncstly contend for the faith which wasx once delivered. unto the saints’~Jude 8.
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ECCLESIASTICAL NOTES.

Thg ARCHBISHOP OF CANTERBURY ON AURI-
curaR ConressroN.—Archbishop Benson, in
his p-imary charge recently delivered, speaks
tho following word on this subject, which both
from his official and theological position may
well be pondered :— -

“That system seems to have been the fruit
of the despair which marked the ninth century.
Amid the heathen ignorance and barbarie Linbits
of races Christianized by force, amid the tyran-
nous and often half criminal careers of tho
classes that wererudely civilizing them through
sorfdom and wilitary order, the recommendation
at Orleans by Theodulf, and the rapid adoption
of auricular confession by the clergy, when
public confession was no longor submitted to,
introduced a new kind of adultschool for barons,
soldiers and serfs. Even from the first it was
less difficult with women than with men ; but it
was strongly worked by strong wills and great
abilities, and it answered its purpose. But so

soon as the first age of modern civilization sue-{.

ceeded to that of ‘the middle ages, its retention
was only parallel 1o the retention of Latin in
the Church offices after the maturity of a great
family of languages. .Then. as. a system far
soviety ‘it -broke -down, It has bioken ‘the
Church with it -The masculine lay intellect
may be by various causes accidentally diverted
for a while from the generally necessary study
of Christian truth. That will come right with
discussion ; but as to the confessional—the
cultuve, philosophy,” the science, the family
union, the civil progress that Christendom has
brought forth, all alike exclaim :—

In nostros fabricata est machina muros.

_ “If the office of the Christian priest be
reully to help the building of society upon
lines Iaid down in human natave itself by tho
hand of Gon, cleared and supplied with labor
and with materials by the life and work of
Christ, the confessional is no building implement
for the architect of to~lay.”

Tne Nexr Courcn Congress.—It has been
definitely settled, with the full approval . of the
Bishop of Ripon, who has accepted the office of
President of the Church Congress for the
ensuing year, that the days of meeting at
Waleticld »hall bo October bth, 6th, '7th, and

An influential committee is now being
formed to carry.out the necessary details and
provide the needful -accommodation for the
large numliers expected to attend at the pro-
posed seat of the new bishopric. Already ten
gentlensen have promised 100% each towards
t{)c gnarantee fund for this twenty-sixth Church
Congress. -

. Toe Recent Distress.—Addressing a meot-
ing at Rochester, lately, Bishop Thorold said
the Church had been in a little trouble, but had
80t vt of it again as most people who Lnew
anything about the Church were convinced that
she would do. At the present time she had o
great deal to be thankful for to those who had

not been: showing themselvés as friendly to her
Of._lqte a8 they might have boen; either to her:
privilegesor hey endowments. ~ He believed

that many people who had determined that sho
should be destroyed ‘(and thero were many
people who where willing to lay hands on her
if she was not able to take care of herself),
would now be glad to take their hands away,

.and it would be some time before they laid them

on again.

Surrricep Croirs.—The following rensons
in favor of surpliced choirs are taken from the
anniversary address of the Rov. Dr. Coopoer,
Rector of the Church of the Redeomer, Long
Island :

No one who has the slightest care for decency
and reverence in-church worship, can for a
moment object tothe use of the surplice.

1st. It is appropriate, a8 boing the garmont
used in our Chureh in all places whers regular
Choirs have been maintained since the Refor.
mation.

2d. It is secmly, and givos an appearance of
order and clennliness to the Choir, !

3d. It is uniform, and theveby reminds them
of their equality in the ouse of God.

4th, It prevents vain or envious thoughtson
dress. ' '

Sth. It sorves to remind the singers of the
sacredness of their office.

Ltk It-shows thevcongrogntion: tliey - are

nesistants of the clergy, and not simply musical
performers,

A~ IntERESTING DISCOVERY.—SOmo vory
interesting remains of tho ancient Cathedral of
Waterford have rocontly been discovered under
the flooring of the present cathedral: the re-
mains of a pier, consisting mainly of red sand-
stone, just of such a sort as might have been
designed in tho period after 1210, and could not
very well be anterior to that date. In stylo it
is Barly English, but of a peculiar and fully
developed school—in some features almost ap-
proaching the richness of the Decorated. This
special form of the Early Gothic hud its origin
in Wales nnd Western England, the chief ex-
amples boing at Wells, Glastonbury, Llandaf,
St. David’s, and the Abbey of Strata Florida.
In Ireland there is a noble specimen in the nave
of Christ Church, Dublin, and also the peculiar
north transept doorway at Kilkenny. The nave
of Christ Church, Dublin, is supposed, by the
late Mr, G. E. Strect, to have been built during
the period 1213—1255, so the work at Water-
ford may be even a fow years older than thatat
Dablin. The resemblance between the exquistte-
ly-moulded bases now. exposed st ‘Waterford,
and thosa in the nave of Christ Church,-Dublin,
is most marked, and almost suggests: that the
same dosigning hand must have beon employed
on both buildings.

Porrticar EeFEcTs oF THE PEW-SYSTEM.—
The Bishop of Chester, in a lelter to the
Secretary of the Tiondon Free and Open Church
Association, ascribes the recent voting of the
agricultural Jabourers in many English counties
in favour of disestublishment candidates to the
operation of the pew system in the rural
churches. ¢I think,’ says his Lordship, ‘that
the result of the county poll ought to toach
lesson—a lesson I iried to press on our Confer-

ence—that . the agricultural labogrer resents,

and justly, his virtual degradation in the church
which is his own. Village churches are more
exclusive than most of our parisk town
churches ; the poor aro thruat inlo corners. So
wo have said and preached, but the dull weight
of invetorate sbuse always provails. It is a
groat distress to a bishop to feel himsolf so
utterly holpless in this vital matter.”

AN InterEsTING EvEnr.—Recently o very
interesting event took place at Cambridge. The
University conforred an honorary M.A. dogreo
on Arcbdeacon Johuson, of the Niger, a Church
Missionary Socioty negro clergyman of gront
ability and learning. Quite an ovation was
given him by tho undergraduates in the Senato
House, and it was somo time before their ring-
ing cheors subsided to allow tho Public Oratar
to commence his Latin specch. After the
ceremony the Archdeacon was recoived by the
Viea-Chancellor and many Follows of different
colleges at Cnius College. Ho dined at Corpus,
and aftorwards attended o service at St
Androw’s, where Mr. Whiting, of Ramsgite,
preached. e was tho guest of Canon Wosteott
during his stay at Cambridge.

MisstoN WoRK 1IN ExOLAND.—An interosting

Lond suceessful Mission has- ji:st been coneluded

in the town of Hanley, in the Staffordshire

Potteries. The Lichfield Church Mission has
been vigorously at work in this loculity sinco
the beginning of 1883, when the work was be-
gun by Mx, Colvile, the diocesun lay missioner,
under tho immediate direction of the Bishop.
More than two hundred of tho working classes,
chiofly rescued from open ovil living, wero con-
firmed at the end of that Mission, and the averuge
attendanco at Holy Communion rose from 25 to
120. The indefatigable encrgy of the viear (the
Rev. T. P. Ring) and his curates has carried on
and extonded the work from that time till now.
Tho early Communion is preceded by a prayer
meoting in tho Mission-hall at '7.15, preparatory
to thoe 8 a.m. celobration in the church. Many
of the pottersand others walk two or throo miles
to be prosent. The principle of the Church
Mission is to regard the Holy Communion as the
one necessary act of warship even for those who
have too little education or training to enable them
to take partin the Sunday mating or eversong;
and for those simpler services arc provided in
the Mission-hall. Nothing is more remarkable
than the chastencd carnestnoss and devotion
with which these humbler Christians, in all the
freshness of their quickened spiritual life, draw
near to tuke the holy sacrament to their comfort,
The recent Mission, which lasted for a fortnight,
was conducted by the Rev. J. Charles Cox, LL.D.
There were nightly processions of a large sur-
pliced choir, entirely composcd of members of
the Church Mission—with cross, banners, and
lanterns—halting for short sorvices and hearty
singing in the market-place of the busy-town,
and finally proceeding to the largo Mission-ball
formerly a Dissenting chapel, holding from
eight to nine hundred persons. The procession
was received thronghout with marked rospect,
and theopen-nir preaching Tistencd to with great
attention. The hall was crowded on the three
Sunday evenings and well filled on other days,

notwithstanding unfavourable weathor,



