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has ever been a matter of
much concern, and nho
little embarrassment (o
the Government, and of
late years tho feeling had
gFfown so strong in favour
of s total revision of the
system, that the continu
ation of oid rules and
regulations was only tole-
rated because of the be.
lief that the then ¢xpect-
ed accomplishment of
Confederation would soon
put an end to it. In the
autvian of 1884, when the
Hon. D. L. Macpherson
successfully  contested
the representation of the
Saugeen Division agaiust
the Hon. Mr. McMurrich,
the previous member,
the Crown lands policy
was a theme of earnest
disoussion, and Mr. Mac-
pherson attacked it with
such porsistency and
vigour that he may be
said to have utterly
undermired its founda.
tions. 2 advocated the
ndoption of the free
homestead system on the
most liberal basis; the
comfmutation of = the
claims Crown
Lands settlars, based
upon the speculative
pricos of_-eight or ten
years before; theappoint-
ment of a commissicu to
uppraise apd determine
the~value nf lands pur-’
chased but-unpaid for,
&o, &c., and, altogether,
he set the mind of the
western peninsula, espe-
ciully of the counties of
Bruce, Grey, and Siracoe
~—and, we may add, of
“Weliington and Huron—
a-thinking seriously on
the Crown Lands admini-
" stration, and the universal

- verdict ‘was that it had been faulty, and ought to be
changed. ' Other parts of the Province we:o not slow o
sympathise with thrse views, and when, during the ses-
-ston of 1863, Mr. Macpiierson brought the subject befors
the consideration of the Legislative Counoil, he received
very general support; not only in that body, but through-

ngainst

" oul the two Provinces, the press and many public men-

being in favour of the reforms he urged. Ilowever, it
“was the snason of delay®; * Wait until after Confedera-
tiom is accomplished ! v.aa the invariable.answer to every

demand for change; and notably so with respect to the
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I public mind was ripe for a change, the old system con-
tinued in foroe, Averybody condemning it, until the Local
Legislatures were organised.

The Ontario Ministry, under the leadership of the Hon.
J. 8. Macdonald, was composed of men distinguished for
their adhesion to principles of consiitutional, rather than
of administrative, reformn; yet, amongst the~ measures
they have passed, since coming into power, ther» is
scarcely one that does not bear the character of a

thorougbly pra.ienl change,.and meuy of the changes

‘ Crown domain, because it was very properly argued that, |

- Among the members of the Ontario Cabinet it can |as the Crown Liands were to be handed over to each Pro- | ment that som
hardly be said that any one 10148 a more important port- ! vince, it would be unfair, or at least unwise, to introduce | viously existin
folio than that of the Crown Lands Commissioner. The {a new system that, in a year or two, might be set aside. | system and home-stead law; the reforme
administration of the Crown Lands of the Upper Proviuce | Thus il came to pass thai, though for several years the ; tions;

are accepted by all parties,

Ar ’ ‘ without hesitation, as decided
Improvements. y

.1t bas been in the Crown Lands Depart.- -
e of the most imporiant 'a.ltera.tvions in pre-
g laws have been made. The free grant
d mining regula-
the compciition with settlers in arrears on allsave

the school lands —a

special trust-——have all

been measures introduc-
ed and carried by the

Ontario Government, im-

mediately connected with

the Department
which the Hon. Mr.

Richards presides. In

°ddition to the prepara-

tion of these measures,
an immense amount of
arrearages has had to be
dealt with—cases pend-
ing for many years, tha
papers relating to which
had grown musty in the
pigeon-holes of the De-
partment-—and these, we
understand, have been
brought to s settlement
with a promptitude un-
known under the old
régime. Vigorous efforis
liave also been made to
collect from all settlers,
wk were able, but un-
willing, to pay the arrears
du- < their lots, think-
inz i1 better to hold the
Guvernment's money at -
3ix per cent., simple in.
terest, so long as they
could make double the
percentage upon it and
compound it too.. In this
matter Mr. Richards hus
encountered no small
share of censure, and
perbaps the mode adopt-
ed was not always the
best one; but, in simple

Justice to those who had

paid in full, it was only
_right that the Govern-

ment' should endeavour
to collect from the de-
faulters. The plan now
adopted, however, is
likely in time to close up

‘the whole business, and

to give fair consitieration

to those who, having in-

ferior lands, ought not
to be expected to pay at the same rate as those who got
the choice lots in the Province. In all these importanf, -
reforms, the course of Mr. Righards has been marked by
sxtrame caution. No whim has been rashly adopted; but
every change has been introducsd after mature delihera.
tion, and, when put in foroe; has speedily develcpe: ita

over

"wisdom, . until now it may be said that Ontaric bas the

most efficient and progressive land polioy_ in the T
minion. o . L
Stephen Richards is ths on of the

R ".r.'—,‘




