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A QUESTION OF PRECEDENCE.

—

{FROM LUCIAN.)

Dramatis Personco—Jupiter, Fsculapius, Her-
cules.

JULrITER.

Come, Hercules nnd AEsculapins,

Coense thy contention as to whe Is who.

"Pls bad enaugh tur e, but sach disputes
Arealion to the banquet of the gods,

TERCT-LER,

Is it thy will then, Juve, that this vile guack
Should take precedeses of a god ke me ?

Aserrares,
Yea for, by Juve, | am the better god,
HERCULES,

To what, yvou bure-brained foal? 124t because
For your presutsption Jove let fly at you

Hix thauderbuit 1 And then, for pity's suke,
You got your pateut of divisity !

JRCULAPIUS,

That's good, indeed—fur you tosalk of tire !
Your memory is shart that you forget
‘That scens at (Kta!

HERCULES,

Sueh eool inpndence !
To dare compire your wretehod 1ife with mine !
Whe an the sen of Jove, for rreat Jeds famed,
Who eleanard the wordd and savige heasts enbdned,
And tused the fusoienee ol sk @s yostom
Yuou, somers reot- catter, a monntebunk,
it g6 ative pills b pany invudins
Rut ntterly devaid of mandy 1r

A ULARIUS,

Ha ! you rewind me bow Teured your burus
When first yoat entereal heaven, brlfeomanmedd.
What with the Centanr’s i und tie pyre,
Your gudahip’s body wus a mass of sores,
Berides (mnce yor're so good wt salling pamest,
I never wara slaye ad you bave boen,
T uvever carded wool in wumnn's dress

Nur Jet my mistress beut o with bes sandal—
Not to reaal) that graver incilans
O siaying wife and children sn a rage.

fHenevis,

H youdon’teeans reviling, yvou'll find cut

Your immottabity won't helf you wuely,

When I have burled vou beadlong out of beave
Then even ot will not find it ensy

Towmend your biochen ahalll :

1
u.

JUrnien,

Clowe, now, desisg,
We eannot Bave our banguet thas disturded,
Or i yon Ul Keopou, Ui send yoa btk
‘Tor some more 1dne } Hervules,

I oy apinion, the precedenes
OF right s Moculgius whe died first,

Muontreal. Jonx REane.

NAPOLEON 4AND HIS COURT.

HABUTS OF THE EMPLESS,

The Empress Josephine had six hundred |

thousand franes for her personal oxpenses, Thi

suit in no degres safliced ber, and she nenrred |

many Jdebts anpually.
thousanmd frates were
s,

A hunebred and twenty
allowed her for Ler chart
The archdushiess bnd bag three hundred

thousand franes, aml sixnty thensand for ber
private purse. The reason of this ditference
was that Madame Bonaparte was compelled to
assist wany poor relations, whose claings v her
were great amd frequent, She having certain
connections in France and  the arehdpnehess
none, Madame DBonaparte was uatueally oblired
to spond more waney. She gave murh away,
but, as sl never made her presents fram her
own resources, but bought
generodity only augmented
appalling degree,

Notwithstanding the wishes of her hushand
she could never submit 1o vither order or
vtiquette in hor private Hife,  He was onwilling
that aoy salesman of any kind should by re
ceivel by her, but was ohliged to relinguish
this poaint. Her swmall private apattments were
crowded by these people, as well ax by artists
of all kinds.  8he had a perfect mania for being
painted, and gave ber pictures 1o whomsover
wanted  them — relations, friends, Fronses de
chambre, and even to her  tradespeople, who
brought her constantly diaviomwls and jewels,
stufls and gewgaws of all kinds,  She bought
everything, rarely asking the price, and the
ﬁreatcr part of-the thne forgot what she had
aught. Fram the beginning she had signified
to her lady of honeur and her lady in waiting
that they were not to interfere with her ward-
robe. ALl mutters ol that kind were arranged
between herself and hev finomes de chander, of
whom she had six or eight, 1 think,

She rose at pine o'clock.  Her toilet con-
stmed mueh Ume ;A part of it was eutirely
private, ‘when she lavished unwearied efforts on
the. preservition of her person amd on its em-
belhishment, with the aid of paiug and powder,
When all this wag accomphished she wrapped
hersedf in o loug and very elegant peignoeiy,
trindmed with lace, and placed herself under the
hasds of her hairsdresser.  Her chemises and
skirts: were cenibroidered and trimmed.  She
changed all her linen threo times each day
aml never wore any slockings thay were. not
new, - While her hair was bemy dressed if we
presetited ourselves at her door we were ad-
mitted. " When this process was finished, huge
baskets wore hroughtin containing many difter-
ent dresses, shawls and hats, There were:in
summor muslin or percale robes, much ew-
- Lroidered and trimmed ; in winter there were

inressantly, her
her delas to an

fiatiu,

rediugotes of stuff or of velvet. From these
baskets she selected her ¢.stame for the day, and
always wore in the morning u hat covered with
fenthers or flowers, and wraps that made con-
giderable drapery about her. The nuinber of her
shawls was between three and four hundred.
She had dresses made of them, coverings for her
bed, cushions for her dog. She always wore
one in the meming, which she draped about her
shouhlers with » grace that I never saw equalled.
Bonaparte who thought these shawls covered
her too umceh tore them off), and more than once
threw them in the fire ; after which she would
then semd for another.. She purchased all that
were brought to her, no matter at what price.
I have seen her buy shawls for which their
owner asked cight, ten, and twelve thousand
francs,  They were the great extravagance of
this court, where those which cost only fifty
louis were looked at disdainfully, and where the
women boasted of the price they had paid for
those they wore.*

I have already  deseribed the life which
Maitumie Bonaparte led.  This life never varied
in any respret. She never opened a book, she
never took up a pen, and never touched aneedle;
and yet she never seetued to be in the Jeast
bored.,  She was not fond of the theatre ; the
Fmperor did not wish her to go there without
him and receive applavse which he did not
share.  She walked only when she was at Mal.
maixon, a dwelling that she never ceased to
improve, and on which she had speut enormous
sams.

Bonaparte was extremely irritated by these
expenditures,  He would fly into a passion, and
his wite would weep, promising to be wiser
and more prudent ; after which she would go
o in the same way, and in the end he was
ubliged to pay the hills.  The evening toilet
was iy careful as that of the morning. Every-
thing was elegant in the extreme.  We rarely
saw the swme dreessex amd  the same tlowers
appear the seeond time,  In the evening the
cinpress appeared withont a hat, with flow
peatls, or precious stones in her hair. Then her
dresses showed her figure to perfeetion, and the
most exquisite toilet was that which was most
tecoming to bero The smallest assembly, 1he
most informal dance, way always an accasion for
her to order a uew costuine, in spite of the hoards
of dresses which i\ﬁ‘ul)ll)ﬂlal':ll in the various
palaces | for she had a mania for keeping every.
thing. It would be utterly impossible for e o
give auy idea of the sums shespent in this way.
At every dresstnaker's and mithner’s in Paris,
o in when we would, we were sure to find some-
thing beiug made for her or ordered by her, 1
have seen several lace robes, at forty, fifty, and

even o hundeed thensand franes each, It is
almost fneredible that this puscion for dpeas

which was so entirely satistied should pever
have exhausted ftselfs Alter the divoree, at
Malmaisen, she had the smne luxurious tastes,
and dressed with as mueh care, even when she
aaw no ene. The day of Lier death: she insisted
oi s being dressed tnoa very elegant rde de
chocidore, berause she thought that the Emperor
of Kussia woenld, perhaps, come to see her. She
died coverad with ribbons and pale roswesoloured

These tastes and these habits on jler part
maturally inoreased the ex

A penises of those atiout
ber, sl we found it dithiendt at thoes to appear
e suitable toidets,

COTRY FEATIVITIES,

With all this extreme luxary, the exquisite
taste of the FEmpress, and the vieh costnmes of
thie men, the court was, as may readily be
yagined, st britliant. Tt may even be said
that on certain davs the cowp Fed? was abso.
tutely dazzling,  Foreigners were much struck
by 1t It was daring this vear (1308) that the
Fanpernr decided to give oevasional concerts in
the Hall of the Marshuls, a5 a certaiu large hall,
hung with portraits of the marshals, was valled,
These portraits are very likely there now. This
Lall was lighted by an infinite number of can-
dles, and to it were invited all those persons who
hiad any conneetion with the Government and
those who hud been presented. Thas there were
assewliled usually between four and five hun.
dred persons.

After having walked through the saloons
where all these peaple were assembled, Bonaparte
enterad the hall and teok his place at the end :
the Kmpress on his left as well us the princesses
of the family, in the moest dazzling costumes;
his mother on his vight —-still a very handsome
woman, with an aiv of great distinetion.  His
brothers were rvichly dressed, and they, with
foreign  princes aml  other dignitaries, were
seated. Dehind were the grand ofticars, the
shawberlatns,  and ol the statd in their em-
brotdered uniferms, Upon the right and the
left, tn curved lines, sat two rows of ladies - the
lady of honour, the lady in waiting, and the
Yadies of the padace, almost all of them young,
the greater wumber of teon pretty and beanti-
tully deessed. ¥ Then came o large vumber of
ladies ~forvigners and  Frenchwowen - whose
tolets were exquisite bevoud words. Behiod
these two rows of seated ladies were men siand-
ing—-ambassadors, ministers, marshals, senutors,
generals, and so on—all in the most gorgeons cos-
tates,  Oppostte the iwmperial chairs were the
musicians, and as soon as the Emperor was

o Of contse my readera kvow that these were Carh-
juire - shnwis, which the Egypling eumpaign, anil the
Orientad wania that followed, bad wnde tashionablo,

i A court dress cost ot least fifty louis, and we changed
thewm vory often,  As w general thing this costitine, was
embrofdered n. golu “aod . sitver,  and trimuied with
mother-olpearl,  Many diamonds were worn,1a sprays
‘aud teattered among gariamls for the hair, or setin bands
for the neek and Arms,
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seated Lhey executed the best musie, which,
however, in ‘spite of the strict silence that was
enjoined and preserved, fell on inattentive ears,
When the concert was over, in the centre of the
roomn, which had been kept vacant, appeared the
best dancers, male and female, from the opera,
and execated a charmning ballet.  This part of
the entertainment of the evening amused every
one, even the Emperor.

The concert and the ballet did not last morve
than an hour and s half. Then the asseinbly
went to supper, which was laid in the Gallery
of Diana, -aml there the beauty of the gallery,
the brillianey of the lights, the luxury of the
tables, the display of silver and glass, and the
magnificence and elegance of the guests, im-
parted to the whole scene something of the air
of a fairy tale.  There wag, however, something
Iacking. 1 will not say that it was the ease

which can never be fonund in a court, but it wos-

that feeling of security which each person might
have brought there if the powers that presided
had added o Jittle more kindliness to the majesty
by which they surrounded themsclves.

NAPOLEON'S ADUPTED DAUGHTFR.

The Leauharnais profited by the elevation of
Madame Bonaparte, and continned to erowd
about her. 1 have told how she married the
danghter of the Marqnis de Beauhuarnais to M.
de la Valette, The Marquis was for a Jong time
Ambassador to Spaiu; he is in France to-day.
The Comte de Beauharnais, the son of the lady
who wrate poetry and novels,” had murried
early in life Mile. de Lesasy-Marnesia,  From
this marriage sprang s daughter, who tesideml
after her mother’s death, with an old aunt, who
was very religious. The Cowte de Beauharnuis,
marrying again, never seemed to think of this
voung gitl.  Bonaparte made him senator. M.
de Lesay-Murnesia, unele to the young Sté-
phanie, suddenly recalled her from Langurdoce;
she was fourteen or fifteen.  He presented her
to Madame Bonaparte, who found her very
pretty and refined in all her little ways.  She
placed  her in Madame Camypan’s boarding-
school, trom which she emerged in 1306 to find
hersell suddenly adopted by the Emperor, called
Princess apenial, and manied shortly after o
the hereditary Prince of Baden.  She was then
seventeen, with a most agreeable fuce, great
natural eleverness and vivacity, a certain child-
ishuess in her wanner which suited her well,
a charming voice, lovely complexion, and clear
Dlue eves. Her hair was exquisitely blonde.

The Prince of Baden was uwot lengin fulling
in love with her, bat at first his stfection was
not returued.  He was young, but very stout :
his face waus commaonplace and inexpressive; he
talked little, seemed alwavs out of place and
bored, and generally fell asteep wherever he
might be, The youthful Stéphanie, gay, pdquant,
dazzled by her lot, and prond of being adapted
by the Ewmperor, whom she then veganded with
some reason as the first sovereign in the world,
gave the Prinee of Baden to understand that he
was greatly honoured by lier Iestowing her
hand upon hime Inovadn did they seek to
sarrect ber fdeas in this respect.  8he made no
aljection 1o the marriage, and was qeite ready
to consent to its taking place whenever the
Emyperor wished it: but she persisted insaving
that Napoleon’s danghter should marry » king
or the son of a king.  This litile vanity, acvom-
panied bty many pignant jests to which her
seventeen years gave s charm, did not displease
the Fmperor, and in fact rather amus 1 him.
He became more tnterested than before. in his
adopted danghter, and precisely ar the time he

married her to the prinee he bezame, with con-

siderable publicity, her Joveyr, This conqu
finished turning the head of the new prineess
and confirmed her in her haunghtiness toward
her future husband, who soughtin vain to please
her.

As soon as the Emperor had announced to the
genate the news of this martiage, the vouthful
Stéphanis was installed in the Tuileries in an
apartient specially arranged for her, and there
s{m received the depntations from the govern-
mental bodies.  Of that from the senate her
father was olie.  Her situation was certainly a
little odd, but she reenived all the addresses amd
folicitations without any embarrassment, and
replied extremely well. Huving beeome the
daughiter of the sovereign, anid being a favourite
in aldition, the Ewperor ordered that she
should everywhere follow next to'the Empress,
thus taking precedence of the whole Bonaparte
familv.  Madame  Murat was  extremely dis-
ph‘nﬂ:d, who hated her with a cordial hatred,
and couhl not coneeal her pride and jealousy.
Mademoiselle thonyght this very amusiug, and
Taught at it s she did ot everviding else, and
suceeeded in making the Emperor Laugh ulso, as
he was inclined to be amused ot all she satl,
The Empress was much displeased at this mew
faney of her husbanUs, - 8he spoke serdousdy 19
her nivre, amd ghowed her how wrong it would
be lor-het not toresist the etlorts which Bona-
parte was making 10 complete her :c-nhn‘,tmn'.
Mlle. de Beanharnais listened to her aunts
counsels with some docility,  She eontided 1o
her certain attem s, souietimes extremely bold,
miaide by her adepted father, and promised to
comluet hevsolt with cautton and reserve. These
confidences renewed all the former diseord ef
the imperial household. Bonaparte, unchangesd,
dird not take the tiouble to concesl his inelina-
tion from ‘his wife and, too-sure of his power,
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thenght it extremely unhandsome fn the Urince,

v 1t was upon her that the peet Lebrnmade this ma:
Helous epigram . .

RIS, fair Aud a poet, has twoescentricitios :

| Ste wakes hue facs, but doss not make her wrseg.“

NSRS o

of Baden that. he should -be wounded by what
was going on under his very eyes. Nevertheless,

‘the fear of an outburst and the. number of eyes

fixed upon all the persons concerned rendered
him prudent, On the other side, the young
girl, who only wished to amuse herself, showed
more rezistance than he had at first anticipated.
But she hated her husband. ~ A little later
the court went to Saint Cloud, and with it
the young pair. Nothing, however, could
induce the princess to permit her husband to
approach her. He complained to the Empress,
who seolded her niece.  The Emperor, however,
upheld her, and his own hopes revived. All
this had a very bad effect, which at Jast the Em-
peror realized ; and at the end of some little
time—occupied with grave affuirs, fatigued by
the importunity of his wife, struck by the dis.
content of the young prince, and persuaded that
he had te do with a young person who anly
wished to amuse herself by coquetting with him
—he consented to the departure of the Prince of
Baden, who took his wife away with him. She
shed many fears at lzaving France, regarding
the prineipality of Baden as a land of exile,
When she arrived there she was received some-
what eoldly by the reigning prince.  She lived
for a long time on bad terms with her hushand.
Seeret negotintors were sent from France to
make her understand how important it was to
her that she should bhecome the mother of a
prinee—an hereditary prince in his turn.  She
submitted ; hut the prince, rendered frigid by
s0 mwueh resistance, now showed very little ten.
derness toward her, and this marriage seemed
destived 1o muke them both very anhappy. 1t
was not eventually so, however ; and we shall
e later that the Princess of Baden, having
aquired a little more sense with years, began
at lust to recoynize her duty, and by her good
conduat suceesded finally in remaining the affec-
tion of the prince and enjoyed the wdvaniages
of a union which she at first had so entirely
under-estimated.”

HISTORY OF THE WEEK,
Marel 23.4=A proposal 1o redues the Sultan’s
eivil list is under discussion by his Ministers.
Losrd Derby bus {ssued u manifesto, wherein be ex-
presses bis sympathy with the Liberal cause.
Burones t1-Countts’ sympathies are not with
thie Liberuls at the coming elvetions. The (ier-
man Emperor has told bis (Generals that the foars of
war bave bees dissoived for the prosent.——The
uews frum Afhanistan is gloomy, and it is evident
that Eagland's troubles are oot at an end in that
caueiry.——="1The deoreedl ing the Jesoil Society
it Franee is to ho pabi cially ne-day. The
estublishiments ure tu Le civsed and vacuted within
thirew moniys,

PrrsDaY, Mareh 30— The inundarions in
stding.——"The British adv on (ihinznee has
pommenyed, Frawe's Irvish relie! fand amousts
T 10,04 franes Her Majesty the Queen bas
arrived at Darmstaidt.~——Connt I, de Lesseps sails

this week tor Burope in the ddvigiic.—Election

riots have token place at Uurdif and v the County

——The Journal Gficiel has publishel
ecress against the Jesaizs apd other unauthorized
religinus commanities. A pew Ministry hins been
called o ofiee fn Brazil, and if they carry uvut the
progranine ¥ have sketehed out, they will bave
desarved weil of their coantry.

Spain are cub-

¢

AY, March 31 .—The death of the Empress of
{s momentarily expected. ——The Spauish
Miuistry hus decided upon a vigoreus Crlonial policy.
Tie contirmation of the three danghters of
ILE. U, thejate Princess Alice tovkplace yesterday in
the Royal ehapel ot Hesse-Darmstadi. ~—Mr. Giiad-
stone has Jdeclured that, iu the évent of a Liberal
Uooess, B w 2 conteut to, follew the leadership
Lerd Granville or Lord. Harntisgton, —Parueit
ed at the eleveéntt honr jor Cork
Uiy s ationalists do act eunsider the present
Heue Rale candidate advanced enough.

1.~The obeiisk has been embarked
——Bismarck colebrated his sixty-
v yesterday ~~—FEiection riots bave oc-
currvit 47 Porsadown, New Ross and Tredgar.—
hundred amd fiy persons were Killed by s
tosien At-Acderlues, Belgium, yester

The Conservatives have carried the city of
v 5 darge malority.——The cattie discase
¢ ia Eongland ami there is consequantly o
3or American menats,-——In BEagisnd, the
< expeet s majority of 10, and the Couserva.
M, Atmidiight, the Liberals had a net
Over 404 constituencies bave vetl to be

Leard from.

FRIDAY, April 2.—Tlers is o great strike in the bui;d-
tu trade i Liverpiol.——Emigrauts for Americs
are numerpus, todepart during Aprit sud May.—The
Catliolic Biskep and clergy of Cork bave denounced

rlerenie in toeir venstitueacy and his

ppis 1o spread disonler.——~Un Prinve

Bisnarek s t54h birthduy celabration, amony those

who pabl 1heir respects were the Emperor William,

SATURDAY, April 3.—The Bulgarian Assembiy' was
speivd 8t Sofia yestenday . —— WinnipeZ streets were
itup on Satunday night tor the first ume.——-n!u

six duys! walk for the O'Leary belt was swrted in
New Vork st miduightlast night——The arrange-
meut betwesn the Porte and Montenegro has besn
sanctivned by the Sabtan.——1ern bas: scored ane
Gther naval vietory aguinst Cuili at Ariea, ater a
seven bonrs engagement.—~—Lates: despatebes oon:
coruiny the fnpe elevtions give the Liberals 256
Lt Loitsery s 130 und Home Ralers 19, &
net Liberud i of 5F, ——Ualentta despatehes report
prospeots ol an euny settleinentin Liraanistan, The
restd of thie electioss ta the lnpe
bowever, feeked o owith dismay thronghont Indis,
a5 lisely to Dring xeoat disastrons enpsequences 1n
the provable reverzal of 1o wd Benconsfielu's Afighin
poiley.
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“Fees of Doctors.

The fee of doctors. is an item that very many.
persons are interested in just at present, We
believe the schedale Tor visits® 15 $3.00, - which
would tax A man coufined to bis bed for a vear,
and in need of a_daily visit,y over §1,000 % year
Tor medical attendinece alone © And one single
bottle of Hop Bitters taken fu time wonld sava
the §1,000 and all the yoar's sickness.—~Ed.

+ Tha Prince of Bader ix brother i the Bmpreds of
Russia. ‘ . . ISR
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