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We bogin with thisissue the sixth voluine of THE
CHRISTIAN, When 1t was started five yoars ago
there were some things to discourage and not
a few to iuspire hopo, and 1t was decided to try it
for a year. The encouragement was such that
another year was begun aud then anothor, and so
it continued and grew from year to year, We
think from what we gather that if tho minds of tho
readors and tho patrons of the paper were taken at
the close of tho past year thoy would bo us follows:
A large majority would say ** Lot the paper grow
and prosper.” A fow would say **We are not
particularly anxious about 1t whether it lives or
dies.” A still smaller number would say *‘Stop
it! Lot it die.” So with the voice of its patruns
wo conclude to continuo at.

But wo have far stronger reasons to continue
Tur CHRISTIAN than even the encouraging voice of
its friends. Wo aro persuaded that it 18 the will of
Him whose wo are and whom we wish to serve,
that it should live and have an influence on the
side of truth and righteousnecss,

This may be the placo to examine ufresh our
motives in this work, Is it for payment in woney
we work ! Certainly not ! Do we expect to gain
the applause of the world by it? By no mecans!
The cause THE CHRISTIAN pleads is not now~—never
has been—popular. Will it lessen our toil or
anxieties { (which sometimes appeat all that we can
bear). Nay, verily, but will largely iucrense them,
Why then work on and for Tie CuristiaN! *‘Our
rejoiciug is this the testimony of our conscionce,”
that we do it to glorify Gud and to benefit our
fellow men. We want to show the lost that Jesus
came to seok and to save them—and has in the
plainest and most positive manuer declared how
He will save them. Tue Curisriax aims alwayg
to impress thesv things upon tho unsaved and to
urgoe them to believe the very words of Jesus, and
vbey what He has commanded and be saved. It
urges the saved to obey all things which Jesus
commanded His apostles tu teach the disciples, and
to exhibit in life, temper and actions, the fruits cf
the Spirit of God. It aims to make the study of
the scriptare both profi.able and dehghtful, Nearly
every editorial is a careful examination of Bible
subjects, so that the reader may ariso from its
perusal with additivnal light and a love of the
truth.

If asked, Aro you not as liable as others to have
wrong views of scriptural subjects? we auswer,
We certainly are! Nut only so, we regard as our
best friends those who will give us more hght, or
will, in a Christian spirit, show us aud our readers
tho puints in which wo may be wrong, or even the
pointe in which we differ. Our desire is that buth
writers and readers should “* prove all things and
hold fast that which is good.”

We are receiving encouraging letters from many
quarters which, of course, we are not in the habit
of publishing. Many speak in favor of the spirit
and general make-up of Tre CHRISTIAN, A senior
editor of one of our papers has recently written :
¢t [ receive your paper and rcad its editorials with
much protit,”

Will our brethren continue their kind efforts to
contribute to the pages of Tne Curistiax and to
increaso its circulation? We do not sag that every
subscriber can get a new one, but we do say that
many subscribers can, and not a fow get more than
ono. Will youassiat? Without effurts it will die.
Our circulation should bo la goly increased, It
can bo. It would impsuve thp papoer as well as
reach and profit others, Who w l‘l be the ficst to
sond in one or moro now aubacrib(\{a?
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LDITORIAL,
THE INTERCESSION OF JESUS.

And for tho'r sakes I xanctity myself, that they also
might be sanctified theough tho ttuth, John xvii, 19,

J'rom the work of Josus on earth we can learn
of Hia roign in hosven, What Hs begaa heio He
finishes thore, When ** He took upon Him the
form of a sorvant,” all olss was laid aside and Ilis
ontire enorgios were devoted to thab service. Heo
pleased not Himself-~did nothing for Himself.
He did all to honor His Father and to save and
happify his brother-mau, Whon He prays for the
sanctification of Fis apostles, it is on tho plea that
ho had for their sakes, and to gain that end sauc-
tified Huself.

Wo will horo coasider Jesus' anxiety fur the
apustles’ sancufication, and first of all inguiro into
His meaning of the word.  Many use it as synon-
omous with puryication. But this cannot be its
meaning horo.  Jesus never purified Himsolf, for
He was always as pure as the throne of G .d. But
He sanctificd Humself. o was once in the furm of
Gud....but took upon Him tho form of a servant.
[n doing this He set Himself apart for a certain
work. His father also set Him apart or sanctified
and sent Him into the world (Joha x. 36)  Sanc-
tification means a consecration or selting anart for a
divino purpose or work, a devotion to the secvice
of God, Jesus prays His Father to keep the
apustles frown the evil that is in the world, He
also prays Him to sanctify or consecrate them
through the truth for their important work. He
who hus the greatest sanctification is not tho man
who talks most about himself not sinning in word,
thought or deed, but the man who holds fast the
truth and according to his ability dues most to
wake the truth known to his fellow men. The
apostles never claimed to be sinless, but they wero
earnestly devoted to the work of making others ac-
quaiated with tho truth as it is in Jesua,  And wo
inay here seo reasuns for the intense anxiety of
Jesus that they should be sanctified thruugh tho
truth. His death was the only sacrifice fur sin,
and they wero the only men to make this known.
As the Father had sent Him into the world to die
for sinnors, so He sends them into the world to telj
them of His death for their sins. Just as He was
G ,d’s ambassador, the apostles were His ambassa.
durs. They wore the stewards of Gud's secrets.
Without them the world would not hnow these
secrets (I, Cor. iv. 1). In this way they were
workers together with God (IL Cor, vi. 1) Oue
of them says: ¢ Woe is me, if I preach not the
gospel ” ; Again, ‘‘ If we, or an angel from heaven
preach any other gospel. .. .let him bo accursed.”—
(Gal. i. 9) It is eternal life to know the only true
Gud, and Jesus Christ whom He had sent, and
these were the men to n ake Gud and Jesuskauwn,
They had this treasure in carthen vesse's that the
excellency of the power might be of God and not of
them.—([I. Cur. iv. 7). When wo consider the
exceeding and eternal value of the treasure, and the
weakness of the vessels, we may see the great
anxiety of Jusus that His Father should sunctify
them through the truth.

But becides the natural weakness of the men in
trust, thoy were to bo left in a world wholly op-
posed to their work, a world that could combine
intrigue with power to defoat it. When they
would not be intimidated Dby frowns and perso-
cutions to give up the gospel of Christ, smiles and
promises might induce thom to add svmothing to it
or take sumething from i* No duubt thoy would
be surely pressed from this quarter, Tho Jews
wonid allow Paul te preach the cross if he would
only add to it circumeision.
s small matter to him, but one which would at tho
same time ond his persccutivns and turn thousands
of Jewish enemies into admiring followers, Yes,
indend, and that ho might by this oxpedient reach

It might Le urged as India,

them with the dying love of Jesus when ho could
in no othor way, Jesus foreeaw all these tempta-
tions in tho pathway of Ilisapostles, and Ho prayed
that thoy might bo so filled with the spicit of truth
as to resist all, and faithfully make it known to
others. How reasonable was Jesus' anxiety, how
grand His plea— Father, sanctify them through the
truth, that they may accomplish their part in the
work to which I have entiroly devoted myself.

e may learn from Jusus’ intercession on carth
how He intercedes in heaven. Devoting Himsolf
entirely to honor God and to save man, He is tho
only mediator between God and man. lsniah, in
enumerating Iis wonderful works, declares that
«“ I made iutercession for the transgressors,” and
we can read how He did it. In His third annual
visit to Jerusalem (Luke xiii ) He spoaks the para-
ble of the barrea fig treo, showing that God, after
seeking fruit of the Jows for threo years, and find-
ing none, commands them to be cut down as the
barren tree. But Jesus pleads for further time:
Spare them this year also, till they see all that can
bo done. If wy life and miracles, and tears, will
not movo them, lot them witness wmy death. Let
them seo me scourged and wearing the crown of
thorns and the purple robe. Lot them witress
how freely I die for their sing, and how earncatly I
pray on tho cross that they way bo forgiven. Lot
them hear the apostles with miraculous power pro
claiming my resurrection, and offering my murder-
ors o free und full pardon, ard if they will then re-
pent and yicld the fenit of righteousness weoll, all
the bitter past will be forgiven, all heaven will re-
joice over them. Butif they will not after that
yield fruit, I will plead no more, cut them down
God heard the intercession of His Son, spared the
Jows, and freely pardoned those who believed on
Jesus through the aposties’ word; but those who
rejected tho apostles’ word Be cut down. Even so
it is now.

Ilow He intercedes for the apostles and all who
believe on Him through theic word He shows in
this prayer. They place their case into His hands
and He makes intercession for them according to
the will of God, and His intercession prevails. The
apostles were sanctified through tho truth, They
proved faithful to their trust, and have gone to re-
ceive their crown.  Wo have the history of onae as
a samplo of al.  When Faul was ready to be offer-
ed, and the quivering curtain which hung between
the seen and the unseen was about to drop, wo hear
his shout of triwmnph: I have finished my course
—I nave kepr THE Farti.”  He handed down to
us what he also received from the Lord Jesus
unmixed with Jewish traditions or heathen philoso-
phy. Al who believe on Jesus through the
apostles’ word, and are carncstly praying the
TFather to sanctify them through the truth, and
are striving to be like Jesus, are assured by His
prayer of a union with Christ, a union in action, in
prayer, and in trath, a uunion with Bim angd the
Father soon to be consunmated in eternal glory,

o suffered death for their transgression,
and has pledge and pattern given

Of llis prevailing intercession,
Oaco on carth and now in heaven,

INrANT MARRIAGES.—An important ovent has
recently ocenrred in India, and one that will have a
most favorable beariag upon the gooial condition of
the peoplo of that vast ompire. The Princes of
Rajpootana have voluntarily abolished through-
out thoir dominions the custom of infant mar-
risges. This custom is one of the saddest.and
most productive of misery of any provailing in
and tho present regulation is that in the
future no girl shall bo married under the ago of
fourteon, and no boy under tho age-of cightecu,
unless, prior to the adoption of this law, a contract
of marriage has boon entored into.



