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JILTED!

HER VERSION.

“Whois Ned?  Why I thought that you knew
We were onee engaged fora year!
(h. but that was before T knew you-—
That was ages ago, my dear.
“Qver cordind I Now, hubby, for shame!
Such nousense! . Yes, that was his wite—
Detnure little thing—and so tame—
Men do make such blunders in lite,
Ned was such a sooid-hearted fellow—
© Devated ! of course bo was then!
Oh, voi Beed not frown and tur yellaw,
could hisve had » dozen men.
Oue thing [ will say, however,
He's unhappy, thut Tean sees
Paor fellow ! he probably dever
Quite conguerad his passion for me.
T Y ves, bat praast as a lord—
vaueawe  Well, von know the rest—
Prear, vou said vou weuli ke tae abnaid
Yes! of course. §joved vou the best !

Eis VERSIOX,

Nedo who is tht averdressed lady
Yo greered so warnly to-day ?
What t "re Keeping so shady?
Wt ¢ o von anyway
* That bndy Y—the wife of 8 banker
{Thaueht her tailet resmarkabiy finel.
By the way, you ought wo thank her.
She was apes an old dame of wine,
T offered ey coneratulation.”
Naothing more—1u tell vou the truth,
Cur a@rir= mere iulutoarion
{u the Jdayvsof my callow vourh.”
U Was she fand o e 7 Welll she suid <o,
Cind Dlove ker ™ We spoonend Tor o year,
“Whystidn'tswewarny ¥ Why you knew
1t vou, toved you, my dear.,

f eeurse, we all Reew that he boughs her—
o Yeath and beauty exebsnged for pelf?!
Whar 7 “1{von weren't a rich wmans duaghter?”

Madeart 1loved voa for yours

THE TRUTH ABQUT Y,

T Twas the old, ol
Twa young

Thelr twin aspirati
Twu youtg lives fur ever undone,

You think =o¥  You're sadly wistaken!
They each had a~soumething to sell

f the other forsaken,

At bethoyes they both © Married el

Ty repeated @
S thay olice beat as une:
s Jefeated @

THE COLONEL.

1 met the Colonel one fine autumn evening
mid-way across 81, George's Channel. We were
on board the *Adriatic,” one of the marine
hotels which form the White Star Fleet, and
were steaming swiftly but quistly towards
(ueenstown. The multitade of passengers had
been shaksn down into their respective berths,
and bad had their places at the dinner-table
appointed for them by the purser, a big burly
good-natured fellow, who in an earlier develop-
ment of being had been a Newfoundland dog.
Diuver was over, and the men bhad come on
deck, iNuminating the still darkness with the
ruddy points of fragrant cigars. Mapy of the
ladies had returncd to their berths whilst vet
ail was safe.  Uthers had come ou deck muifled
vp in shawls, for there was a cool breeze on the
face of the water. Theie was no moon, nor any
light save that of the stars. It was pagsing
strange, in these first hecurs of an Atlantie
voyage, to frel yvour way swiftly throngh the
derkness. Here and then lights from passing
vessels shone like stars, and with the lamps
Lurning in the saloon there was just suflicient
light to grope aboat the deck withont stumbling
np against the muilied fipnres in shawls.,

At dinuer the engrossing sotject of conversa-
tion had leen *one of the richest men in the
warid’ whe, we learned with a thrill of satis-
facticn, was en beard this very steamer. It
vas distinetly and emphatically asserted that
he was ‘worth & potcnd 2 minute.’” I don't
knew who st put forth this assertion, or, in-
deedd, who made the statement in general terms

that we hud on board with us ‘the richest man
in the world.” That was the formula before
dessert was put on the table. With the soup
our fellow-passenger had been * 6iz o5 the richest
men in the world.” Now he had reacbed the
highest rank, aud was inapproachable by any
single member of the Rmi'nchiid family. He
was * fhe richest man in the world.’

I think it was in course of dinner that the
yrecise estimate which fixed his jucome at one
pound 8 minute was reached. It was very diffi-
cult to trace the original authority, though,
when the investigation had been carried back
through a dozen people, the Purser was conii-
dently named. The i’urser had mentioned it
when allotting seats at the table, evidently
dropping the remark with intent to imply that
this was the table at which one of the richest
men in the world was to sit,

On comparing notes in the smoke-room, it
was discovered that various persons, seated at
divers tables, had had thbeir complaint of un-
desirable situation softened by this remark. As
it was clear that, how rich soever 2 man might
be, he cculd sit ouly at one table ata time,
some doubt #8 10 the Purser's buna fides began
to circulate. The richest man in the world
inight after all be a myth, part of the stock-in-

~ trade of the excepticnally wellequipped White

Ster Line. - Perbaps there was one of the richest

men in the world for every ship, and passengers
" just mow sailing out of Sandy Hook, and dis-

liking the position assigned 1o them at the din-
‘ner isble, might be deluded by this whisper
that they would have for companion * the rich-
* est man in the world ~— income a pound a mi-

nute.) < - ' S

Only think of it! . Fifteen pounds richer
whilst - you “are ‘ewallowing -your soup; ten
pounds whilst plates are changed ; another fif.

teen pounds whilst you eat the cod fish ; u five
prind note whilst you are looking for au oyster
1 the sauce ; and, to sum up, at least ninety
pounds richer whilst youn have been idling over
your dinner, and have even incurred certain
respousibilitiesin the matter of wine.-

A feeling of gloom fell upon the suoke.room
at this discovery of reckless statement on the
part of the Purser. A sentiment of general
distrust was generated, and on the whale the
place got so uncomfortable that 1 left it, and
went out ou deck.

Watching the ghestly tigures moving to and
fro in the twilight of the upper deck, | noticed
one that wounld have stiracted attention wher.
ever met. The stranger was over six feet in
height.  He was deessed in black clothes, save
for an enormous white felt hat which covered
bis hesd, 1 coudd not then see his face, but as
I had many cpportunities of levking into it
subseguently, 1 way say here that it was singu.
larly handsowe. HNis eyes were dark brown,
leoking from beneath arched evebrows with
grave, sad, questioning geze. His complexion
was olive-linted, nose aquiline, cheeks slightly
sunken. Perhaps his face was something of the
Spanish east, and in his deliberate movements,
and slow grave courtesy, there was much else to
call to mind the Spanish srandee.

After walking up and down two or three
times, he sat dawn by me ou the bench, anid
made same remark on the fneness of the night.
Thers was nothing startling in the observation,
but thiere was sometbing notabie in the manner
in which it was uttered. The stranger spoke
in a decidel American accent, doling our his
words as if he were litemlly Wx'ri;lzhing them, or
were in search of a contrabaud menvsyllable
which he had reason to believe was somewhere
near the tip of his tongue with desige to escape.
This custemary prelude led toa conversation
into which the stranger threw the charm of
high-bred courtesy, quaint expression, and a
quite unusual wealth of original thought. He
was evidently a man of birth and culture, but
what was most remarkable was the curious and
upadulterated poetry of his speech. He illus-
trated every idea with the imagery of common
things. 1iyou counld imagine a little child sud-
denly brought to man's estate, haviag been to
college, read everything, seem everything, and
yet preserved the freshness of the child-mind,
1ts wonderful delight in natare, and its uncou-
ventional view of all things, you might get some
idea of the kind of man the stranger was.

The ice broken, he talked with a franknpess
and s friendliness that koew no bounds. e
was evidently a surpasingly keen observer.
Nothing passed withia range of those idark,
grave eyes that was not instantly detected —
seen right through, as Mr, Scrooge saw through
Mariey's ghost, recognising the brass button at
the back of its coat.  As we sat at dinner ea:-
ing and drinking, and calculating the growing
incomme of the richest man in the world, this
tall, grave stranger, speaking to no one, and
none presuming to speak to him, had been
studying the company, as he informed me he
alaays did. His memory was as retentive as
his eyes were keen. He told wme more than
ever I knew about some people sitting at the
table where ! dined, aud with whose pecoliar-
ities [ had previously theught myselfl pretty
well acquainted, '

Inever heard a man talk like this oue, more
particularly when his interlocutor was 2 stran-
ger whose face could not be seen in this solermn
twilight. Yet he frankly diseussad. people,
Jaying bare all their weaknesses and prejudices
as if he were operating upon dead bodies,
Moreaver, there was an indescribable contrast
between his uuconventional speech and the
evident restraint of his manuer. 1t did not
seem mnatural to him to speak thus slowly,
weighing his monosyltlables and paying out the
poelysvilables bit by tit, as if he were by no
means sute of them.

“ Qnce, when he warmed a little with his sub-
jeet — he was descriting the effect of dolphins
gambolling in the phosphorescent sea -~ 1 was
otartled to hear interpolated a horrible oath,
There was no particnlar call for the expletive.
It was not needed as an emphasis, but was just
dropped in as, during his more slow enuncia-
tions, he had used an ordinary adjective. The
oath having slipped-out, the stranger stapped,
and, bowing his head with grave courtesy, wid,
¢ Er-cuse ; kotation,’ and then went on de-
seribing the sultry night, the still zea, and the
rainbow flash of the dolphins, in words as
simple as are found in the Old Testament, aud
with scarcely lesa graphic force. He had pot
got far when out came another oath of the low-
est and vulgarest kind, used, as in the. former
cas¢, not with any intention to emphasize, but
as if it were an ordinary and acceptable part of
speech.  Apain stopping and bowing his head,
the stranger said as belore, with drawling de-
livery of ;the syllables, * Er-cune; kotation,’
and continued in the same level grave voice.
As [ar as 1 could see in the dim light, there was
not the quiver ‘of a smile on hiy countennnce,
There certainly was no laaghter in his voice,
He was thinking of nothing but the scene he
had witnessed, and was glad to find some one
who had not seen it to whom he might tell how
heautifal a thing it was. .

Presently the ¢ kotations® became more mi..
werous, flashing. into ‘the conversation as the
dolphivg’ fins liad burst above the sultry sum-
mer. aea, though with quite a different effect.
There was a " considerable variety of cath; but
no variauce.in the manner of their introduc-
tion, or of solemn formal apology which inter-

rupted- the narrutive, Presently - the stranger,

rose, and, raising his hat with stnt9l)‘ vourtesy,
bade my good night and went to his berth.

It was now eleven o'clock, and the lamps
were put ont in the saloon. The passengers
had all turned in, thankful to have got thus far
on their journay iu comfort. Tho deck was
silent and tonantless, save for u wolitary figure
walking up and down on the port side. When
the stranger loft, I pereeived ared light moving
along the deck at the height of about six feet.
A3 it came nearer 1 became conscions of a large
figure loowing immediately behind it, and when
hailed by a hearty voice, kuew that this was
the Purser with a cigar in his mouth,

¢ Well,” said he, *you're in Juck.  He hasnot
spoken to a sonl sice he came on boanl. Sat
at dinner mute as a marling-spike, and then you
get him all to yourself, chatting with him by
the hour, asif he had known you all his life and
had named you in his will’

¢ What's all this about ¢’

¢ Why, the richest man in the world! A
wund 2 minute, sixty pounds an hour, two
lundred and forty pounds a watch on deck, and
the same sum per watch below !’

* Was that him ! ' [ asked, feeling quite »
flew interest in my strange companion,

“That's him, and ne other,’ said the Tarser,
‘and s strange fish he is. He neither drinks
nor smokes, and, until he cawe alongside yvou,
didn't seem to talk. You are in luek, I tell
vou. Havea cigar?’

I certaindy was in inck, awl this was the be-
ginning of it. 1 was not the rose, but 1 had
hived npear it, and here was the Pumser alresidy
offering homage in the shape of 4 cigar — a real
cigar, not one of thase dried-ap thiugs we
smoke in Eugland, but a regular green une,
fresh from Havannah, good for thiee-quarters
of an hour's steady and salative enjoyment,

I smoked it all before [ went to bed, walking
up and down the deck, thinking of my new
friend with a pound a minute, and his oath
every tenth sentence, for in the closer com-
sanionskip of our protracted conversation he
}xad gone even to this length. 1 saw him at
breakfast the next morning, sitting bolt up-
right, eating predigiously and drinking water.
He recognised me with a bemid of grave court-
liness, which had the most remarkable effeet,
not only upon the guests, but upon the
stewards. Everyone knew now thag (Li.s tacit-
urn strauger was the richest man in the world.
He had ot readily been found, because the
particalar table at which he sat was obscure and
in il favour. The Purser had seated him at
the captain’s table, rs befitted his chronologi-
cally swelling atituence.  But coming in at the
sound of the dinner-gong, and looking round
the tables, he had m:iimse}(down there at the
lower end, where the swell was gzreates: and the
avells fowest.

But he was knuown now, and haviug recog:
nised me, | became an object of embarrassing
attentions. © The steward whipped off my chop
befora [ had fairly commenced it, protesting
that it wag cold and that ] must have a hot
one. The portion of the table before me was
covared with relays of the choicest delivanies,
The head steward, who had made advances
towards the stranger, and had been warned. off
courteously, but with nnmistakable decidnn,
began 1o look after me. 1 was *the man whum
the king delighted to henour, " and Mordecai
the Jew had not quite such a good time in the
reign of King Ahasuerus as [ had on the passage
between Liverpoal and Queenstown.

The dear old Colonel ¢ ] camie to kuow him
better by-and-by, aud understosd how thewe
things paised and embarrassed him ; how his
simple nature, pure and trae as gohd, revolted
from forms and ceremonies, and how he shrunk
from the consesuences which gossip brought
buzzing about his ears. ] call bim ‘the Co.
lounel,” as ather people on board callad him * the
richest man in the world,” probably hecause he
was peither.  He certainly was very rich, and
he had during the American War raised a ragged
cavalry regiment, which he equipped and tratn.
ed himself, and with which he dul memarable
service after an irregular fashion. To himeelf,
and for these who wounld accept his styls from
him, he was plain John Bradscaw, a ranchman
from Texas, where bis flocks and herds coversd
the prairie for hundreds of miles,

He told me all his history in simple graphie
language, that, I am grieved to say, increas.
ingly abonnded with strange oaths. e had
heen over to Europe on a business enterprise,
not without national interest in thiz country.
Away in Texas the herds, ever multiplying,
hiad become to him an embarrassmeant of riches.
He did an enormouvs trade throngh St. Louis,
and the market could not be sid to be over-
stocked.  Still, the demand lagged languisd ba-
hiud the supply, with the natural result of
keeping down the prices.  Comiunications had
reached the Colonel from England on the part
of some enterprising capitalists who wished to
consider how this surplus cattle might be got
aver to this country, and whether the Great
Fastern steamship conld not be tarned to me-
count in that direction.  The Colonel had at
their invitation - come over to- Eugland to go
into the matter, - Bat since his arrival & tele-
gram received from Kansas had caused him to
throw the whole thing up and rush back ax fast
ag train and steamboat could take him., He

had the telegram with him, cutefully wrapped+| h

up in his pocket-book, "It was worn with fold-

ing and refolding, and-had, | had reason to
know, been wat with teurs, 1t only said -~
*The boy is dend ; Kitty ill.’ v B
But that was enough to shake this iron frame,
and, make this grave, resolute faco tramble. und

flush as if it were n maiden’s. . A infinite toy.
derness came inte the Colonel's voice g }e
spoke the word * Kitty." Kilty was his life, Lis
light, hia fullest realisation of what ““Kl‘l'u in
tieaven: are like. Yet sho was, or had Lisey
only u poor schoolmistress, riding tilteen miles
a day over the Texan pruirie to teach hopulesy
little hall-breeds, and the seatesly lovs impro;'-.
able progeny of ranchmen, the scum of poprlas
tion that settled in these outkirts of civiliz,
tion.

Kitty had dropped into the Colonel's life ip
the oddest possible way. He huid, of coprye
not always been the richent man in the Worid’
had, ou the contrary, becn oue of the paurest
and most ill-kempt of ity wuils and stevs, |4,
had had a father and wother, donbtlens ; gy
beyoud this elementary fact, all war dark.’ {{,
had commenced e very early as hend boy 1y .
rapehman,  For comynmun be had bad ajt of

A

his own age mu'l equnt rageedoess, whose m-m“
was Organ, - Why Organ, he was 5o moge ally
to osay  than was David Copperfield’s o,
{yrwpar-:d to answer when Miss Betay Tritwong
waring the name of her husband’y r-w:rivme:
asked, ¢ Why Rookery 17 One lad was hgan
and the other Bradshaw, and protably, fur qqe
connection this nomenclature might have j401
with their parentage, it would have buay e
as well if the oue had been Bradshaw apd 'y},
other Opgmn. They were very smart vouy
theugh, so far from knowing haw o pead, 11
wern not even aware of the existence of i,
phabet ~ a fact which in later yvears dag
upon the Colonel with strange, sad futes o

1 dou't know at what period they ene
service, But the Colonel Bad sot yor ¢
the mature age of twelve when i veeutio g o,
him that e wax doing a great deal of worl
chictly for the benefit of another mn, Wiy
shonll not he and Organ go into businew fop
themselves, and set op, if not as ranchy
then as ranchiboys? 'l‘hry had carefully Lge.
banded theie slender incomes, and had bagivpey
them sullicient to buy a few cattle.  Thic wyy
not much in Texas, but one advantage of Lav.
ing commenced voung was, that they  couid
atfond to wait,  Ther waited till their stock 1y,
creased, and by the time they had begun 1o grow
beards they were aiready cemfortably estahlisy
ed. They did their work with their owy hands,
spending long days in the saddle and cartiyg for
their berda as no hireling cares, ’

It was during one of those long rides thas
Organ fell sick.  This was quite anew expe
rience to the voung ranchmen, who had 1
had an hour's illnoss during their lives, -
did not spuite know what it was, only grispin,
the fact that Organ swayed 1o and fro when &
got ub in the morning and sat in hiv sadidls,
that im presently fell off when ha siubbor
irsisted on going about his bukiuess. The .-
lonel rigged up » tent for his comrude, g0t w
wow-hoy to looL after him, and appointed hin
a dog ad his body-guard. These arrangements
searcely {ulfil the prescriptions that a Eurepean
doctor might give ina bad vase of fever.  J2
was all the Colonel could do, and having done
it he set out on the ride on which Organ shonld
have accompanied him. U was svange thar
Opgzan shoald be stnuck dowa in this way, and
should He helpless in a tent, when he o 15
be an haneback.  Probably the Colonel wiabl
have sent for a docter had there been o e handy,
But the next streat was at leawt five hundied
miles awasy, which of eourse Hunted thedeetn”
custom, So the Colonel made the tenr
sung, ieft his sick comrade in charge of 2}
cow-boy and the dog, and rode ol to look after
the cattle, believing that Organ would fuiisw
him on the next dsy.

His round tenk lim three or four weeks, an:
when he came back he founmd the tent, the dog,
and the patient in the place where he feft thew,
only the cow-bay being misdng.  FExternaily
nothing wax changed, but matters inside the
tent mystified the Colonel.  The sppearauers of
the little room was entinely chapged. It hada
new and strange neatuess.  The tin cup which
served Orgean and himselfl in common at break-
fast, dinper, and teo, wag 6lled with Huwers,
aud the more graceful stems of prainie grass.
Also, there was a thing lying on the table that
looked like a box, only the Uelonel discaversd
on taking it up that it had ne sides. In fact,
it was a book, an article which the Colonel be-
held for the first time in a pilgrimage already
twenty-eight years long.

All this was add, but it was nothing ta the
metamorphosis that had come over Organ. The
fever had left him, and he wag far advanced on
the way to eonvalescence,  Prostration of body
might in some manner account for his unwont-
ed quictness and comparative repose of manuer.
But beyond all that might ressonably be ex-
pected from  this wource, he was gentle and
subdaed to a bewildering degree. After wach
cogitation and observation, the Colonel came to
the conclusion that he was mad, *and,’ he add-
ed, with a solemn gravity that gave a fouch of
the Judicrous to tnuch that he said, ‘1 was
going to tia him up.”  You ser, at this time all
the ?}olonel'u votious were derived from the
business that engrossed his attention through-
out the day. Ifa bull or a cow shuwed xigns
of a disordered imagination, it was lnssoed and
tied up till the paroxysms were over.” I have
not the alighiest doubt that the Colonel would
ave tied up his unfortunate companion, with
a_dim notion -that by-and-hy he would come
round as the cows did, - Probubly he had open-
l{. made preparations for the friendly act when
the explanation was forthcoming: ‘

Lier

¢

Organ was- mad, truly., He was ‘madly: in

:lo,vo;: “Whilat. the  Colouel " had = boen away

i




