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R oue of the oings which rust most
R ;ilysiriko the intelligont Christian visitor
B i great city is the number and variety
B i1 agencies employod for ils evangeli-
B on. ‘o tho workings of oneof these
B uve laloly given some aftention, viz.,
R . Sabbatls sfterneon gorvices for working
o in the Agricultural Fall, under the
o of Rev. 7. Thain Davidson, English
8 byicrian winister of Islington. Being
mon of earnest gplrit, he was not satisfied
b the mero discharge of ordinary minis-
Al dnties to & small congregution, ina

& irict gwarming with well-to-do  artisaus,
aller tradespeople, and young men and
men from  the ity shops, who are la-
iues of such scenes of revelry as the Al-
abea concort hall, and the bar of the
aons “Angel” and other gin palaces of
Lo neighborhood, bub never entor an or-
nary placo of worship. Tn the hope of
ving the gospel to this mass of the

L eless and the Christless, these services
¢16 bogunt BOMO YEurs 820, and have been
endily maintained with unabated interest
i profit. Their charactor will be,readily
Jerstood by & specimen, Dast Sabbath
cornoon Mr. Davidson limself, as hiz
wlice is onee o month, preached and
 ndueted tho services, though usually the
iter is dono by some  Chuistinn laymen
hopresides. Henching the hall at half-
ust three, T found it already filled by an
adicace who must havé numbered over
B+ thousand, which i8 about the usual at-
ndance. 'These wexe very much of the
ws doscribed, for the. inost paxt elenn,
ol dressed, and attedtive, though not
pakodly devout. T békvice, rigidly
ited Lo one hou, is adapted to their ca-
wily, The first Liolf henr was spent in
ading of Seripture, prayer, with singing
pealms or hymns from & penny ¢ollec-
Bon prepaved for the purpose, with which
ey ccemed well provided. The use of o
mil organ helpell to puliven .and har-
onize this paxt of . thq services As the
lock marked  foue Mr./D. 'began ' his ad:
fress, for tao discourses Lore'lack the for-.
blity of “sermots,” By roading & letter ho
ol last weok  received fyom, ‘A working
nan,” presenting - his religious diffioulties.
nonymous letters he umsually ‘thirdw into
hbe wasto basket, buf as this seemed hon:

stas well ag respectful, and, from one of |

khe class for whom thess services were spo-
slly intended, though he would Huve
onght moro of the writer had ho man-
fully pat his own name to it, he wished to
ity to removo some of the dificulties the
ter experienced. ..These were, briefly,

fuow to reconoile with common senso the
rofessed mission of Christ and fhe manner

2 which its benefits were obtained and ox-
libited by Chnstians. His conceptions of
tke latter were shown kindly but firmly to
bs exroneons, such as - that “a ory from o
dring bed” was all that wag needod to save
the ynminal from the consequences of hie
(nues, and that, “as & rule, the more
Chnstmnity a man laid ciaim to tho moro
proud and haughty did hoe become.” He
tad cliosen, as very much to the point, that
text 10 the 2nd of Titus.which tells how
‘Our Saviour Jesus Christ gave himself for
usthathe might redegm us from all in-
uty and purify ueto hjmself & peculiar
ople zeslous of jgood works,” aud pro-
eeded simply to expound it, as fully as
tme would permit, and enrnestly to press
s prectous truths upon his hearexs as mat-
ters of mstant importance, t6 leave which
r a dying hour, was to be guilty of fearful
i and outragoous folly,, such as no sensi-
ble man would commit as regards earthly
Sgs-tbo cano of tho thief on the cross
faving really ns much of warning in it as
of encouragorent. -Another hymu iyas
g, and the congregation digmissed with
he benodiction, s collection being taken at
be doora astheyretire, and fifair oneIlenrn
! generally is. " ?"ﬂnpunc’on}qgt was mado
Biat tho preacher for next Sabliath -would
B e ovangelist # Ned Weighty ‘the con-
trled thief.” Then would follow D

Plepney, and after him My, Rievee; Wesley-

WEarl of Dalhousic wds -Among the
eschers and soon _after_him_ Bishop
h“%"t"n; and when, I lnst visited the
it viaz an Boglish Chueeh Viear from
cutinglon.  So - that true Catliolicity
harks the ‘work, And no Qoubt aids its
eess,  $4H1) there inpo false delicacy in
:hng with Romish error, moxe than any
¢r danger of the day. Thus Mr. David-
%10 shewing that, the religion of the
ol commended jtqelf to men of “a
“d ming,” or in other words good coine

Sarnazdo, frond the Juvenile Mission at.
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taon sense, poitited vit the absmidity of the
recent pilgrimages to Pavay-lo-Moninl, in
comnjexnoration of the so.called viswu of
4 s!é,k:!y nun, which wonld have very likely.
heor pravented by a good Avse of medicine,
and for which Dr. Manging, Roman
Catholic Arohbishop of Westminster, had
the auducity to claum the sume credence as
for the miracles of the New Tostamsont, A
false tnportancehe gaid, had heen given to
them by the reports of the daily pi\p.el's
Of this Iam disposed to diffor with Mz, D,
s, rememboring their object to escute en-
thusiasm forthe work of Englands perver-
sion to Rome, to which that church is now
#0 boldly giving its special attention, and
romombering how the thousand fanaties,
lay and clerie, joined on that occasion in
solemnly conscerating * Britain to the
Sacred Heart,” and vowing devotion to
this objeot, if is surely easy to see the sig-
nificance of such an act by men of singular
zosland many of them of position, wealth
and influence, and all of them doubtless
endorsing Lord Denbigh's famous utterance
of last summer as Dr. Mauning has al-
ready done—*"First a Catholic and then
an Euglishman.”

IWo noed more of such rousing appeals
to the Protestantism of the country, as I
had the pleasure of hearing from Dr.
Punshon at the great Methodist Misstonary
Meoting in Exoter Hall, last wook, men of
trio hearts and trumpet tongues to mustor
tho hosts of tha Lord to defence against thie
mighty. o
CANADIAN ABROAD.
September 12th, 1873.
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Ohurch Extension.

The Cannlla, Presbyterian Church has 2
vast mission field, extending from the Bay
of Chaleurs in fhe far East, to the Ottawa;
from the Ottawa. to tho Georgian Bay, be.
sides soveral sottloments at the head of
Lake Superior ; Manitobs and British Col-
umbia in the far West, and which ate yot
in their infaney., Mon and means are
grontly needed, and the question o some
ghould be, Ts not the Lord callingus to
gaorifice our lives in His canse? and to the
grent body of tho people, How much can
wo invest ja tho extension of the “Redeem-
‘o' Kinglor?
! PROGRESS ON/THE HASTINGS ROAD.
The Prosbytéry of Kingston dsputed
Meosses. Burton, ' Scott; and myself to dig.
ensge the Lord’s Supper in Caxlow, Wick-
Pw, Wollaston, snd L‘Amable, ~About
vo weeks aigo Mr. Burfon attended to his
Juty in Cartlow, whed he admitted to the
Lord's tablo 20 'now metbers, making in
all ab%ut 60, and baptized 12, ono of whom
became also & mombor, aud  was married
next day. This field ought to be erected
mto a charge at once.
Mr. Scott performed u similar duty in
Wicklow ot the same time, when 4 now
members wero received, making in all 24
This field i both o vury difficult and a very
important one. The headquarters ar.

where tho Peterson Road cuts the Hastings
Road, and at the junction of four town-

ghips.
Threo weeks Iater T attended to i part
assigned fo me. Tho attendance at L’'Am-

was, 80, new members,
gineo the former celebration of the ordi-
nance, 9;in all, 28, At the Ridge, Wol-
laston, tlie attondance was 603 members
admitted for the fixst time, 7; in all, 44. In
two or three years these mght be_erected
into two dishnet charges, and they are
both important oentres. The threo stu-
donts who were at work in these different
fiolds during the swminer have been dotng
excollont service to the Churchs

PROSPECTS.

1he Hastings Road is gradually improv-
ing. Its worst days aro post.  The de-
sorted shanties have nearly all disappeared.
The settlers aro gettin comforis around
thom, are satisfied, and & theau'n‘ of emi-
gration 1s steadily setting 1n. There ard
over GUO famlies in the back toy‘vn‘slu 3,
800 of whom hinve been Jocated within the
Tast soven years, In othex words, 40 fam-
ilies aro entering veasly. Sohools have
been crected at all tho stations ngoutxyned.
and otbers are in process of erection in the
termedinte Bpaces, Thero is more good
land than is gouorally supposed.  Dis-
dovorios in this dixection arg_being .frgi
quently mades The rocky dlsh“xcts,wd‘
' some day _be admirpble for grazing pm‘i

osos, All is destined to bo soltled, El\l)ll
indicalions sxre nob :.\'a‘utmg that \'a.l\‘m IQ
mincrn‘h are laid yp In its hills, Oux Chure xi
has the strongest hold i on tho. nfl',entxozls‘ ;))
the people, nnd if-tho. work continues io e
eftfictently prosecutcd, all other isms 108y
speedily melt into nonsexistence.

OTIHER FISLDS TO BE OCCUPIRID.

ilbridee, Tudor, is 16 miles aorth

of k{?&:}:?xuhci;}ﬁ‘:ho ceptro of u'wxdcmng.
region. Algnk 17 families belonging :1 ,9]1u
Clinvoh Are ses ter;:gl around it 'nm,t 10
pumber of membexs 18 17. Tive '“o?ksl l“ﬁo
I baplized 18 childven. I trust wo shall be
abla to ocoupy this as a statuﬁmﬁ n}nt ¥ g\nr
2, Tho townships of “Rawdon :;x;do [ rx:‘; .
niors, to the south-west and wc‘:‘_ b R
be said

able, Dungannon,

i igion: sltd
indifferent 1o N‘M“i’:& th:fethere are over

the laet censns I

e e i e et e

1 | Ttis true tha Mr K

800 Tiesby toanns e the former awd neaily
100 in the Iatter townahip. A devoted xms-
sionary could do a great work in<this much-
negleoted fleld, .

8. Soveral yoars ago the representatives
of 25 familics living on tho hordora of the
townships of Elsiver aud Kaladar petitioned
vur Preshytery through me for ministerial
sapply, and it has never beengranted  In-
deed the whole Addmgton Roud has yot to
bo explored, and  the yesult might be large
aceessiens to our Chareh,

OUR WANTS.

1. Five laborers have heen cemployed
around mo_this sumumer. 1 Dase shown
that from eight to ten are needed to over-
tako all the field at presont open to ua for
ceoupation. Tho Students' Missionary So-
cities m Toronto and Montreal will know
something this winter from their represen-
tatives that thoy scnt here, Will they try
to send in not less than eight next sum.
mer?

2. The poople in Carlow have beon sub-
seribing for the erection of a church, which
thoy intend building next year. A sccond
church _ought to be got under way at the,
Ridge, \V9ﬁnsh n, and a third on the town
line of Wicklow, A new church hasalso to
be built in Madoe next year for the one
that has beeu burnt. A church bwlding
fund is greatly needed to assist tho peoplo
in now localities and weak congregations.
What o blessing it would be did those who
hearhily helped themsolves foel thoy had
backing! Lot this fund be inaugurated
with the least possible delay.

8. Our city nnd town ministors need and
%enorally get & month or six weeks' Yoli-
deys yearly; our country ministers neod
and cannot afford to take them, Suppose
the former, instead of rustieating by the
soa side, or oxhibiting theroselves in city
pulpits across the line, and the latter, in.
stend of grioving over what was denied
them, were to rest by change of work in
ﬂesptuta localities, thoy would ombalmn
their momorijes in living souls, would
greatly oxtend the Church’s {abernacle, in-
flame their own zenl, increase the libexality
of their peoslo, gecure moye students, and
the seatfored sheop would ho safely foldad
who are now goiug netray and run the risk
of being lost; while the world beyond
would have n better chance of becoming ac.
quainted with the more acceptable worship,
and the better way to heaven,

¥
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Mavoc.

‘BOOTLAND.

REV, MR. KNIGNT'S CASK,

_Dxar Sir,~There is perhapsne counts v
jnrthe world that exhibits such » uniforin
type of religious beliof as Scotland, This
scer % a vory trite remark to make, but
one, who has lived all bis life smong the
diversities of faith and practics whick
Cansda exhibitsis struck most foreibly by
the rigid uniformity enforced, not by eivil
or ecolesiastical law, but by the almost
unanimous voice of the people.  Yet not-
withstandingthis, Scotland is sharing some-
what in that modification of doctrins which
all christendom 18 at present undergoing,
and hore and there minds more vigorous,
or moro erratic, than others are scandaliz-
ing their olerical brethren. While in tho
Church of England such men would prob-
ably be made bishops, 1t is rather pleasing
to seo low , promptly, (whether wisely or
pot I do not undertake tu say), our Presby-
terian courts can deal with what they deem
merpient heresy. Mr. Kmght, of Dundee,
whose case will be known to most of your
readors, has just been presenting reasons
to lus presbytery to show why they ghould
not hbel him for gross heresy, found in an
article contributed by the reverend gontle-
mun to the Contemporary Review, Mr.
Kmght was charged iith ‘publishing
falso and upsound docirine st variance
with the Holy Seriptures, with the doc-
trines of the Free Church of Seotland, and
with tho Confession of Faith.' Ab the
vory outset Mr. K. objects to the relevauey
of this indictment, for while no one on his
trial for hereny fe. g. Ed. Trving and Me-
Leod Cawmpbell), had ever Leon permitted
to nppeal to tho Seriptures from the author-
ized intorprotation of it in the Confession
of Faith, it would bo absurd aad tyrannical
to censuro him bpcanse he did not happen
tp agree with a chance majority, or mere
flonting opymen rogarding puints not de-
fined it the Confession, Again what is the
 Joctrin of the Freo Church of Scotland
apart from its symbolical documonts? ‘Who
hns o yight to dotermineit ? Mr. K. there-
fore appeals to the Confession and takes
his gfimd wpon it alone.”

Three soparate, charges wero brought
agamst him in ‘tho indictment—the first
rolating to the xange and efficnoy oflpsnyer;
tho second, to the wmiraculoug; and the
third, to'the connaction between physical
and moral lnw, or %0 catastrophes nnd
gpecial providence. All the heresies alloged
uro fintly denicd,and tho foirness of the que-
tations on which they are based,chialloniged—
“Ihoy aro n travesty of my real opinions.”
denies that ono dis-
pensatign +* Providence is more for in-
shruction than anothor, but, ¢ the relation
{n which Individus! catastrophes stand to

onwineh cur symbolical buoks ave sileat,”
What 1+ blessing 1o me, 18 necessavily often
bane to another, aud what is injurious in
its more potont nepects, rany be really
most salutary could wo seo tho wider, or
oven another law involved, As to the
second oharge he las npever {aught
that the destination of o physienl
forco comnot be arrested. but simply,
that in  overy cmse the antecodont
foreo muat spend itself, and give rise fo a
now convequent,” which iz a very &iffevent
thiug, and guiltless of hervesy. The ques-
tion of the miraculous is not entered into
at all, beeause tho article dealt only with |
#our prosont torreatrial expo:iense, in which
assuredly all physical forces sprend thorps
selves, though every one is mot and modi-
fied by every other, for they ave all con-
vertible and censelessly passing and re-
passing into ench other.” As to the charge
that he holds “the nnlawfulness of prayer,
in the senso of potition with referenco te
phyrical events over which man has no
control,” Mr. K. denios that ho has main-
tained any such thing. That prayer has
its limits fow will deny. We do not ask
for what is confrary to the Eternal Right-
cousness, why then present petitions which
it is against the nnture of the Eternal Wis-
dom to grant? An attitude of profound
acquiescence in what the Divine will
oxdains is the grand wndortone of prayer,
and to request the suspension of one of
His inn'imorable laws would be irrevovent.
Asn mattor of fact we don't do it where
these Inws nre manifest. As for the Secrip-
ture texts by which tho chiarge of horesy is
supported, Mr. K. says, “Thoy aroall of
thom cither irrevelant to tho issue raised,
beeause I aceept them in their entirely as &
rule and directory in prayer, ox thoy refer
to a peculinr and abnoymal time, which
does not afford the rule for our petitions
now.” Elias would nover have presumed

been suthorized to do so. “IL is trua that
I object to any creaturo petitioning the
Creator to undo Hisg own ' laws, ox miracu-
lously to re-adjust the plans which inseru-
tablo wisdom has pre-srranged. Bub that
is‘sbsolutely all that T have opposed.” “L
believo the very xeverse; I teach the very
roverse” of the heresy here charged. His
concluding words give the tong of his whole
spoech. “I remind the Prosbytery of the
golo reason of my desire to lesson the
smount of irrational petitioning, and to dis-
mua e men from tho egotinm that underlies
it—it is simply tp induce thom to have
more faith in God anda more absolute
trust in tho Divine pre-adjustment of avents.
1 wish not to Limit prayer, but to minimise
the restlessness, and doubt, and crude sug-
gostions of men, in ordetr that they may
pray always in the faith that God is hear-
1ng them, and will fulfil every true desiro,
and only disappoint those that are foolish,
or cppricious, or mistrustful, I wish to
turn all Juman life into one unbroken
prayex, before which our irregular and
foolsh desmxes will fade away and be
ashamed, will sink out of sight and perish.
1 bavo affirmed, and re-affirmed, that there
is not ove thought or wish of these hearts
of ours that ought not to be laid on the al-
tar of the Lord; but thetis in order that
the fire may consume the upworthy and
the foolish ones, whilo those that are in
accordnnee with God's will may go up be-
foro Him as an aceeptable sacrifice.”

Tho Preshytery have posiponed consider-
ation of the case for a week, to allow Mr.
Wilson, the prdsecator, o prepare his re-

just ono that Mr. W. would bo tho last
man to shnnk frora, however painful it
might be to him personally, yet it i3 a little
unfortunate that the duty should have de-
volved upon a fellow-townsman, involving
thoreby many hurtful private animosities,
M. K.'s congregation axe resolved to stand
by him in aby ease, and still rotain the
titlo deeds of their ndw church in ease of
the worst. It will, indeed, as Mr.'Enight
says, “havo p disastrous cffect on the gen-
ornl community, which the Ghuxeh i sock-
ing to tench and to leaven, if an effort sin.
corely made by any of her clergy to arrest
the progress of materinlistio thought be

Qiscoaragement and suspicion, but by re.
vuke, nud even penalty.” If Mr. Enight
lolds views which are inconsistent with the
doctrines of his Charch, liois bound in
honor to say so; but ho donbtless remem-
 bors that there is a higher thing than mere
confornity to.orthodoxy—~fidelity to truth
and to bumself. ' ' o
' Yours, &c. )
CANADIAN STUDENT ADROAD,
Eoixpusal, Sept. 17, 1878,
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Woe are pleased to lenrn that tho Canads
Presbyterian Congregativn, Dundas, has

tlie general conrse of Providence is & point

unaunimeasty oalled the Rev, John Iaing,
1ate of Cobourg.

to ask for three years drought had hie mot | -

ply. While this work of prosecution is P

met on tho part of the Church, ndt only by |
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Political Qorrupiion,

Editor BROSI AMERIC AN PRESEYTERIAN.

Dear Sir,—"rhongh gome may find fault
with you for not following the course of
most of the “relizions™ journals of Canada,
and igroxing all seoular views and all so.
cular doings, many will thank you for now
and then speaking out the truth about our
Cansdian politics and politicians,  YWhen
the wholo social atmosphers is henvy with
chargés and countor-charges of corruption
and venality, it 13 surely absurd enough for
rohgions men to stand aside and ignore the
whole thing as having no existonce, or as
boing cf uu amportance, and quite out of
thew sphere. It1sof thensmostimportance.
Our country's wholo futureis bound up
with it, for if the corruption,that for a good
many years has been rifo, go on as it has
been domng with ever mncreasing forco, then
“Ichabod ' may be written over Canada, for
tho glory will have doparted. And it is
quite true what you say, that the mquity is
not confincd to ono pohtieal party. In ale
most evory constituency there are a good
magy electors who aro known as “loose
fish"—always fov gale, always prepaved to
sell themselves to ecither party, or both.
Instead of contemptuously 1gnoring thom,
the zeal for party trinmph hasled rival
politicinns to moet them on their own torms
and to bid aganst one anotherfor their sup-
port, Tho consequence of this has been
that tho number of the purchaseable has
always gone on incronsing when people
found that five, ten, or twenty dollars were
to bo bad for a vote, and that their neigh-
bours were actually getiing such sums, it
was more than their virtue could resist.
‘Thus & good many of what used to be look-
od upon as respectable people have sunk
into what is roally a eriminal class,—~the
bano and aisgrace of any community, The
ovil was very grent in '67 and still greater
in "72. When ledding politicians on both
sides betook themsolves, without a blush, to
suoh nefarious means for securing their
party or personal ends it was viob surprising
that the rank and file should follow suit,
and a8 the result, whole constituencies be-
came utterly demoralize® That such is
the case now, i raatter of notoriety. Every
one in any little measure connected with
politiés*knowe' it. «« 8o much wag this the
case that £ very much doubt if there was &
single contested oloction last yosr that was
not 8o fpr dotermuted by the use of corrupt
means., - One party no doabt said that if
left toits-own choice it would rather not
have spent money, but so snid the ’other,
Both of thern, 1 short, according to thewr
own account, were for forced into it. How-
over thét might be, there is .the fact—the
country domoralized, and the mouths of
all who claim purity and honor as the pe-
cuhiax pogsessions of thewr paxticular party
absolutely and uiterly stopped. It isa
pece of transparent fooling for Reformers
to talk of* purity with the South Onfario
election starivg them in the face, and for
high mmded Conservatives to claim that
thewr hand» are clean after the revelations of
tho past weeks would be to say that honour
is a delusidn, axvd GQod and conscience &
drenm. Yet with all these things intruding
themselves upon public gaze, profuseedly
rehigious people shelter themselves behind
their spirituality as an excuse for not eall-
ing black black, or a spude a spade, because
forsooth the iniquities are connected with
politics, and with politics they are too ex«
alted and too holy to meddle in the slight-
est dogree. The whole thing is rotten and
the sooner nll decent men sot about in oarn-
est to olear away therotten wood, aud sub=
stitute 10 1t8 place sometlung Like decency
and truth, and henor, so much the better.
There is no use in saying that we are not

oliticians. Every manin a freo counfry
must be o Xoliticiun olso he is nota good
vitizen ! and if there is not so much virtue
loft in tho country asto make olectoral
corruption infamous, wo are in a bad way.
In this respect matters look very disheart-
oning at present. Electors and elected
make thewmselves vile, and the general pub-
lic, religions and irreligions, seem to love
to Liave it ss. Perhaps you, Sir, may be
blamed for saying & single word on such
subjects, ag i it werd entirely tabooed to
rehgious newspapers, but thev need to be
sBo en about and in such a way
that those who practice them willhoasham-
ed, if not of doing them, at least of thoir

eing know to have 'dono them.

A Poriricay, i’nssnnmx.m.

b N
- 'Thanksgiviug-Day.

Rditor BRyzisit AMERICAN PREABKTERIAN.

Dear Sir,—Tho rehgious denvminations
hnvang resolved upon the 18th of October,
as o Day of Thanksgiving for ihe bountiful
harvest, would it not be well for the Govern-
ment of Ontario to appoint the sanio day?

* W

Fergus, Ont.

A oA

There is nothing in this world so fendish
as the conduct of & moean man when holias
the power to roveuge himself upon & noble

one in adversity. It takes a man fo make
a devil ; and the fittest mun for such & pur-
poso is & Bnarling, waspish, red-hot, fiery
oreditor.—Bescher,




