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Sr. THOMAs, O r.-This is onie of iur vounger cities
whose growth lias been due to the rapidiity witi wIichi the
railway movernent lias covered the country with a net-work
of intercommunication. It lias derivei advanttages from a
variety of routes converging in it as a coiion centre.
The Southern first, then the Credit Valley, and lastly the
Loop Line, all helped to build up the place and add to its
p'estige. h'lie car-shops of St. Thomas are famous, and it
bas one of the hand-.omest stations in the Dominion. For
scenery, St. Thomas and its neighbourhood compare
favourably with any of our great centres of population and
industry. It is a question, howsever, ws-hether in the struggle
for subsistence scenery bas much to do with colonization.
A fine view but nothing to eat wvould not pay. In Canada
scenery andz oil and situation so often combine to make the
chosen home of thousands at once pleasant to the eve and
good for food that many of our productive hives of various
toil huzz and hurn in the midst of attractions ushiere old
Greek gods might bave dvelt. But not even saints had
anything to do with the making of St. Thomas. The name
is supererogatory. It uwas not a saint but a soldier-a St.
Martin, in lis wvay, perhaps-who left St. Thomas his
name. St. Thornas, indeed, is in the heart of the Talbot
country, as lic-tiuresu,Gte î Canada inforrns us, and as Mr.
Smith bas made knîowsn with elaboration of statistics. A
fine prospect which comprises much of the city is obtain-
able from Kettle Creek 3Bridge, itself not unwsorthy of
study. Vou can almost make out some of the more impor-
tant architectural features. But it is better to draw nearer.
There is the Collegiate Institute, for instance, which is said
to be one of the best institutions of its kind in Ontario, as
well as the inposing Gothic pile of Alma College. Reli-
gion thrives here as well as education. The Lhurch of
England people have their Trinity and other churches, and
the Presbyterians their Knox Church. Altogether there is
ample scope in St. Thomas both for the sigitseer and the
student of ouir progress, and we are sure our readers will
enjoy these glimpses of its beauty and of the thrift and
taste of its people.

KETTr E CRI-EK RAVINE.--llis engraving gives one of
the numerous very fine views to be had in the immediate
vicinity of St. Thomas. It shows a good stretch of back-
water, above the old Turvill Mills, looking north towards
the M.C.R. bridge. This view was very difficult to obtain,
the conditions 1etinig so exttutir g il zut ilr e disiict ant tnlt
ssere made before our photographers succeeded. 'Thie
stream quietly fimds its way until, at Point Stanley, eight
miles distant, it enters the lake between very high blufis.

Loo-P LINE BRIDGE. -This single-track iron bridge spans
Kettle Creek Gully to the north of St. Thomas, and on
the Glencoe branch of the old G.V. R., but now mîerged
into the G.T.R. system. This Loop Line vas originally
designed in 1874 to head-off the then unbuilt Canada
Southern, but failed, so that St. Thomas becarne the pos-
sessor of two lines, east and vest, vere only one hiad been
expected. It is now uitilized more particularly for the trans-
portation of through freiglht. The London and Point Stan-
ley road crosses just east of the bridge, and one station
serves for both roads.

ALMA COLLEGE, ST. 'IustIAs.--Althought young in
years, Alma has already acquired a reputatiun and a suc-
cess that are by no means local. Chartered by act of the
Ontario Legislature, it bas firoi the very first been con-
ducted under the broadest views possible, in proof of vhich
its Board of Management and Faculty of Itstruction have
been largely representative of all the evangelical Churches.
This growing institution, at present intended for the higher
education of women only, started out in 1881 ssith an at-
tendance of but 40 pupils, and prospered so rapidiv that
during the present year a news building, 30 x 4o, tive stories
in hîeight, bas been added, at a cost of $20,000, under the
name of "N McLachlin Hall," in honour of one of its most
active promoters. One of the secrets of Alua's almvost
phenomenal success, with a present attendance of almost
200, is that the institution is not run for a profit, but
furnishies a hiterary, scientific, musical, artitie, or comt-
mercial education at cost.

Si. JotN, N.B.-The recent extension of the Canadian
Pacific Railwvay from Montreal eastward to St. John, N.B.,
completes the span of that great route from occan to ocean.
It is the only line in Aierica swhich crosses the continent
on its own metals, and it opens a new gatews ay to the East
for our possessions, on the Atlantic seaboard. The length
of the railway from St. John to V ancouver, l.C., is a httle
over 3,500 miles, and the journey is made in seven days.
The commercial capital of New Brunswick, thus brought
proniinently before the public, bas of late added to its ter-
ritory by a union uwith the adjacent city of Portland, and
the population since the consolidation is about 4qooo.
This makes St. John the fourth city in size in Canada, the
larger ones being Montreal, Toronto and l2uebec. h'lie
harbour is the only one north of Baltimore which lias never
been frozen over, and this fact, together with the advantage
of being nearer to Europe thian most compceting ports, gives
ground for a strong clainm that it shalltbe made the winter
port of the Dominion. Three great railway systeis centre
i the city. These are the New Brunswick, which gives

connection with the leading points in the United States, as
well as with the River St. L awrence below (uebec, the
Intercolonial (Government road), which traverses Nova
Scotia andi New Brunswick, ending at ' )uebec, and the
C'anadian l'acific, which extends to liritish Columbia. Bythe last-naned, the former di>tance fron St. Join to Mont-
real. by way of i-bec, 752 miles. requiring 3i hours for
the ýour1 ney, is shortenied to 4Si miles, and the direct run is
made in frorn 15 to Shours. This vill have a very im-
portant elect on the trade of the two cities. It w ill be re-
menbered that nearly the entire business portion of St.
John was destroyed by fire in 1877, the area laid waste
being about 250 acres and the loss about £6,ooo,ooo stg.
'lie burit district has since been rebuilt with nost suîbstan-
tial structures, and the city is now as prosperous as at anytime in its history. 'I lie leading manufacture of the place
is luniber, of whiclh the exports last year were valued at
nearlyr 6oo,ooo stg. Shiipbuilding, which was formerly
caried on very extensively, lias declined of late years; but
its place is more than suppîhed by new and important in-
dustries, incliding the cotton factory, which enploys 500hands ; the car worksm, with 300 linds ; rolling mills,
foundries, and manufactories of various kinds. The union
of the cities and the connection vith the Canadian Pacifie
Railway vere considered events of sufficient importance to
jiistify a ten days' suimer carnival and electric exhibition,
which took place in July last, and included parades, aquatic
tournaments and oit-door displays of various kinds, views
of which appeared in this journal. Tlhe exhibition showed
all the uses to which electricity can ibe put as a motive,
mechanical and illuminating power, as vell as its applica-
tion to business, ulometic and scientific purposes. The
festivities, it may be recalled, attracted large nuibers of
visitors fron all parts of Canada and the United States.
The result is that St. John (the new St. John, which in-
cîudes Portland) is now a familiar spot to many persons
resident all over this continent. The celebration of last
sumnier marks, therefore, the beginning of a new era in its
history, and, it nay be confidently hoped, a fresh starting-
point in its prosperity. Its annals carry us back to the
early years of rornantic adventure when Acadie was deened
a grand field for the aspirations and enterprise of the gal-
lant sons of La Bele Fæn 'l. The pages of its varied
story take lustre from the exploits of Declonts, the rivalryof La Tour and (liarnisay, the border wars between New
France and New England, and the long struggle which
ended only when Great Britain became undispited mistress
of the land. Then for St. John another chapter began
which had "The Loyalists " for its heading. 'llie settlers
who found refuge there at the close of the Revolution
'were veritable l l'ilgrim Fathers."' Tlie fortitude and
fidelity that sustained then iin their battle for wiat they be-
hieved to be the right, stood theim in good stead in the early
years of the little town. After its incori-poration and the
organization of civic goveronient it throve apace, and its
progress, though occasionally interrupted by uinforeseen
lisaster, was, on the whole, steady till the terrible lire of
nearly thirteen years ago laid it in the ashes of <lesolation.
In spite of that giave drawback, it soon recovered its old
actvity and hopefulness, and when its litindredears of life
vere conipleted, could look with complacency on the status

to which it liad attained. Meanwhîile Portland lleights
had be< n grow ing fronm a suburban retreat into a thiriving cityof sonie î5,ooo souls. Why not unite ? This question
had been proposed years ago, but obstacles intervened or
sufficient ardour wvas lacking to bring the union to pass.
Still the intere't of the sister towns becane more antI more
closely interwoven, till at last the question wvas modified
into "l Quis se/trdabi /" Who vill keep them apart now?
They are one for ever. And besides their commercial and
industrial advantages, no fairer towsns ever joined thieir
fortunes together. hie scenery of St. John is not sur-
passed, perhaps, in Canada. Not long since we gave views
of Lily Lake and other scenes in its neiglibourhood. We
now present our readers w ith sorne of its more noted public
buildings, evidence of the th rift and taste of its people.

AIoT. Li-ANT is, tiiE AiEItrR .ttîou. -This is
one of the giaint guardians of Lake Memphrî-eiagog, and,
in some respects, one of the most intetesting of those
ancient sentinels. 'lie scenery, in which it is a prorninent
feature, is anong the no-t charming in North Anterica,
and lias attracted tourists and artists from all parts of the
continent. Our engraving is a companion picture to several
illustrations of the sanie lovely lake and its surroundings
which we published stnie months ago, with a graphic de-
seiption by Mrs. (laik Muiray.

THE ART CR is.-ilappy crities that are above criti-
cism. They are sure to be lionest at any rate, and, per-
haps, their judgnent nay be as sound and true as that of
older pretenders. elie artist's chil<iren, it nay be, for they
are evidently at home and have taken possession impreg-
nably. lEvery painter," says a great critic, " ouglht to
paint what lie iiiiself loves." If our conjecture be cor-
rect, Mr. Overman has inade his choice wisely, and it is
one which all, expeit and inexpert. can approve. As to
execution, it is not unsuccessful. Te boys are very real
boys, but not commonplace. There is character in each
little hgure and face antd plent)" of promise. It is not the
first tinte they have examined thnt portfolio. They have
thteir owvn ideas of art for ail wve know, anîd one of ils pur-
poe is surely to anmuise antd edify good little boys.

Wie wvould( w illingly lhavec others perfect, anti yet wve amîend
not our ouwn faoults.... A<I thus it appiearethi hiow sldiom uwe
weigh our neighîbour ini the sanme balanîce with oursehses.-
Thomas à e-mpis.

MADGE.

A CANnIxN IN o s.
Langwood field, with the long grass almost hidîitg

the great rocks strewn through it was the delight
of ail the children in the (taint old Canadian
village of J-arrtown, so calied because cvears befOre
a crusty old English officer. Col. Barr, disappointed
by want of appreciation in the War (i)ftice 4- across
the sea," had chosen to settle there. His mansionl
vas built on one of the points of land jutting out
into the river, and was one of the curiosities of the
place, composed as it was of almost round stones
or boulders. Col. Barr, after a troublous lifetifle,
trying to subdue Canadian forests into English
lawns and flower-gardens, and the rugged nature of
the people around him into civilization, died at
last, leaving his name to the surrounding hamlet Of
Barrtown. The field of which we speak lay to the
south and was shut iii from the village street by a
high fence. Here the children of the neighbour-
hood held high carnival, playing " duck on the rock"
and other games. In one corner of the field was a
little low house w'here joe Langwood took
daguerreotypes and tin-types (photographs w'ere
then unknown), and many wondering childish
eyes often watched his efforts to make a gracefulî
picture of some of the country lads and lasses,
whose favourite attitude was standing side by side
and hand in hand Joe knew how to please theim.
by touching up with gilt the watch chain or finger
ring, or the places where they ought to be ; and
the delight of some of the raftsmen who often
passed through the village on their way tO the

shanties," was to have little dots of gold painted
on their pictures to represent ear-rings.

The room or "gallery," as it was called, had an
effect on the imagination quite as intense as the
cycloramas now so prevalent in our large cities.
All arouind the four walls was a painting on canvas,
representing scenes in country life, the farm-hoise,
with rows of trees bordering the avenue leading
downt to the gate, which opened on to the niattroad, the school-house with children locking 10'
more trees, and a wonderful cascade falling front
nowhere in particular and escaping under the poor,
as the children thought.

Joe was a character. Nothuig in the world
plcased him better than an argument, no matter
what the subject-"' the prospect of an Atlaltic
cable," etc.-and his "profession" often suffered
while he was across the street at the corner village
store settling some affair of the nation. His wife
was a dear old soul. Sometimes worried beyOnd
all measure with er husband's " shiftlessness " and
the trials of making both ends meet in feeding and
clothing ber large family ; but mostly rising abOvC
ber troubles, singing in a quavering voice or recit
ing poetry as she went about er work, or sat in
the corner of the living-room at her favourite occ
pation-patchiig. I can see her vet, seated in ier
low rocking chair, with the sun streanl1g j
through the many-paned window, touching up the
silvery- hair, slightly disarranged by the glasCse
pushcd up on her forehead, wvhen a patch becaie
more troublesome than usual, or, what did t
often happen, a friend dropped in.

Onte summer day she was sitting all alone.at
work when she heard the sound of low sobbin·g
I istening intently, and finding that it cane fronlt

the direction of the field, er motherly heart made
ber feet hasten, fearing that some of her brood
were in trouble. Up the slight incline, throtug
the long grass, guided by the sound, she
tintil she came to a large rock. Hidden behind it
she found a girl about twelve years of age, with
swollen features and eyes red w'ith crying. tIn the little old stone church to vhich she Ne
on Stundays the minister (one of the old schoo j
wo seemed to think his doctrine more enforce
the more he stamped and banged) had said so50 e
thing one day about the "1 shadow of a grt roc
mt a wearv land " To-day it wvas a " rweary nd
to Madge Scarth, tbe wvildest girl in the v'illage
anid shte bad come to ber favoturite hiding-place ato
sob out ber trouîbles. In a rage, an old Irishml

had told her that "sbe looked just like an JitjUfl
Made' ieaofnias asompte by' those

Nwhomi shte had seent going aotfrom door to or
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