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THE CHRISTIAN MIRROR.

AN

CORRESPONDEN CE.
THE JEWS.

To Tuk Evitor o TiE CnrisTiaN Mirnor.

Desr Sin,—I have to apologise for the length of
my last communication, and shall now endeavour to
avoid being guilty of a similar offence.

In this letter 1 shall confine myself to noticing the
“ fuilure of strength™ in the argumenis of your ¢s-
teemed correspoudeat. ’

At the winding up of his letter No. 2, we have the
following figure : * YWhen we sce in the ficld of a set-
tler a quantity of building materials, most earclully
prescrved (or a long time, we conclude that the pro-
prictor intends, at u fitting season, to muke some de-
sirable addition to his premises ; so we devoutly con-
clude, in view of a pcople thus providentially pre-
served, and for so many gencratious, that they/are di-
vinely intended, in some happy and approaching day,
to form u uscful and oreamental addition to ¢ God’s
building,’ the Church, AND HENCE, a$ A NATION,
TO BE CONVERTED TO THE -FAITH 0¥ CHnist.”

This is a fuir specimen of the mode of argumenta-
tion used by ¢ A Belicver,” in attempting to prove
lis position. Such argumentsure plausible, but are
also singularly defective. in' order to make this ap-
pear, permit me to pliace the matter in its frue light,

When we see in the field cf a scttler 0 quantity of

old building materials, which were used in the eree-
tion of his fifst houss,—these matcrials, instead of
heing ““ most carcfully prescrved,’”.are biccome heaps-
of rubbish, seattered over the whole farm : the tim-
bers are worm-eaten and rotten, the stones are de-
faced and covered with moss,—e conclude that these
materials ave rejected 3 und although here and there a
few solitary stoncs may be found which will fit into
the grand and stalely cdifice he is now erccting, yet,
asa whole, the old malerials will never agein be
used. The application is casy, and just the .reverse
cf the conclusion arrived at by your correspondent,
viz2: as a nation the Jews will [NoT] be converted
to the (aith of Christ. That the above is not an ex-
agerated description of the moral condition of the
Jews, will appear from the following testimouy, which
1 take from several I have by me: .

‘“ Many of the postinaeters along the rond were
Jews ; and I am.compelled to sey, that they were al-
ways the greatest scoundrels we had to deal with;
and this is plocing them on very hizh ground, for their
inferlors in rascality . would be accounted musters in
uny other country ; no men can bear & worse charac-
ter than the Russian Jews, and I can truly say that 1
found them all they were represcuted to be.>— Ste-
vens’ Incidents of Travel.

The .wickedoess of this people, generally, makes
Shakspeare’s Shylvck und Dickens® Fugin perfeetly
ustural characters.

1 oncc heard it stated in.the. pulpit, by one who
believed in their futurc conversion, that the modern
Jews are nearly all infidels, and that before they. are
converied 1o Christignity they must first be converted
to Judaism. So much for ““ the materials being most
carefully preserved.”

Let us now look at Letler IIT.

This letter is casily dismissed, notwithstanding the:
triumphant tone assumed by the worthy herg, in his
official account of his imaginary victory—an account
that puts one¢ in mind.of Dryden’s Wardior, when

¢ Thrice he routed al! his foes,
And.thrice he slew the shain.”?

1fear this innocent pleasantry will appear out of
place when we come to examine the first proposition
of his firat syllogism. It rcads thus: “ Auy cvent
which is the subject of Divine prophecy, should cor-
tainly be regarded-as a divinely providential event.”
From the tone and spirit in which your esteemed cor-
respondent writes, I have conceived too high an opi-
nion of him not to think, that, upon reconsidering
this part of his argument, -he will confess that it was
hastily written. It is fraught with sedous conse-
quences—and I hesitate not to pronounce.it ¢ bad
theology.” It savours strongly of that shool avhich
makes human eonduct, whether good or bad, the con-
sequence of the Divine prescience. It is for me only

o deny the premises, and for your correspondent Lo
'provc them ; until he does so, his inference falls to
‘he ground. T may, however state, that the view
siven us of Divine Providence is to me " quite new.
t had always supposed that a good-and gracious Pro-
vidence was never, in any case, employed in gcnsing
:nen to sin—as it must have been, it ¢ A Believer”
e right. For instance: it is predicied that Jsracl
will leave the God of his futhers, and go a whoring
“fter other gods ; therefore, according to your corres-
oondent, his apostacy is a ““divincly providential
event.” I need say no more, and shall dismiss this
part of the subject by referring A Believer’ to your]
lcading article in the last numder of the Mirror,—
where you lhave, I think, in a few words, given us a
seriptural view of Divine Providence,

convétedy, then, and not till then, they cesse to be «-
sepatate peaple: for *“in Christ there ia neither Jow
nor Greek.?* Could it be proved to my satisfaction
thaf there is a period approaching, between now and
the end of time, in which the people in question shal}
lose their identity and” their 'diitincd_venea‘s"—‘a time
coming when a Jew shall be sought for and canniot be
found—then 1 should at once admit, that there is
strong, very strong presumplive evidence, that the
time is approaching when the Jews, as a nation, wil
be converted to the faith of the Gospel. That proof,
however, has not yet béen furnished.

T arh déar Sir, yours, &c.,:

August 18, 1843."

THE FAMILY CIRCLE

J. g,

. We have next a long quotation from Dioctor New-
ton, comnprising one and a half columns—~in the whole
of which [ find but one single verse from the inspired
\Vord : it is very conspicuous, being printed ia ita-
lics, and rcads thus,—* Fcar thece not, O Jacod my
servant, saith the Lord, for I am*with thee ; for T will
make a full ¢nd of all the nations whither [ have driven
thee, bat T ivill not make a full end of thee.”® Jer.
xlvi. 28;  This prediction was utiered nincteen years
prior to the Babylenish 2aptivity, and there is scurce-
Iy & doubt that it has reference to that cvent; thus
understood, it has been literally fulfilled ;-—indecd it
cannot be understood otherwise, for your corresponds
ent informs us, that an age will come iss which all na-
tions shall-zevve -the Lord Jesus Christ-—which they
‘cannol do'ifithereis Lo be o full end made of them.
This shows that a learncd Doctor, even a 1 ord Bi-
shop, may not be infallible. .

Your respected eorrcspondent, when he brings his
¢ Jewish-notions” to the test of Seripture, will, ] am
sure, begin to doubt whether the national conversiog|
of this wicked people be really a subject of propheey.
Indeed it scems to me;.that already his cyes begin to
be opened, if 1 may judge from the conclusion of Let-
ter 3 : ¢ The providential preservation of the Jewish
nation,” he says, it to continue Ull the end of
time.”” * For proof; he refers to Jer, xxxi. 35-37, but
omits the words. Now this passage proves precisely
the reverse of that which. is-asserted by your ‘eorres-
pondent 3 let me.give the: pussage : “ If these ordi-
nances depart from before me, saith the Lord, then
the seed of Fsracl also shall cease from being @ nation/
before me for ever. Thus saith the Lord, if heaven
above can be measured, and the foundation,of the earth
searched out beneath, 1 will also cast off al) the seed
‘of Isracl for all that -théy have done, saith the Lord.”
In the 361k verse it ig predicted that Israel shall cense
from being u nalion ForR EVER 3** in the 37th verse,
it is declarcd that ¢ God will not cast off ALL the
sced of [sracl?” Thus, while they ceasc to be * a na«
tion,”” us they have done in the strict sense of that
termn,® yel, God will not cast off all the seed of Is-
rael, or, as St. Paul-expresses it, ‘o remnant shall
be saved.” * ‘These verses are really remarkable, and
I think it will be difficult for ¢ A Believer®? to foree
on them o different meaning. Hear also what the
Lord said by Balaam, * For from the top of the rocks
Tsec him, and from the hill 1 behold him : 1o the peo-
ple shall dwell alone, and shall not be reckoned among
the nations.” Therefore, though all nations may be
converted, (which, by the way, I very much question}y
yet the Jews will not-be included. 1 said 1 question
whether all the pations will' be canverted, especially
in the popular sense, that is, cvery individual : ‘¢ For
the pution and kingdom that will fot.sorve thee ahall
porish, yea that nation shall be utierly wasted.” 1f
any nation perishes and is utterly wasted, 1 think the
conversion of such.a nation is,.to sy tho least of it,
doubtful.

Admit, or the scke of argument, that the Jews will

it prove?  \Why, that they will never be christiznized
to the end of time: for 1 maintain, fearless of suc-
cessful contradiction, that as soon as the Jews are

. ‘They have been no nation since, (the Bnb'ylonish
cuptivity) ; they are o nation now ; and it is only in
the latter days that they can expect.to be a nation,

be a seporate people Lo the end of iime, and what dees] -

THE INFANT IN HEAVEN.
BY DR CHALMERS,

This affords, we think, something more than a
dubious glimpse into the question that is often
ut by a distracted mother when her babe is
taken away from her—when all the converse it
ever had with the worl2, amounted to the gaze
upon it of a few months, or a few opening smiles”
which marked the dawn of felt enjoyment; and
ere it reached perhaps the lisp of infarcy, it, all
unconscious of death, had to wrestle through a
period of sickness with its power, and at length
to he overcome by it. GOh! it little knew what
an interest it had created in that home where it
was g0 passing a visitant—nor when carried to
its early grave, what a tile of emotion it would
raise among the few acquaintances it left behind
it! On it, too, baptism was impressed as a seal,
and as a sign it was never falsified. There was
no positive unbelief in its bosom—no resistance
yet put forth to the truth—no love at all for the
darkness rather than the light—nor had it yet
fallen into that great condemnation which will
attach itself to all that perish because of unbe-
lief, that their deeds are cvil, Il is interesting to
know that:God institated circumcision for the
infant ‘children of Jews, and at least suffered
baptism for-the infant children ot those who
rofess- Chiistianity.  Should the child die in
infaucy, the use of baplism as a sign has never
been thwarted by it; and may we not be per-
mitted to indulge a hope so pleasing, as that the
use of baptism as a scal remains in all ils entire-
ness—that He who sanctified the aflixing of it to
a babe, will fulfil upon it the whole expression
of this ordinance? And when we couple with
this-the known disposition of our great Forerun-
ner—the love that he manifested to children or
earth—how he suffered thein o approach his
person—and lavishing endearment and kind-
ness upon them in the strects of Jerusalem, tnld
his disciﬁles that the prescnce and company of
such as these in-heaven formed one ingredient of
the joy that was set before him—tell us if Chris-
tianity does not throw apleasing radiance around
aw infant’s tomb?  And should any parent who
hears us, feel softened by the touching remem-
brance of a light that twinkled a few short
months under his roof, and at the end of its little
period expired, we cannot think that we venture
too-far, when twe say that he has only to perse-
vere in the faith and in the following of the gos-
el, and that very light will azain shine upon
im in heaven. The blossom which withereit
here upon its stalk, has been transplanted theie
10 a place of endurance ; and there it will then
gladden that eye which now weeps out the agany
of ‘an affection that has been sorely wounded;
and in the name of Him who if on earth would!
have wept albng with them, do we bid all be-
lievers to sorrow-not, even as others which ha've
no hope, but to take comiort in the thought ot
that country where there is no sorrow and nc
separation. .
Oh, when a mother meets on high,
The babe she lost in infancy,.
‘Hath she not then, for paina and fears—
The day of wo, the watchful night— -
For all her sorrow, all her tears—
Ar over-payment of delight 1

DULL CHILDREN. -

WE are not to suppose that those who are at firs:
exceedingly dull, will uever make a great pro-
ficiency in learning. The examples are numcrous
of persons who were unpromising in childhood,

and that must be a Christian nation.—~De. CLARKE.

but who were distinguished in mankood for ‘their--



