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A TRACT FOR HARD TIMES.

€MAN WANTS BUT LITTLE HERE BELOW.”
Tuere was an cxcellent Christian lady, a
friend of my uncle’s, at whose house I have
eften visited.  Whon she was living in the
first stile of alluznee and eleganes, (astyle to
which she had baon all har life accustomed,
and which, sh2 very naturally thought, she
could not do without,) I recollect her being
greatly disquieteld at the loss of a favourite
prrsonal attendant, who married away.  She
could not findl a now servant so expert andd
conforinable to her tastes and habits as the
old one had baan j anl she thought it was
impa ssihiz to live with clumsy, awlwaed peo-
ple about her. She could not endure herszIl
1 ths comatey hayond a czrtain day in Octo-
bar, nor in Loadoa beyoad o cxctain day in
Mu., Tho leass of the town-houss expired;
and shewas absolutely distressed at the im-
possihility of finling aaothsr in which she
could Hivs.  Ali she lookad at, she pronoun-
o2 totally inslimble ¢ thers wasnot a room
fit (or o liveary, & drawing-room, or a bost
bal-chamb o, i the apastimants were saf-
fisizaily capacious andelegant to mzet her
tasts, there was a doficiency of somez other
convenimes whieh she could not possibly live
without; anlitwould at thattims have seem-
el to hior ks the sentsnee of death, tosinti-
mats 1o her that she must dispease with her
earsiag?, or her conservatory § or put up with
pleasurs groitrls less extensive, or a retinue
of servants loss nuinerous than she had been
accustomed to.

¢ Mes. WL, said an eminent minister who
visitad the family, and who was also on terms
of intimacy with my uncle—*Mys, W.is a
pious woman, but far teo dependent on cir-
cumstances.  That must have been a strange-
Iy erroncous education that could subject a
woman of her native capabilities and dignity
of mind, to the dominion of guch trifles as
eught to have an asceadancy only over tlie
vain and silly.  Our fricad is not conscious of)
‘having har heart sct upon money ; she is too
libsral in the distribution of her property for
such 2 suspicion once to onter her mind ; but
it istoo evidznt that her heart is set on thein-
dulgzncas which money procures.

« Bven hor charities, in which her kind
heart dolights, are ameng the number,  They
have never cost her the exercise of self-denial.
But should a reverse in  circumstances put it
eut of hor power to give at pleasure, I reaily
think she would go demented.”

« Perhaps,” replicd my unele, “it might
prove the vary occasion of rousing her ener-
gies correcting her foibles, and elevaling her
affsctions.  Suach a reverse is not in her case
very probable; at feast, I trust her character
taay be improved without requiring the exer-
.sise of any discipline so severe.”

The reverse, however improbable, was
oxperienced. Years afterwards, I had the
privilege of mesting my uncle and the minis-
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ter referred to in the liouse of the same lady.
It was not the same house, neither the splen-
did residence in square, nor the elegant
mansion in Brookdale, swrrounded with de-
lightful gardens, verdant lawns, and extensive
pleasure grounds.

It was at a small house in a country town.
The dweliing ~onsisted of one parlour, about
fourteen fuot square 3 asother much smalise |
a kitchen, and three bed-chambers, with, 1
baieve, an attie.  The furniture was neat,
but simple 5 there were a few, a vory fow
cherished relies of by-gone grandeur; and
there was a bookeasz with a feww chinice
volumes of divinity, the remainsof a lilirary
which, vears before, a voom of thirty fvct long
was inadequate W contain; and instead of a
train of dowmesties ol every name and  degree,
there wore Lwo fuinalo servants; ong, whose
business it was to perferm zil the various du-
ties of housshold =ervice; the other, a girl,
who having been 1 intancy left a destitute
orpaan, Mrs. W, in the days of her prosper-
ity, hall compassionated and provided for,
and who now requited haor benetactress by
rendzring her voluntary sorvices a$ personal
attendant and needle-woman.  And there sat!
the fine old gantlewoman, her aspeet as digni-
ficd and majestic as ever; but her locks were
now silvered with age, and her cheek wore
an expression of placidity and wmellowness
unknown before. A few antique ernaments,
and infaid writing-table and work-box, and a
richly bound Bible, were recognized as having
{ormed part of the boudoir at Brookdale ; and a
beautiful Italian grayhound which still erouch-
ed at the feet of his mistress, Iwell remem-
bered to have caressed when a puppy.  Fhere
was somcthing touching in reflecting on the!
vicissitudes of human life 5 and T observed on
the countenances both of my unele and the!
minister, an expressicn of respect and sympa-
thy.
chicerflul conversation of hier whose circum-
stances had excited it. T do not know that
I ever listened to a more interesting and in-
structive conversation than that between the
venerable lady and her two old friends. It
seemed, indced, to be on all sides the utter-
ance of the heart, mellowed and purificd by |
deep-toned picty. Some hours clapeed with-
out the slightest allusion to any charge of cir-
cumsiantes, and I believe, almaost awithouta
thought passing the mind of éither party, whe-
ther their meeting was in_one of the rplendid
saloonsin —— Square, ot Brookdale; vor in the
humble parlour at — The appearance of
the servant to lay the dinner-cloth, -and the
necessity of displacing the company to make
room for lifling out the table, led to a brief
apology for the small size of the room, and the
inconvenience of being obliged to employ the
same apartment as dining parlour and draw-
ing room. My mind reverted for o moment
to the expression she had formerly uttered, «T
could notlive without it but there was no
sach expression now. It seemed as if she
reproached herself for having even alluded 1o
so trifling a grievance, or deemed it worth
one paseing sigh ; and immediately in atone j

ol cheeriui gratitude, she spoke of the numer-
ous mereses and comforts with which she was
surrounded, and invited us to walk in her de-
lightful little garden. It was of a size corres.
ponding with that of the house, scarcely a plot
in comparison with these which its proprictor
oace owned; yet she showed us the few
choice Sowers, and two or three (ruit drees,
and pointed to a delightful view from  a litde
grassy mownt; and ail with an aiv of satizfae-
tion aad cujoyment, far more entire than ¢he
had dizeovered when surrounded by more
han heart could wish, There wasa myrte
which at first sight appeared dead, but on o
closer inspection was lound 1o be putting forth
new shoots. ¢ T am pleased at this,” gaid
the old lady 5+ [yeally thought the winter hadl
entively killed my myrtle, which I valued as
a memorial of departed friendship, It is an
indulgence. I litle expected to see it revive
Lut thus it has been with many of those nii-
nor mercies, with which our gracious heaven-
Iy Parent so liberally indulees his children.,
Having been lonsg habituated to the indulgence,
we imagine it essential o ovr well heirg, and
forgetthe band by which it is hestowed, Then
it is removed, or threatened, to teach us gud-
mizsion and deperdence 5 and  when the
¢ soul is even as a weaned childy it is some-
times most unexpectedly restered. O, sir
said she, addressing herself o the minister,
 God has hecn very gracious in the dispen-
sations of his Providence to me, enabling me
to enjoy what e hestows and continues, and
teaching me that T can do without what he
sees fitto withhold.”
“Yes, my dear friend, God has dealt very
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ieraciously with you, in still permitting vou o

he surrounded with all that is needful for
your temporal comfort and cnjoyment ; and
incomparably more «ill, in sanclifying the
digpensations of his Providence to you, and

But it was scon digpelled by the casy teaching you that lesser of bigh Christion at-

tainment, ‘inawhatsoever state youare, there-

with to he -contents? and crabling you to ex-

periénce that you can do all things, or resipn

all things, through Christ which strepgtheneth
b4 .

you. : .

“Wewiere summoncd to dinmer.’ “The re-
et was gimple, but admirably ferved™ Iy
necded fio. apology, and Mre. W, had tce
much good sense and taste to offer any, though
it is probable-her mind, -as well as the minds
of her guests, for 2 momiert reveried to the
elegance of her table in by-goue daye, Butif
it were 80, I can venture 1o say that, i point
of real enjoyment, ro onc of the parly was
disposed to raise n comparison unfavorzhle
to the entertainment of ene dish and one stten.-
dant.

We were to sleep at Mrs. T, the gentle-
men having made a day on their way, return-
ing from London, forthe purrpose of visiting
their old fricnd.  Next morning we were to
procced to my uncle’s. In the afterraon,
a wa'l was proposed, to visit seme Roman
anticities.  Before we started, our venerable
hostess, witha very slight degree of embar-
rassment, epologized for having only two rpare
bedrooms at command, and thoee of verv




