60 THE HARP.
HOW M. GAMBEITA TRIES TO umlox\lnn(l mtlon.tl bem«m submlttmrr
IHOODWINIK T PFRENCH ] to. No(hmw but “bt\mlmﬂ' armios”

PIEASANTRY.

M. GansrrTa, the leader of the French
republicans, apell\inu ovidently for the
car of the French peasantey, has héen
denouncing the Priesthood, At first
sight this_ would appert a cangeraus
™ u(,cc(hn“ on the part of Gambetta
geeing, thal tho French clergy as a
boc l\' cume (rom the peasanteluzs. Bat
Gambotta knows the ground he stands
upon, and is not hl\cl) to do anything,
that would hurt the feeling= of n eluss M
men, whom he sees and the world scos
bl()\\'l) but surely drifting into his be-
loved republicanism.  Why then de-
nounce the Priesthood to the peasants
whose sons the Priests are? = Herdlo
hangs o tail, and for the matter of that
two tails, -In . the first place, although;
Gambetta’s fizures mean to- hoowinle.
the IFrench peasantry, scem.to prove the.
coutrary, the real fact.is the -French:
peasantry is ceasing to supply France,
with Priests. ~Tho pc.).:anls are heeom:,
ing more prosperous, and u>n~cqnently
the ridiculous income of $200 2 year:
doled out by the government, is-no
longer. aprizo to bo desired even for a
third or fourth son. As undoubtedly
the English Elizabethian apostrey owedl
its” success to the degradation “of the
clergy aupennduccd by Lhe” isgrace-
fully Tow incomes thay had received for
years, so if the Roman curialook not to
itlin time, France will: undoubtedl) sce
her Priesthood” become, extinet, or if
not oxtinct,. s0 thorou«rhly demoralized
that a mnational apostacy . will ‘be the
new:squ ‘result. i"Arve wWeinventing this
deticitin the vanks of tho Ifrench cIer«ry’
We have figures for it; and figures given
on very reverend adthor ity. The Vicar
General of Orleans shows thit thore
are in France at the plcwnt, moment,
2,881 vacant cures and 3,000 "!.d(htlondl
punshcs without! a pricst or ‘charch!
Gambetta may well -then denounce” the
Priesthood to the French peasant. =~ Ts
the ‘second place. thei- French peasant |
hates the conscription, “and’-we com-
mend him'fer it That overy young
man should besent to barracks for three
years, ‘and’ at ‘- time " wheii his younu;
lnbor is: of *miost valie to" h;s father, 15
a pu,ce of t)mnny tlmL 1t 1s dliﬁcult to’

and “ the divino right of lmw~4 " whi-h
came in with the Reformation! conld
have engendered such athing. . We aro
no .ulmuu' ol Gambetta, becauso ho
hatestheChureh, l)llt\\OLlHlll\llhlL'\'hll\L
tighting against (he Chreh he is flfrhtm«r
far her, That kings and mouarchies wxll
eventnally go h_) the board is cortain.
When mpubhc.ms hold ‘the day, tho
Church will be able to identify herselt
maore and more with the people. And nftor
all it is the peaple that are Gad’s Church
not kingsandprinces. The French peasant
then hates the conseription and (by an
.lpp arent non-seguitur) atl not liable to
But the clergy are exempt.  Hero
then is the clue to Gambetta's denvnein-
tion of the clergy to the French peasant.
But why should Gambetta wish to de-
nounce the Priesthood 7 Franco hag
wiversal sufterage and Gambetta knows
‘full well that umlor universul suftrago,
Power must ulways rest with the petsant
class’;"this class he sces swaying towsrds
xepnbh anism’; and he is astute enough

“to seo that the clergy is the only countor-

influence " ‘to -ho -feared. . * Hinc ill
Iacxym '—tenrs of anger as well as
arief)

But M. Gambetta's denunciation of
‘the evil is unsor upulous, hecauso : false.
There are 150,000 priests, in France, he
tell us, 1llo\empb from military. duty.
Now 150,000 dr :nvnjc(lrU from the ranks

of the Treneh army, would indced bo &
large, in fact too lurge o pmpontxon i€
~tundmrr armies h.wo to be, © Bub are

there 150,000 drawn g Jearly from ' tho
yanks? By no meuns; fur from, it;

though M. Gambetta wxshcs the con-
scnpllon ~hating " French poasnnt to
think so. . ¥ Oncc n pnc% always. a
])ll(.stv" is an old .lphonsm. Now t lm-t;y
yoars average priestly. life, is' a; vory,
=mall '1\'u-'ure for aj cat, i3, a8, gen:.
cral thing a lonrr-hvul' owing: to. his
compar atl\'c “lemperance and, “vow: of
(ehba‘cy, i t,hat no cripplo,i ig,
admiited | thic. Px'mathood ’l‘lus
150,000 thcn must e, &pxoa(l ) '_thuty
yeirs at le'lal wlpch léayos. onl_) 5,000,
e\cmpt.s ])cr )om-; not; a very,, hmo
annil’ exgmption.: after’ all.- And Ll\us
it is that M. Gdmbotla tho tr 1bune of tho,
peoplo woull h'oodwmk tho copl,g.,
I‘_l _ M bgg@u,ll_ ]I ’




