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HOW M. G AM BE TTA TPR 1S 10
1OODWuVNK THBIb.i

PEASANTRIIY.

M. G-A:nIrEmT, the leader Of the FrenhI
repuliians, spekIing vîietly tor t l
car cf ia Froni pesantry, has ben u

(enouuIincinig tue PriestLhood. A t first
sighLt this wold appeai a anr iu0l'ts

pu:·oedinîg on i the part of C:unbetta
coeing, tlat tIe Frenhel clcury as a
body cerm thic e pîeasantelass. Bat
Gam1nibotta knîu ows the grounid he stands
upon, Und is not likely to do anyuhing,
thatw hurt the olings of a class u'1

mit, whomiu lie secs andt Ile world seOs
slouly but surely drifting into his be-
loved republicanism. Whly thon de-
neom te Piestlood to the.peauýa1ts
whose sous the Priests Ure? liroto

hangs a tail, aid for the mîattercOf that
two tails, In the first place, aithough;

Gaibotta's figures nearn to hisk.
the Frcieh poasantry, sCeni t.oproye tlie
eoturary, thue real fact is th. I'emnch;
peasantry is ceaing to suppl.y Fiance
with Priosts. The peasarits aie r ceon
iig more prosperous, anid Cnnsequetly.
tue ridiculous incomo of $200 a yea
dolei ont by the government, is no
longer a pize toe bu dsird cven for a
third or fourih son. As undoubtedly
the English Elizabethian apostaf owed
its success to the degradatioi of the
clergy superinduced by tu elisQace-
fully low incomes tihey had ieceived for
years, so if the Romaii curia look net to
it in time, France willc u'idebtedly see

har Priesthood become extirít or if
not extinct, so thioroughy demoralized
that a national apostacy will lie the
neccessary resulit. Ai ro tî:iventing thîis
deticini ithe ranks ofteFroichclergy?

We have figures for it andfigure given
on veiy rvrond auhority. The Vicar
Generai of Orloans shows thät thoîr
are in France at the present moment,
2,881 vacant cures and 3,000 additi.enal

prisies withoit a piricst Or clii 'ch
Gambotta inay vell thon dceiince the
Priesthood te the French nasAnt. EU
the second plice the rciieh pasaint
bates the consei-iptioin, and*'we con-

mnud him fcv iL That cvery yotung
man sioud besent te barracks fbi thrcc
yeas, anid atimeowheii his youg
labo' is of mo.st'value toIiis fathc, is
a pieeof tyraînny thatvit is diffliönit'to

iiderstand rational bein gs subn i t tin g
to. Nothing but "standing armios"

:md1l " the (ivlinlo iight of kings," wiîh
(aime in with the Rofcrmaiîtioi could

havo engenderid such a thing. Wo ara
no athndirer of G:1nbotta, becauise ho

ha:festhiChGiurch, butw'.e tinik thlatwi lst
ti-'ting aqainst the Cli.'cl lue is fightiing,

forbeor. 'Il at k ings and moinarchies will
eventually go by the board is cortain.
Whnli repuîblicanus iolul the day, (hi
Churcl will bo able io iden fy Lriself
mîoic anid more withi thepeople. And afteor
all it is the people that are Gd's Chui'ich
not knysandprinces. Th'o Frecieh peaszant

theu liates the Conscription and (by an
pparent noni->eqiuitur) aill not lialo to

in. But the elorgy are exempt. lero
thon is the cIu te to ambotta's (leuincia-
Lion of the clergy to the cFrench c peasant.
But whly shoul Gamubotta wish to de-
nouence tho Priosthood y Franco has

niversal sufferage and. Gambtta knuows
uIl weIl tII at uiidcr universa suffrago,

j,aWver nust ulways 'rest with ithe peasa nt
classilas clatssh secsswaying towArds
repuiblicanisn; and le is astute enougi
to see that the elergy is the oînly counter-
influenec to bo arcd. " Iine ill
lacryi "--tears of anger as weil as
gri et;

But M. Gambottas deiunctiation of
the cvil is unscrupulous, hecause false.

Thare aro150,000 priests inFince i
teIll us åll exempt fron military dut.y.
Now 150,000driwnuycarly fromu the 'anîlç
of the Prench army,v ould indcod bo a
lge, in lsct.toe large apro o i
stafidingl arimics hava te bc. Bat ar,
theile 150,000 dravn yearly frenu tho
raniu ? .13y no iears; far from it
thoigh M. Gambetta wishes hie con-

scriptiorîlîatin French punsant to
tluink se. Oice a priest ajways a,

pcstS is an 01(1 :îphoism Now thîrty
yours average priesiy lie, is a ver
smal averagc to1r a iW»t is, as ag -
cial thiuig a long-livo, owing te lus
comparative toenperance and v of

olibaey Und tie fhel thît nò c'iplo
Adiëted te ihe Friesto(l. Trî 's

150,000 thn nmust be rn bv thiit
years at least, whih lóvs onl 5,000,
eoeoTipi i y oir; not a y large

nnul \exption aftr ail Andi thus
i is tliaàt .Gam betta the t'il ri6 le,

1îpooo euhl hçdwPink tie
Fie .G inbettai ILB


